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STATEMENT OF ALBANIA

Honorable Madame Chair,

Honorable Ministers,

Ladies and gentlemen,

The education system in Albania through different levels does offer education in the areas of sociology, health, ethics, economy, gender equity, infants’ rights, etc. Inspired by a number of international processes and the will to cultivate an environmentally friendly attitude to the younger generation an Albania has made some steps to start the environmental education, introducing concepts of both ecological basic education and livability education at a relatively early age and all over the school system. 

Between the most important achievements in this area I would like to mention:

· Opening of the new university department on Environmental Engineering.

· Opening of the departments of Environmental Chemistry and Physics.

· Opening of the new department on Agro-Environment at the Agricultural University.

· Introduction of a new subject on the Environmental Rights at the Department of Justice and other faculties.

· Involvement of the Faculty of Natural Sciences and other scientific institutions of the country in the monitoring of the Mediterranean Sea (MEDPOL program), as well as in activities that contribute to the implementation of the national obligations arising from multilateral environmental agreements.

· The publication of 4 textbooks for teachers and pupils of the middle schools “Knowledge on environment” that were piloted as optional subjects for 3 years in 16 middle schools all over the country. In 2004 the subject was fully embedded in the curricula nation wide and permanently as a new optional subject for all pupils of this level. Actually, judging by the number of pupils that have chosen to study the subject in all the country and the average number of pupils per class, one can say that there are about 70 classes which take lessons in 140 hours, spread in two academic years. The subject is organised as an integration of theory (50 hours/year) and practice and excursions (20 hours/year). Following the new Strategy of Pre-University Education, for the period 2004-2014, the education plan has been given some room for the introduction of optional subjects, which can be used for environmental or SD education. Besides, the principles of SD have been introduced in a cross-curricular way through the new textbooks under different other subjects.

· In 2004, the REC local office in cooperation with the Municipality of Tirana published the new textbook for the secondary education “Environment in my town”, which is focussed mainly on Tirana’s environmental problems. The text has been conceived according to the inter-active techniques for 3 levels (basic, meddium, and advanced). The book was produced in 3000 copies which were delivered to the schools of the capital. 

· Except for the above, following the Kiev Conference, with the support of the REC and the Dutch Government the “Green Pack” is being adopted for Albania and its own enviroenmntal problems.

When talking about the key areas, which have shown an unsustainable trend in Albania during the last decade one could mention quite a long list, including: deforestation, soil erosion, biodiversity, coastal zone management, waste management, water management, energy efficiency, ethics between generations in sharing natural resources, social equity and security, etc.

In order to assure a practicle sustainable solution to the above problems and build a future, when the negative phenomena and unsustainable attitude do not occur again, it is worth starting rising and discussing these issues at different levels under both formal, non-formal and informal education systems. Relevant topics could be: the unsustainable growth approach and human behaviour that caused them; overall economical loss caused to the country; time and budget needed for resource recovery; what is the right behaviour  to be promoted; what are the managemnt tools and technical solutions that bring positive results; responsibility towards future generations; etc.  

These issues must be introduced gradually and progressively, part of them starting with the pre-school system, and part of them to be dealt with especially under the graduate and post-graduate level, as well as under the specialized studies and scientific research at the universities. Such issues must be studied under an interdisciplinary perspective. 

Albania has not yet a Sustainable Development Strategy as such, but quite a number of positive steps have been undertaken aiming at the economically, socially and environmentally sustainable development. The new Constitution of the country, through a number of articles describes the state’s goal towards “a healthy and ecologically appropriate environment for the current and future generations”. The environmental legislation adopted recently, does also rely on the principles of SD.

A number of policy documents have been approved, which pave the way to SD: Environment Strategy Study of 1993, the National Environmental Action Plans of 1994 and 2002, Coastal Zone Management Program of 1996, National Water Strategy of 1997, Strategy and Action Plan on Biodiversity of 2000, Strategy for implementation of the Aarhus Convention, the recent documents of the Albanian Millennium Development Goals, National Strategy for Socio-Economic Development (NSSED) of 2002, etc. 

The medium term objectives of the NSSED include: halting the environmental degradation, rehabilitation of the contaminated areas within the minimal safety standards, increased sustainability of resource use. Achievement of these objectives is expected to               have positive impact on the quality of growth, as well as on the poverty reduction, factors that on their own create the premisses for a sustainable use and development of resources.

The long term objectives of the NSSED between others, include education, awareness and public participation in decision-making.
On the other hand the document on Albania’s Millennium Development Goals through its objectives of: eradication of extreme poverty; achievement of basic education for all, promotion of gender equity and women empowerment; reduction of infant mortality; improvement of maternal health; abatement of HIV and other diseases; as well as achievement of improved environment and Sustainable Development, aims at the future sustainable development of the country. This document, under the specific target: integration of principles of SD in the country’s policies and programs has planned to measure and report progress through the indicator of inclusion of SD issues in the school curricula.

Albania participated in the Task Force for the Drafting of the Regional Strategy for ESD through a representative of the Ministry of Education and Science. The same representative has been appointed as member of the Steering Committee of a project of the Ministry of Environment. One of the products of this project is the drafting, within 2005, of the new National Environmental Strategy, aiming most of all, sectorial integration of environmental concerns. The drafting of the strategy will be preceded by an overall stakeholders analysis, Ministry of Education and Science included, and will end up with defining their responsibilities for the SD and European integration of the country. Following the NSSED and the MDG documents, the strategy will have a component on education, as well. This component is meant to be a reflection of the Regional Strategy for ESD we are discussing today. 

Implementation of the strategy in practice will not be an easy task. The state budget for education, though being a priority area, is still limited as compared to that of other countries, experience and capacities of teachers are still weak, the material laboratory base for this purpose are poor, etc. 

Efforts and strong will are needed to surpass the difficulties and obstacles to the practical implementation of ESD strategy; strengthening the international cooperation; twinning partnerships for the exchanges of programs, textbooks, teaching methods, etc.; joint sub-regional programs, such as the REReP; networking of teachers and educators of SD; opening of a special website for the region, or for the sub-regions; and most of all fund rising at both national and international level. If we really mean to achieve progress with the strategy’s implementation at the regional level, part of the international financial assistance should be oriented towards ESD for the countries and sub-regions with limited possibilities.

