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REPORT BY SWEDEN

Regarding direct follow ups 

Sweden has not designated a national focal point for sustainable development and will probably not do so, the main reason for this is the Swedish very decentralised structure.

The UNECE strategy for Education for Sustainable Development has been translated in to Swedish and vastly spread to key constituencies. 

New law

1 February 2006 an edition to the national act on Higher education was passed. Sustainable development will be included in the all-embracing goal regarding education in the Higher Education Act. This means that the universities within their activities should “promote sustainable development which means that present and future generations will be assured a healthy environment, economic and social welfare and justice”.

A national action plan for education for sustainable

A national action plan for education for sustainable, according to UNESCO  Decade for Sustainable is being drafted at non political level, with a possible launch during 2007. However, due to the shift in government this has still not been anchored with the new government. 

Third version of the national strategy for sustainable development

A development of  the national strategy for sustainable development was launched in March 2006. This is the third version of the Government’s view on sustainable development and the plans in order to attain a sustainable development. Education has a central role in this work. 

Activities during 2006

The Swedish Research Association for Sustainable Development (in short VHU) conference ”Education and learning for sustainable development” in Lund on the 30-31 March, 2006 had the aim to deepen the discussion as well as to make the first real footprint onto the field of education for sustainable development. (VHU, 2006).

National Agencies

The Swedish National Agency for School Improvement has organised several conferences regarding the development of sustainable development and the pedagogical work.    

National networks

There are several networks where teachers are gathering on a regular basis, to exchange experiences, joint projects formulations.

The yearly conference organised by Association for Science and Sustainable development attracted a few hundred participants.

A new network was formed in July this year, consisting of participants from all universities and university colleges in Sweden. The network is coordinated by the Swedish National Agency for Higher Education. The network has been inspired by the Dutch initiative.

Activities planned for 2007-2008

Internal “training package”

A internal “training package” for officials at all levels, at the Ministry for Education and Research (there will be a new Culture department after the first of January), is currently being planned for Spring 2007.

A follow up of the international conference held 2004 in Gothenburg is being prepared by Gothenburg University and Chalmers Technical University. The conference which will be an international conference is planned to be held spring 2008. 

International

The Swedish National Commission for Unesco has been very active and been represented on several international conferences. 

