UNECE Steering Committee on Education for Sustainable Development

First meeting

Geneva, 13 to14 December 2005

Intervention by ITALY

Agenda Item 4
Discussion and adoption of the Draft Work Plan for 2005-2007

Thought-starter for comments points a) “Coordination at national/state and international levels”.

Italy agrees the importance with of creating a consultative mechanism to contribute to the implementation process of UNECE Strategy and to ensure an active participation of all stakeholders working in this sector.

As indicated in the Strategy (ch. 5, par. 42 and 47) Italy has realised the translation of the Strategy and intends to set up a national ESD platform under the umbrella of the General Directorate of the Ministry for Environment engaged on sustainable development. The challenge is to involve not only subjects who were involved on Environmental Education or in education in general, but also a wider range of actors in charge of other thematic issues related to SD such as health, sustainable consumption and production, governance and so on. The approach has to be multidisciplinary, with the aim to apply in the policy making processes, both for ESD and SD, the same methodological approach promoted by ESD in the educational processes. 

The platform will be based on the ongoing cooperation between the Ministries for Environment and Education and will involve others Ministries such as Health, Finance, Productive Activities and Equal Opportunities, Regions, Environmental Associations, Business sector and Unions, National Research Institute, local authorities of Schools, National Coordination for Agenda 21, Italian National Commission of  UNESCO and other subjects called to discuss a draft of the National Implementation Plan that should be ready for  2007. The National Implementation Plan will be formalized, concerning objectives, themes, tools and priority areas by the Permanent Coordination Board between State and Regions and, concerning financial aspects, by the Interministerial Committee for Economic Planning. 

Coordination and integration are key elements to substantially realise the programme for the Decade, both at national and international levels. 

Taking it all into account Italy supported the integration of ESD into the MSSD and  is actively engaged in the introduction of ESD as both a thematic measure and a cross-cutting issue within the four thematic clusters of next CSD cycle. Italy is also working on highlighting the key interrelations between ESD and SCP in the Marrakech process to join cultural changes to better behaviours.

