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INTERvention by the United Kingdom
· Item 4a – Co-ordination at national/state and international levels

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION

Education is recognised by governments the world over as a key part of the solution to sustainable development – and it features prominently in the UK government’s own strategy, Securing the Future.  The idea appears under a variety of headings such as Education for Sustainable Development or Learning (or Education) for Sustainability.  
All government departments play a part in educating people about different aspects of sustainable development. Defra leads on sustainable development and informal education campaigns, whereas the DfES leads on formal sustainable development education. However, education is a devolved matter and the Devolved Administrations have their own ESD policies. 

ENGLAND
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/aboutus/sd/mean.shtml
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT ACTION PLAN

The Sustainable Development Action Plan for Education and Skills was launched in September 2003. The UK Government Sustainable Development Strategy - Securing the Future (March 2005) commits all Government departments and their executive agencies to produce focused sustainable development action plans based on the Strategy by December 2005.

http://www.dfes.gov.uk/aboutus/sd/docs/SDactionplan.pdf
SUSTAINABLE SCHOOLS WEBSITE

The sustainable schools website will update and replace the Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) sections of the DfES teacher website – Teacher Net. It will help schools integrate their approach to the principles of sustainable development through their teaching and learning, school estate development and management, and through their links with the community. 

http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/wholeschool/sd/
SCHOOL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT METHOD

S3 updates and replaces SEAM. It uses the 2005 Ofsted self-evaluation headings, offering schools a one-step approach to reporting the contributions of their sustainable school development efforts to school improvement. S3 presents a tool for building coherence among initiatives, policies and guidance documents as diverse as ‘Every Child Matters,’ the DfES ‘Five-Year Strategy for Children and Learners,’ the ‘Education Outside the Classroom Manifesto,’ the National Healthy Schools Standard,’ the ‘School Transport Bill,’ and ‘Extended Schools,’ among others.

HEALTHY SCHOOLS

Wired for Health is a series of websites developed by the Department of Health and the Department for Education and Skills. Health information is provided for a range of audiences that relates to the National Curriculum and the National Healthy Schools Programme. 

http://www.wiredforhealth.gov.uk/ 

http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/wholeschool/healthyliving/wholeschoolapproach
SCHOOL TRANSPORT

How children get to school is one of the Government's indicators of sustainable development. However, the proportion of cars on the school run has almost doubled in the last twenty years and in urban areas in term time it accounts for nearly one in five cars on the road at 8.50a.m.

Aim is to introduce active travel plans into every school in England by the end of the decade.  The initiative includes funding for 250 school travel advisers in local authorities to help schools develop their travel plans as well as regional coordinators.  Capital grants are being provided for every school with a travel plan signed off by the local authority – typically £5000 for a junior school and £10,000 for a senior school.  Funding for this project has been agreed to March 2008.  The project is on target to have active travel pans in 10,000 schools by March 2006 – 40% of the total.  

http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/docbank/index.cfm?id=5154
GROWING SCHOOLS 

This programme encourages schools to make greater use of outdoor environments as a cross- curricular learning resource for all pupils. It aims to encourage, support and inspire all schools (nursery, primary, secondary and special) to use the outdoor classroom, both with and beyond the school grounds, as a context for learning across the curriculum. 

It focuses in particular on food, farming and the countryside, on ensuring pupils are given first hand experience of the natural world around them and that outdoor learning activities are integrated into every day teaching practices. 

http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/growingschools/
SOIL NET

Soil Net is a new internet resource to provide teaching and learning materials for school students and teachers, to assist with soils education. This project is just the first step in the further development of our education on the natural environment.

EDUCATION OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM MANIFESTO

In January 2005, recognising the importance and value of learning outside the classroom to children and young people, the Education and Skills Select Committee recommended the publication of a Manifesto for Education Outside the Classroom. We are consulting on the vision and aims that will underpin the Education Outside the Classroom Manifesto that was announced by Ruth Kelly earlier this year.

http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/teachingandlearning/resourcematerials/museums/outsideclassroom/
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/conDetails.cfm?consultationId=1370
CANAL PROJECT

The Canal Project run by the Science Museum which takes school kids and community groups round a London canal in a barge and uses that as a way of introducing science in general and SD in particular to these groups

ROYAL PARKS PROJECT

The Royal Parks has schemes working with school kids to raise awareness of litter and recycling. They make pictures out of "rubbish" like bottle tops, and explain the effect of various kinds of waste on wild life. 

GLOBAL GATEWAY


The Global Gateway was launched in February 2004 and is an international website managed and run for the DfES by the British Council. The Global Gateway enables people involved in education across the world to engage in creative partnerships. This will help to ensure that education crosses national boundaries and that young people become truly global citizens.

http://www.globalgateway.org/ 
INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION WEEK                      

International Education Week (IEW) is an opportunity to celebrate the benefits of an international dimension at all levels of education, whether in schools and pre-school work, Further or Higher Education, Adult Learning and in fact throughout Lifelong Learning.

http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/educationoverview/events/iew/
BUILDING SCHOOLS FOR THE FUTURE & BREEAM

The Building Research Establishment has developed a new environmental assessment method (BREEAM) specially for schools. All building projects over a certain size or value funded by DfES must aim to achieve a schools BREEAM 'very good' rating in terms of its environmental performance. This includes Building Schools for the Future, academies and other projects, which are expected to become models of sustainable development.

http://www.bsf.gov.uk/
MOD EDUCATION OUTREACH PROGRAMME – ‘GIVING STUDENTS A START’

The MOD Education Outreach programme assists students in a number of Further Education Colleges where diversity is often > 70% and where often nearly 50% of the students do not have English as their first language, with curriculum work and employability skills both in the classroom, and hosting in MB to provide a flavour of the workplace. The strap line is ‘giving students a start’ and we have seen real quantifiable successes of students gaining employment in the chosen route into such careers including MOD, Health Service Trusts, the Metropolitan Police, and Customs and Excise. PUS initiated the programme in 2001 after discussions with College Principals he had seen the benefits of MOD working in partnerships with Further Education Colleges to create career and employment opportunities particularly amongst ethnic and minority groups. Such is its success that more London Colleges are clamouring for our support and links to help their students reach the first rung of the employment ladder.  Strands of work include security cleared work placements, work experience, mentoring, taster days in Main Building, interviewing and communication skills training. 

SKILL FORCE

The Skill Force project is a volunteering scheme mainly run by retired military instructors who deliver a range of vocational skills training to young people. The aim is to encourage young people with an alternative curriculum. There are now 31 teams of instructors working with 4,500 pupils in over 140 schools. The initiative, jointly sponsored by MoD and the Department for Education and Skills, has achieved remarkable success since the first pilot schemes were launched in 2000. In April 2004 it was divested from the MOD and became an independent education charity.

LIFE-LONG SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

Both the Learning and Skills Council and the Higher Education Funding Council for England have recently had their own sustainable development strategy consultations to promote and support sustainable development within the further and higher education sectors and have now published their strategies. 

http://www.lsc.gov.uk/National/default.htm         http://www.hefce.ac.uk/lgm/sustain/
DTI has supported research by Forum for the Future looking at how sector skills bodies can help to develop a workforce  equipped with the right level of knowledge and skills that allow them to both understand the need for sustainable development, and be able to actively contribute towards achieving it.  

SUSTAINABILITY LITERACY

DfES is working with Forum for the Future to ensure sustainability is promoted across the spectrum of post-school sector bodies and together they have established a Sustainability Integration Group.

http://www.forumforthefuture.org.uk/aboutus/signetevents_page2162.aspx
CSR ACADEMY

DTI launched the web-based CSR Academy including the CSR Competency Framework in July 2004 to help to organisations to develop the skills and competences necessary to integrate responsible business practice into their day to day operations.  

UN DECADE OF ESD
The DfES supports the UK National Commission to UNESCO’s Education’s Committee’s Working Group on the UN DESD. This year saw the UK launch conference of the Decade. 

http://www.una-uk.org/unesco/index.html
NORTHERN IRELAND

The Department of Education will contribute to the overall Government objectives on sustainable development in a number of ways: 


Revised Curriculum – Sustainable development will have a high profile and is one of the key themes to be developed through all parts of the planned revised curriculum at primary and post primary level to be implemented from Sept 2007. Pupils will address issues such as environmental change, bio-diversity and managing the human impact on the environment.  In particular, Sustainable Development will be covered through curricular areas such as Environment and Society (Science and Geography), Local and Global Citizenship (interdependence, role of non-governmental organisations) and Employability (environmental implications of work practices).  At primary level, Sustainable Development will be covered in areas such as the World Around Us.

· School planning and design – The investment in new schools will be designed to meet the best practice in sustainable construction and waste management. 

· Sustainable consumption and production – implementing best practice on recycling, printing and publishing and promoting policies on this with education partners.   


Curriculum


· Legislation will be in place for a revised curriculum in Northern Ireland’s schools from 2006, with implementation on a phased basis from Sept 2007.  

· Sustainable Development will have a high profile as it is one of the key themes to be developed through all parts of the curriculum at primary and post-primary levels.  

· As part of Sustainable Development in the revised curriculum, pupils should:

· Understand the interdependence of society, the economy and the environment;

· Develop respect for the needs of both present and future generations;

· Understand the local and global implications of lifestyle choices;

· Encourage bio-diversity and act towards promoting an improved environment and a fairer, more just world;

· Develop an awareness of some of the ethical dilemmas arising from scientific, technological and environmental change, assess the human and environmental impacts and take action as appropriate.

· In particular, Sustainable Development will be covered through curricular areas such as Environment and Society (Science and Geography), Local and Global Citizenship (interdependence, role of non-governmental organisations) and Employability (environmental implications of work practices).  At primary level, Sustainable Development will be covered in areas such as the World Around Us.

· In addition, the greater flexibility provided by the revised curriculum will enable a more cross-curricular approach to be taken to teaching.  For example, a group of teachers of different subjects could work together to co-ordinate lessons around one topic, such as sustainable development.  

· Legislation will be in place by September 2006 and the revised curriculum will be introduced on a phased basis from September 2007.  CCEA is currently working on guidance and teaching support materials in preparation for implementation.
School Planning and Design

· A review of the Schools Building Handbook, which outlines the accommodation standards for new schools, is currently underway and will  ensure that all aspects of best practice in sustainable design and construction are included.

SCOTLAND

The Scottish Executive's response to the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development will be taken forward in the context of the sustainable development strategy published on 14 December 2005, but the Executive has already taken action which demonstrates the positive contribution that Scotland can make to the objectives of the UN Decade.

The first stages of the Executive's contribution to the UN Decade will focus on work in schools. These plans were launched by the Education Minister Peter Peacock in June 2005. They focus on:

· Embedding education for sustainable development within the new curriculum; 

· Increasing participation in the Eco-Schools programme; 

· Modernising the school estate - building sustainability in from the outset.

Two additional objectives have been developed in relation to:

· Improving support for schools (including the development of materials);

· Making best use of the spaces beyond the classroom (including the development of outdoor education opportunities)

The vision of the UN Decade is broad and far-reaching. The Scottish Executive is currently working with stakeholders to develop actions across a wide range of sectors to help deliver the broad vision of sustainable development supported by this initiative. More information about the Executive's response will be published in due course.

Curriculum

The Executive has recently set out – for the first time - a set of clear statements about the purposes of education in Scotland.  Concepts of responsible citizenship and sustainability are at the heart of the vision for future education set out in A Curriculum for Excellence.  The aim is for young people in Scotland to be:

· Successful learners, enabled to make reasoned evaluations and link and apply learning in new situations

· Confident individuals, who can develop and communicate their own views of the world and their place in it

· Effective contributors, clear thinking and articulate with problem solving skills and ‘can do’ attitudes to life; and

· Responsible citizens, who can develop knowledge and understanding of the world and Scotland's place in it, evaluate environmental, scientific and technological issues, enabling them to develop informed, ethical views of complex issues.

This is an ambitious agenda, shifting the balance of the curriculum from a highly content-based system to one which concentrates on outcomes for young people.  It also identifies very clearly the potential contribution young people can make to debate and action on global and local issues. In short, we are giving greater emphasis to preparing young people to be citizens of the modern world. 

Sustainable Development Liaison Group (SDELG)

The Sustainable Development Education Liaison Group (SDELG) is funded by the Scottish Executive Education Department, managed by Learning and Teaching Scotland and has an appropriately broad membership of relevant organisations.  The SDELG has been given the responsibility of devising policy to enable SDE to be implemented and to have an enhanced position within the school curriculum in Scotland.  

The SDELG is taking forward a two-year programme of work to provide a framework for SDE that will support teachers within a future-orientated, flexible curriculum. This framework will draw upon examples of good practice, such as those outlined above. The intention of the group is to provide online support for integrating elements of SDE within mainstream subject areas and to link SDE to other cross-curricular matters such as citizenship, inclusion, health-promoting schools, Grounds for Learning and international school links.  Case studies, resources and lesson planning tools will make it easier for teachers and school managers to adopt SDE.

Eco-Schools

Scotland has the highest percentage of schools in Europe who are involved in the Eco-schools programme, a whole-school approach involving teaching and non-teaching staff, parents and the wider community as well as pupils in learning about sustainable development issues.  Considerable progress has been made in 2005 and at present over 70% of schools are registered Eco Schools.  The target, announced by Education Minister, Peter Peacock MSP earlier this year is to have 80% of all schools registered on the Eco-schools programme by January 2008.

Schools Estate
One of the Scottish Executive’s key priorities is to modernise the school estate, and investments in renewing school buildings in Scotland will exceed £2.3 billion by the end of this decade. This provides the opportunity for school children across Scotland to benefit from new learning environments which incorporate the principles of sustainable design and construction. Consultation with stakeholders is central to the school estate strategy, and authorities are increasingly involving pupils in the design process for new school projects, thereby enhancing and developing the link between education for sustainable development and making real improvements in the built environment.

An example of this approach is a project funded by the Scottish Executive's Future Learning and Teaching Programme. ‘Design for Learning: 21st Century Schools' is a programme to generate ideas for buildings which will inspire and motivate teachers and pupils to maximise their individual and collective potential. The project aims to promote new ideas about how we might build, renovate and use school buildings in order to raise educational achievement, promote sustainable development and support a culture of lifelong learning and local communities.   
Further and Higher Education

Scotland’s universities and colleges have a vital contribution to the UN Decade, in developing and managing their estates, in spreading knowledge to students and the wider community, supporting research that leads to more sustainable technologies or approaches and introducing education for sustainable development into curricula where appropriate.  The Executive is working with the Funding Council to develop guidance and examples of best practice in all of these areas.

The Funding Council are reviewing Sustainability Literacy - to assess how extensively sustainable development topics are embedded into the curriculum in colleges and universities – and will be working with the Higher Education Academy on delivering change in teaching and learning on this challenging cross-disciplinary topic.   

The Scottish Executive is funding the Environmental Association for Universities & Colleges in Scotland to deliver a Campus Sustainability Programme (CaSPr) which was launched at a national conference in November in Edinburgh.  This sector-led initiative will provide a peer-to-peer training and capacity-building network to raise performance in the sector – initially targeting waste management, travel plan developments and energy and water efficiency improvements.  Further topics to be covered will include sustainable procurement, sustainable construction and campus biodiversity along with general support for ESD.  

Lifelong Learning

Education for sustainable development is for everyone, at whatever stage of life they find themselves.  There are many examples in Scotland of programmes which are supporting individuals and communities to learn by doing, linking training and development packages with practical conservation and environmental improvement programmes.   One example is the acclaimed Environmental Placement Programme run by the Business Environmental Partnership and others to place undergraduates in a real-life placement during the summer vacation – carrying out practical audits for small and medium sized companies.  Another is the programme of Continuing Professional Development (CPD) modules available to Scottish organisations seeking to improve their energy and waste management skills – delivered at Stow College.  

WALES

Sustainable Development is at the heart of the Welsh Assembly Government’s work. Its founding legislation – the Government of Wales Act 1998 –specifically gives it a statutory duty to promote sustainable development across all of its policies and activities.

In order to facilitate the embedding of sustainable development into the education field the Minister for Education and Lifelong Learning established in 2001 an Education for Sustainable Development Advisory Panel.  Alongside it there also existed a separate Global Citizenship Working Group. In 2004, it was decided that these two entities should merge.  This was in recognition of the fact that the issues form a continuum of activities and needed an integrated holistic overview taken of them.  Membership of the new Panel, which is chaired by the Assembly, comprises representatives from ACCAC, Estyn, ELWA, Environment Agency, Countryside Council for Wales, WLGA, Department for Industrial Development and a range of NGOs and voluntary organisations including British Council, Oxfam, Cyfanfyd, Wales Youth Forum and Keep Wales Tidy.  Its principal responsibility is to consider how the concept of sustainable development and global citizenship can best be incorporated into education and training as a whole while developing a long term vision for Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) and Global Citizenship (GC).  

It has been collectively and historically responsible for providing a range of resources to assist teachers more successfully to deliver these issues across the curriculum.  Some of these include ACCAC’s 2002 Guidance on ESD and GC which has been issued to all primary and secondary schools in Wales, the production of a range of relevant videos and an Assembly Global Citizenship Secondary School Curriculum map.  A further important development has been the establishment of a virtual bilingual directory which holds information on teacher resources for practitioners within a region, by topic, who may need ESD and GC material.  

Two important initiatives that have been taken by the Panel are the introduction of its annual award scheme and the development of an All Wales ESD and GC Strategy.  In the case of the former, this was introduced 3 years ago as a source of funding for innovative pilot projects to test out initially ESD but latterly has been extended to embrace GC type activities.  The intention is that if such projects are successful they should become mainstreamed.  In the latest tranche of projects for 2005-06, we have specifically sought to support a more diverse range of educational sectors and to move away from the previous concentration on school based type projects. As a result we have approved a further 9 projects with a total contribution from the Assembly of £150,000.  

The other major initiative which is likely to have a very significant impact in this particular area and which is being pursued by the Panel, is the preparation of an All Wales Strategy for ESD and GC.  This is one of the top ten commitments in the Assembly’s Sustainable Development Action Plan.  Through a consultancy arrangement, a draft of such a strategy has now been completed and this takes a view across the entire education sector and includes recommendations for schools, youth, further and higher education and adult and continuing education.  This has just been completed and will be submitted to me shortly for agreement to it being subject to widespread consultation. The document can be found on http://www.learning.wales.gov.uk
Apart from the individual sector recommendations, it also includes a number of cross cutting themes which require greater commitment and leadership from key stakeholders including the Assembly; the need for all students to acquire the necessary skills, knowledge base, values and attitudes; the importance of achieving whole institution approach; the recognition that partnerships are fundamental to the delivery of ESD and GC; a need for some basic research to underpin these activities; and the need for greater effort, time, energy and financial resources to be devoted to it.  

Another key initiative in which the Panel is involved principally with Cyfanyfyd (the Development Association for Wales) is with the development of a project known as Enabling Effective Support. This is based on an UK wide initiative that has been led by the Department for International Development in response to a need for a more systematic approach to education in global citizenship. In Wales this has been broadened to also embrace ESD and is intended to provide, as its title implies, effective support to schools, other educational institutions and other organisations seeking to implement ESD and GC. It is jointly funded by the Assembly at a cost of £300,000 over the period April 2005 and August 2009 and by DfID at £103,000 per annum.

· Item 4b – Capacity building and sharing of experiences

PECE

Education for Sustainable Development is one of the priority themes for the UK initiative Partners for Environmental Cooperation in Europe – PECE [pronounced “peace”]. PECE brings together organisations from business, government and civil society to help protect the environment and promote sustainable development in Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia (the “EECCA” region).

PECE was launched in March this year. It now has 54 UK-based members and has 12 projects currently in progress, working in partnership with EECCA organisations. Eight of these projects have an ESD component. For example, one project is providing training and resources on sustainability and climate change for teachers in Central Asia, including energy saving light bulbs for their schools. Another project is creating a permanent facility on Sakhalin Island in Russia to deliver sustainable development training to local government officials.

Project partners fund projects and Defra provides some matched-funding from its Environment for Europe Fund.

We encourage EECCA organisations to express their interest if they have a project idea or would like to partner with a UK PECE member. There is a form available to register details on-line.

More details are available at www.pece.co.uk.

· Item 4c – Review of implementation: indicators and reporting

Please make the Power Point presentation available on the website.

We strongly endorse the basic model for indicators that the experts' group developed: input-process-output-outcome.  

Bearing in mind the cost of new data collections, we also endorse para. 10 of the covering note which says The experts highlighted the usefulness of finding links between the proposed set of indicators and relevant indicators and data already available at national and international levels.  The result of using national data in this way may be that indicators are not reducible to a single, internationally comparable number or ratio. We should see the indicator definitions as a set of guidelines for national evaluation reports on the implementation of the strategy.

· Item 5 – Input for the 6th Environment for Europe Conference
The UK Presidency coordinated the EU’s views on possible issues and objectives for the next Environment for Europe Conference and has submitted a paper to the UNECE Secretariat. 

This paper suggests that the Belgrade conference might be held back to back with a meeting of education and environment Ministers to review progress in the implementation of the education for sustainable development strategy, if the host government agrees. The Kiev declaration called for back to back meetings as far as possible.

The EU does not expect any new conventions or protocols to be signed in Belgrade.
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