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It is a pleasure to be here representing my country in support of Education for Sustainable Development.  There has been much activity in Canada over the past year with respect to ESD.  However, before I briefly outline some of this activity, I would like to provide some background information.

As many of you know, Canada has a federal political structure wherein the country is divided into ten provinces and three territories.  Within this arrangement, formal education is the constitutional responsibility of the provinces and territories.  Thus there is no federal or national department of education.

In 1967 the ministers of education in the provinces and territories formed a council called the Council of Ministers of Education, Canada (CMEC) to serve as (i) a forum to discuss policy issues, (ii) a mechanism through which to undertake activities, projects, and initiatives in areas of mutual interest, (iii) a means by which to consult and cooperate with national education organizations and the federal government, and (iv) an instrument to represent the education interests of the provinces and territories internationally.  In short, CMEC provides leadership in education at the pan-Canadian and international levels and contributes to the fulfillment of the constitutional responsibility for education conferred on provinces and territories.

I am here to speak on behalf of CMEC.

As I mentioned earlier, there has been much activity in support of ESD in Canada over the past year.  Many provinces and territories have been reviewing existing curricula to identify where the teaching of ESD can be incorporated in curricula already being taught, primarily social studies and science curricula.  To support this activity there are increasing efforts to identify appropriate learning resources and provide professional development for teachers who are being asked to teach students about what sustainable development means in theory and practice. 

Departments of education across the country are also working with many non-governmental organizations to establish various partnerships in support of ESD.  One organization of particular note is called Learning for a Sustainable Future (LSF). Founded in 1991 by a diverse group of youth, educators, business leaders, government and community members, LSF is a non-profit Canadian organization whose mission is to promote, through education, the knowledge, skills, perspectives and practices essential to a sustainable future.  LSF is working with the thirteen provincial and territorial departments of education, and other partners, to establish ESD working groups in each province and territory.  This work is well underway with working groups established in almost all provinces and territories.

The provinces, territories and LSF are also working closely with the federal Department of the Environment, the Canadian Commission for UNESCO, and other partners to establish a National ESD Expert Council which will provide a means by which activity in support of ESD can be supported and coordinated at a national level.  It is this group that has been tasked with reporting to the UNECE on the progress Canada is making with regard to addressing its obligations as outlined in the UNECE indicators template developed by the Expert Group.  While the template does present some challenges and difficulties regarding the collection and collating of information due to the federal nature of Canada, we do expect to be able to provide a report in 2007.

There is also an increasing amount of activity going in the post-secondary sector.  For example, the Schulich School of Business and the Faculty of Education at York University located in Toronto have partnered to design a Sustainable Enterprise Academy.  The purpose of the Academy is to assist business in the transformation to corporate sustainability by providing senior executives in business, government and civil society with the vision, education, tools and support necessary to champion sustainable development in their organizations.

Finally, I would like to note that there is also an ever increasing amount of activity being undertaken by many individuals and organizations in all sectors of civil society in support of a sustainable future.  As I am sure is the case in all of the member states of the UNECE, there is growing public concern about what level of economic activity and what levels of production and consumption are sustainable.  The provinces and territories in Canada are working hard, with their partners, to find ways to provide students with the education required to find the answers. 

Thank you for your kind attention.   

