UNECE Steering Committee on ESD

Second meeting 

 Geneva, 4 to 5 December 2006
Intervention by Czech Republic
Interdepartmental working group for National strategy of ESD within GCSD

· officially settled in 2005

· first meeting in February 2006

· frequency of meetings: every two months

· consist of ca 20 participants (members of Ministries, state educational organizations, representatives of universities, relevant research institutions and key relevant NGOs.) 

· coordinating body of the group is Ministry of Education

· special website for the use of working group 

National strategy of ESD

· in the beginning of 2007 ready for comments by NGO and public

· June 2007 – estimated date of submitting by government of CR

Systematical financial arrangements of implementation of the Strategy in CR

· so far is not ensured

· effort in arrangement of financial support via ESF (and other EU and non EU funds) 

Remarkable events in 2006:

· ESD has been implemented in new Action plan of State program of  environmental education and public awareness in the Czech Republic

· ESD was partly included in Operational Program of Education for Competitiveness that is framework for funding from ESF 

· Agreement on cooperation in the area of ESD between Prague Universities

· Continuation of ESD international and national programs coordinated by NGO´s in CR (Schools for sustainable development; Ecoschools; GLOBE etc.)

· realization of some individual particularly ESD projects supported by ESF

· presenting the ESD project „Schools for sustainable development“ in Didacta´06 fest in Hanover (Germany)

· specialized web portal about EE and ESD for university teachers  

· a curricular reform, that accents importance of key competencies in accordance to ESD principles, has been in progress

Challenges

· deeper interdepartmental approach

· broader all-society acceptance

· systematical financial support

