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Intervention by Cyprus 

National Implementation plan

The strategy for ESD (Education for Sustainable Development) has been completed and distributed to various institutions in order to submit their suggestions within the framework of an open dialogue. At the moment, the coordinating body for the implementation of actions related to ESD in the Cyprus Educational System is the Cyprus Pedagogical Institute.

Its important to be mentioned that the ESD in National Level has been connected and was set as a priority issue for implementing the revised Strategy for Sustainable Development in European Union. Particularly Cyprus position in the revised Strategy for SD is that the success in reversing unsustainable trends depends on a high-quality education for sustainable development at all levels of education systems, including the sustainable use of energies, consumer education, health education, and education for responsible global citizenship. A challenge is the adoption of policy measures, which will interconnect sustainable development with educational process, compromising the economic, social technical and cultural human aspects and integrate policy with research and innovative processes on a basis of a cross-sectoral confrontation.

It is remarkable that some of the actions that included to the Cyprus National Action Plan for ESD (as the creation infrastructure of educational centres, called “green sustainable schools”, that should promote research and educational programmes for ESD issues and will educate various groups of population have been embedded as one of the priority tasks that Cyprus would asked for co-funding from European Union for the period 2007-2012.

Capacity building and sharing of experience

Cyprus promoting various initiatives at the regional, national and international level, in order to effectively and systematically promotes SD in the Cyprus Educational System. 

At the national level, Cyprus has undertaken initiatives, which can be considered as good examples for promoting ESD. I will mention the three examples of Cyprus good practices that has been introduced to the Cyprus Educational System that year and they are based to the main principles of ESD, so in its philosophical background as in its methodology, didactic strategies. 

A National project with the title “Planning and Applying E.E. and SD projects with parental involvement and the local community” has been designed in Cyprus. Until now 34 schools from various educational levels are participating. The main aim of the project is to establish communication networks and promote interaction between the local communities, the school community and the parents in order to jointly investigate, analyze and resolve specific problems of the local community and design their Sustainable local agenda. This National Project, which was designed and implemented by the Cyprus Pedagogical Institute (CPI) focuses on action, participation and the development of an Environmentally-literate Citizen. At the same time, in-service training courses, based on the main methodological approaches of ESD, are conducted at the CPI in order to help teachers effectively design and apply these types of projects in their School Unit.

Another innovative project for effectively promoting ESD in Cyprus is the Project “Students in Research and Evaluation”. Through this project schools have the opportunity to develop various Environmental Education Programs based on ESD. “Sustainable Cities”, “Car-Free cities”, “Eco-tourism” “Renewable Energy Resources” are some of the projects that have already been developed. The projects are pursued through students’ investigation and interaction with their local community, governmental organizations and NGOs so as to propose solutions for the improvement of their community’s living conditions. 

Additionally in formal education, Ministry of Education and Culture, starting from the lower levels of education and firstly from the primary, has been already integrated the “Green National Curriculum”, which based on the main principles of ESD. The main task of the curriculum is to give the opportunity to the schools taking in consideration their needs, problems and differentiations the opportunity to work on various ESD issues as civilization, health, sustainable communities etc. It is tailored to the needs of students and towards it, various issues are investigated outside of the classroom, using innovative pedagogical methods as role-playing, simulations, discussion, problem solving approaches. 

Finally, in sub-regional level Cyprus is planning to host a conference titled “Shared Visions, Sustainable Future: Education for Sustainable Development across Disciplines and Cultures”. Conference will take place in Nicosia, Cyprus, (November 16-18) 2007, dates will be confirmed during the official announcement of the conference. The conference will be co-sponsored by UNESCO, the University of Cyprus, Cyprus Ministry of Education and Culture in Cyprus, and the Mediterranean Information Office for the Environment, Culture, and Sustainable Development. The conference will be focalised to the finalization of the Mediterranean Strategy using as a blue print the UNECE Strategy for Education for Sustainable Development. 

On this occasion Cyprus would like to refer to the invitation transmitted by the so called university “Near East University”, in the occupied part of Cyprus as a result of the Turkish invasion in 1974 and continuing occupation, under the title “International Conference –The Environment: Survival and Sustainability” on 10-24 of February 2007.

I would like to remind that United Nations Security Council Resolution 541/1983 “calls upon all states not to recognise any Cypriot State other than the Republic of Cyprus” whereas the UN Security Council Resolution 550/1984 “Retreates the call upon all states not to recognise the purport red State of the so called “Turkish Republic” in the occupied part of Cyprus set up by secessionists acts and calls upon them not to facilitate or in any way assist the aforesaid secessionist entity.

