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Intervention by Spain

Item 4(a): Coordination at national/state and international levels:

Spain conceives the efforts related to UNECE Strategy process in the frame of its initiatives for the UN Decade on Education for Sustainable Development. For this reason, the coordinating body for both processes is going to be the Spanish Commission for the UN DESD that is being created under the umbrella of the Spanish Commission of UNESCO with the support of the Ministries of Environment, Education and Science, and Foreign Affairs. From this platform are beginning to realize the contacts with the key actors for composing a participative Commission:

· Other Departments of National Administration: Ministries of Social Affairs and of Industry and Energy.

· Other Administration Levels: Regional Governments, Local Administrations

· Other Stakeholders: NGOs (environmental, social, consumer organization), Trade Unions, Business Organizations, Universities.

As well, the national action plan will be developed relating this two international initiatives with the processes generated in Spain from the consensus generated by the participative elaboration of White Paper on Environmental Education in Spain (1999), that is being addressed, developed and contextualized through Regional Strategies on Environmental Education in 12 or the 17 Spanish regions. Both the White Paper and the Regional Strategies have been developed in the frame of sustainability. At this moment, is being evaluated the impact of the White Paper, and on the basis of this evaluation, the work of the Spanish Commission for the UN DESD, and the mentioned international initiatives, is planned to celebrated on 2007 the IV Meeting of Environmental Education in Spain, where will be establish the basis for a national action plan on environmental education for sustainability.

14 December 2005

Intervention of Spanish Delegation on Item 4(c): Review of implementation: indicators and reporting.

Spain welcomes and congratulates the work of the Expert Group on ESD Indicators, that is for sure to be an useful tool for the UNECE Strategy process. Spain appreciates particularly the effort for addressing in an indicators system a wide range of countries with very different backgrounds.

The Chair or this Expert Group has recognized that the system of indicators, at its current state, can be demanding. Spain might have difficulties to obtain very detailed information in several aspects due to its decentralized political organization.

