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Intervention by the Netherlands
Mr. Chairman, dear colleagues,

We like to give you a short overlook of the implementation of the UNECE strategy in the Netherlands,

·  in the Netherlands ESD is implemented through our national program “Learning for Sustainable Development” . 

· Also the implementation of the UNESCO Decade is guided along this program

· And the secretariat of this program is also the focal point for the UNECE strategy

· The program LfSD has an interdepartmental and intergovernmental steering committee

· To give you an idea: 6 ministries are working together in this program: The ministries of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality; Environment, Spatial Planning and Housing; Education and Science; Foreign affairs; Economic Development and Traffic and Watermanagement. A strong and broad coalition. They cooperate with the local and provincial governments and water boards to conduct a national and 12 decentralised programs. Last two years more than 150 individual projects and researches were conducted. 

· The development of our national program is supported by a professional program management team   

· Our activities are focussed on three different area’s

1. Implementing ESD throughout the formal educational system

2. Learning organisations, with a focus in the governmental performance

3. Social learning processes that contains all kind of subject and multi-stakeholder process, covering also informal and non-formal learning

· As universities, NGO’s, business and other stakeholders are involved in all kind of projects, the multi-stakeholder process is part of our structure

· To assure their own responsibility in the UNESCO Decade we set up an Alliance for the Decade for ESD in which all kind of stakeholders are present. This is a platform for both consulting and exchange of practices. Also the implementation of the UNECE strategy is discussed in this platform.

· Several web-sites support the communication of the results of our program, unfortunately for you mostly they are in Dutch. (www.lvdo.nl; www.duurzaamheid.kennisnet.nl; www.dho.nl; www.desd.nl) 

· The UNECE strategy is translated into Dutch thanks to our colleagues from the Flemish department in Belgium

What are we going to do next year:

· In February 2007 The Netherlands will organise a meeting about the implementation of ESD in Higher Education. We focus on the interaction between networks of universities and National Action Plans for ESD. Several countries are invited.

· Furthermore we like to present an international book on the phenomena Social Learning. The launch is to be expected on the 4th world congress on Environmental Education in Durban in July 2007.

· At the moment our national program is evaluated by a team of external experts from consultants and universities to set the priorities for the working program 2008-2011 and to strengthen the position of ESD in our national program on Sustainable development. Our program about “learning” is considered to be a strong supportive instrument.

· In this perspective The Netherlands is supportive to be a pilot country for reporting to UNECE and looking forward for the first reports.

A last remark:

· the Netherlands strongly supports the presentation of the UNECE strategy on ESD at the Ministerial conference in Belgrade, not as a side-event, but on the main program.

Thank you mr. chairman

