UNECE Steering Committee on Education for Sustainable Development

Second meeting

Geneva, 4- 5 December 2006
INTERVENTION BY SERBIA

1. Translation of the UNECE Strategy for Education for Sustainable Development into Serbian language;

· Posting information about the process of preparation of the Strategy on the website of the Directorate for Environmental Protection

· Posting the translated document on the website of the Directorate for Environmental Protection;

2. Strengthening cooperation between two relevant ministries (Education and Environment);

· Initiation of the process for establishment of the Interministerial Working Group for supervising implementation of the Strategy at national level;

· Organization and conducting meetings between representatives of the two ministries;

· Initiation of the multi-stakeholders Working Group for implementation of the Strategy at national level;

3. Initial implementation of the Strategy

· Posting a public call for collecting examples of good practices in ESD from various stakeholders;

· Research of all ESD related activities at national level;

4. Draft work plan for the multi-stakeholders Working Group

· Composed of ministries, schools, NGOs, institutes, universities, business sector;

· Preparation and posting of the internet presentation of the Strategy (Directorate for Environmental Protection);

· Preparation of the National Action Plan for implementation of the Strategy;

· Establishment of the specific institution/organization to perform the role of a kind of National Educational and Information Center for Sustainable Development (in time, to take over tasks of the WG); 

5. ESD reflected in national Legal and strategic documents 

· The Law on Environmental Protection (2004); National SD strategy; Millennium Educational Goals; Education For All; National Environmental Strategy (NES); National Strategy for Sustainable Use of Natural Resources and Goods; More broadly understood ESD concept is present in the following documents: National Strategy for Waste Management; Strategy for Development of Agriculture; Strategy for Development of Forestry; Poverty Reduction Strategy; Strategy for Roma Education; National Action Plan for Children;
· Fulfilling international obligations: focus is on implementation of Bologna Declaration, Lisabon Convention, European Framework for Vocation Education Training in Serbia, European Qualification Framework.
· Content of Education for Sustainable Development is implemented in various subjects in primary and secondary schools (“The World Around Us” and “Guardians of Nature” for 1,2,3,4 grades of primary school; “Education for Civil Society” for primary and secondary school). ESD is also treated, in different extent, in the subjects, such as: Biology, Ecology. Specific tools and materials are developed for subjects in higher education. The “Teachers Training Manuals for Environment and SD” are developed for primary and secondary schools. A more advanced environmental education, including ESD uissues, is present at the university level at four universities in Serbia (Belgrade, Nis, Novi Sad and Kragujevac). More than 20 faculties have set up departments or study groups for teaching environmental issues in both graduate and post-graduate studies.  
6. Examples of direct implementation of the Strategy

· Regional project for the Carpathian countries “Program for Education for Sustainable Development for the Carpathians with the Workbook”, prepared and developed by the Carpathian EcoRegion Initiative (Participating countries: Serbia, Romania, Hungary, Slovakia, Czech Republic, Ukraine, Poland). To be implemented in 2007;

· Establishment of the Center for Education for Sustainable Development “Kamena Gora” – construction of the house for education about sustainability trough preservation of traditional handcrafts in the south-west Serbia region;

· Ministry of Education and Sports of the Republic of Serbia in cooperation with NGO “OXO”, Macedonia has implemented educational program “We don’t have spare Planet” during 2004/2005 school years. The project was financially supported by SDC (Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation).The Program has comprised children aged 5-14 in 107 primary schools in 7 municipalities in Serbia. One of objectives of this Project was introduction the number of schools in Serbia in “Balkan Network of ECO-Schools”, which has establish criteria for incorporation in “International Network of ECO-Schools”.

7. Sixth Ministerial Conference “Environment for Europe”, to be held in Belgrade, october 2007.

· Organization is governed by the Ministry of Science and Environmental Protection-Directorate for Environment;

· Formal and informal sessions dedicated to education for sustainable development- working on preparation of the regional aspects for SEE countries;

· Website for the Conference www.efe-belgrade2007.org 
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