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The implementation of the UNECE Strategy for Education for Sustainable Development is carried out in Germany within the framework of the activities to implement the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development. The UN Decade ESD is a major priority for Germany and is being coordinated by a National Committee that was specifically instituted for this task on the basis of a unanimous resolution by the German Parliament. The Committee consists of 30 high-level representatives and experts from the field of ESD, including the relevant Federal Ministries, representatives of the Federal States, or Länder, non-governmental organizations, the media, and the business sector. In the implementation of the Decade, the National Committee cooperates with hundreds of local and national initiatives. As ESD has to reach out to every individual citizen, our main focus is anchoring the Decade broadly in civil society. German implementation of the Decade is carried out under the patronage of the President of the Federal Republic of Germany, Horst Köhler.

The German National Plan of Action for the Decade was already launched before the March 2005 UNECE Vilnius conference: It was presented to the public on 13 January 2005, on the occasion of the publicly televised launch conference that brought together some 400 representatives from politics and civil society. The launch event was organized by the Federal Ministry of Education and Research, the German Commission for UNESCO, and the public broadcaster ZDF.

In November 2005, the Plan of Action was supplemented by a Catalogue of Measures that lists over 60 concrete and measurable strategic activities by major stakeholders that intend to contribute to reorienting education towards sustainable development. The Catalogue of Measures and the Plan of Action will be constantly revised throughout the Decade.

Throughout 2005 we have also certified over 170 ESD best-practice projects as Official German Contributions to the UN Decade. Projects can apply for this label to the National Committee, which has created a specific logo for this purpose. The aim of this initiative, which gets substantial media coverage, is to raise the visibility of ESD throughout Germany and to encourage good practice.

Further progress since the Vilnius conference includes the launch of the UNESCO Chair of Higher Education for Sustainable Development at the University of Lüneburg with a major international conference in September 2005, and the second meeting of the German Roundtable for the Decade, which brought together around 150 initiatives in November in Erfurt/Thuringia. The Roundtable convenes once a year and contributes to implementing ESD via various informal working group sessions between the meetings. This year’s Roundtable came together in Erfurt on the invitation of the Minister-President of the Federal State of Thuringia, this being but one example of the many initiatives the German Länder are undertaking in implementing the Decade. A number of Länder have already prepared their own Action Plans for the Decade, other Länder are set to follow.

Strong international co-operation and joint global action play a more important role in achieving sustainable development than they do in virtually any other political endeavour. We are convinced, therefore, that raising to the challenge of the UN Decade ESD goes to the heart of the mandate of the UN and of UNESCO. We therefore highly welcome the initiatives by UNECE and UNESCO to strengthen international cooperation for ESD and encourage the relevant bodies to proceed vigorously on their path to making just, humane and lasting development a reality for every country and every individual citizen.


