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Intervention by DENMARK
In Denmark the responsibility for implementation of the UN Decade for Education for Sustainable Development (DESD) is anchored in the Ministry of Education, International Relations Division, and in the Danish National Commission for UNESCO.

Organizational structure
A Ministerial Task Force for DESD - with representatives from different levels of the education system, ranging from preschool to higher education, adult education and informal education - has been appointed.

With the aim of coordinating all national ESD initiatives the Ministry of Education has the chair of a cross-sectorial coordinating group, consisting of ten Danish ministries, representing i.e. health, welfare and family aspects, science, culture, environment, energy, transport and international affairs. The group shall report on status, initiatives and progress in relation to DESD.

A minor steering committee, related to initiatives taken by international organisations, is set up with representatives from the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Environment and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs together with the Danish National Commission for UNESCO.

Implementation initiatives
A Danish national strategy for ESD has not yet been adopted as such. In general, a national strategy for SD exists and this strategy (from 2002) includes a paragraph concerning ESD. A specific national strategy on ESD will be adopted very soon and included in a revised national strategy for SD in 2007.

So far the Danish government’s overall goal is: “The pupils, students and population in general must have satisfactory reading skills in order for them to be able to read and understand the contents of a complicated text. Furthermore, it is important that the pupils, students and adults acquire sufficient knowledge of mathematics, science and technology in order to understand the basic inter-action between social, economic and environmental relations. On this basis all the population will be better qualified to participate in democratic debates on the distribution of the world's resources.” This overall goal for the education sector also includes education for sustainable development.

Even if there is no formalized national strategy so far, a very intensive work with ESD takes place in Danish schools. ESD is already included in the curricular of primary and lower secondary education as well as in upper secondary education, and the general cross curricula subjects are a fundamental part of the pedagogical methods.

National initiatives
During 2005 and 2006 different initiatives have taken place in order to launch the decade: 

In October 2005 the Danish Ministry of Education launched a national website www.ubuportalen.dk containing ten good examples of how the educational institutions can work with ESD. The website is in Danish language, but the folder with examples is translated into English. 

April 2006 the Ministry of Education and the Danish National Commission for UNESCO have organized a conference on “Education for Sustainable Development and Education for Democratic Citizenship”. 

In August 2006 the Ministry of Education has invited a number of Danish NGOs to discuss and prepare work concerning a Danish strategy for ESD.

November 2006 a project was adopted concerning the preparation of a national plan for Danish implementation of DESD. This plan will include a draft strategy, a progress plan for different levels of the education system, examples of best practices and proposals for new pedagogic methods.

In March 2007 the Ministry of Education together with the Danish National Commission for UNESCO will organize a conference with the title: “Equal Opportunities for All in Education”.

The Ministry of Education supports the initiatives under the European Eco-school programme.

International cooperation initiatives
The Danish Ministry of Education participates in regional cooperation within the Agenda 21 for sustainable development in the Baltic Sea area – Baltic 21E.

