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Developing ESD in Estonia

Joint action memorandum for developing environmental education in Estonia: Signed on 10th of March 2005 between Estonian Ministry of the Environment and Estonian Ministry of Education and Science. Agreement to develop the fields of environmental education and sustainable development.



On the basis of the memorandum the national conception has been elaborated. 

Conception - MAIN FOCUSES -

1. In the field of nature education support practical sessions in nature;

2. Connect practical sessions and learning outside of the classroom into the curriculum;

3. In the field of environmental education support and widen the exploratory approach;




4. In the field of education for sustainable development keep on with sustainability as the recurrent topic in all curriculum's.

 -FIELDS OF ACTIVITY  -

1. Support and develop the network of nature centers: 1 center per 10 000 inhabitants;

2. Work out the basis of action and the financing system of nature centers;

3. Create a public database about nature centers, hiking trails and study programmes;

4. Enable students to have practical sessions in nature centers;

5. Train nature interpretors and teachers;

- PRESENT SITUATION-

About 50 operating nature centers in Estonia-national parks, nature reserves, museums, natures schools and NGO-s;



Environmental Investment Center supports projects on environmental awareness by 32 million croons (2,1 million €) this year:

More than 500 different projects are carried out: nature camps, visits to nature centers, publications, TV and radio programmes, campaigns etc.

-MAIN PROBLEMS-



1. Project-based activities don’t guarantee stability;

2. There are only 4 bigger nature centers, that provide training, consulting and methodical support;

3. The lack of professional nature interpretors, finances and educational resources;



4. The tourism enterpriser's' aim is to make profit and don’t often consider the aims of nature protection;



5. Low quality of the nature programmes provided by tourist enterpriser's.


In Estonia the national conception for ESD is ready, but it hasn't been approved in the Government yet. Now we're in the situation, where the conception is ready, but has brought up several new issues in the society – the role in educational and environmental politics, financing mechanisms, impact on other fields of life etc. 

