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INTERVENTION BY FINLAND
· Finland plans to translate the strategy to Finnish during 2006

· In March 2002 the Ministry of Education appointed an ESD committee, the main task of which is to carry out the Baltic 21E programme and enhance ESD according to the Baltic 21E programme model. When the United Nations declared 2005–2014 the Decade of Education for Sustainable Development, the Ministry of Education assigned  its ESD committee an additional task to draw up a national strategy for the DESD. This committee has members from the Ministry's Department for Education and Science Policy and one member from the Ministry's Secretariat for International Relations. The national co-ordinator is the chairperson for the committee and the co-ordinators for schools, higher education (universities, polytechnics) and for non-formal education are also members of the committee. During 2006 an updating of the national SD strategy for education will be made. 

In June 2004 a special sub-committée on ESD  was established under the Finnish National Commission for Sustainable Development. This  sub- committée to the Government's Commission  will - among its other          tasks - contribute to national follow-up of DESD.
        

     A national programme for sustainable consumption and production was   

     adopted in 2005.

                           The education sub-commitée to the Finnish National Unesco Commission will   

                           have its own specific role in the implementation ot the        strategy.

· Since July 2005, the focal point also acts as the Lead Party for the Education sector of the Baltic21, together with Lithuania. The UN’s ECE Strategy for the implementation of DESD in Europe has been “constructed” very much along the lines of Baltic 21E programme. This means that what we can apply what we have learned from Baltic 21E and the promotion of ESD according to the Baltic 21E programme model when implementing the European DESD Strategy in Finland.
· Finland started developing a national action plan on ESD

· Finland has national policy documents specifically dedicated to ESD

· ESD is also addressed in another policy documents: 

The promotion of sustainable development has been incorporated into the following normative documents  in the education sector: the Government's Development Plan for Education and Research 2003–2008;  the national core curricula in basic and general and vocational upper secondary education; and the performance agreements concluded by the polytechnics and universities with the Ministry of Education for the period 2004-2006. The promotion of sustainable development in education and research is one of the performance targets in 2005 for the whole Department for Education and Science Policy in the Ministry of Education.

· Additional information: 

There is since two years a Baltic Sea regional website for ESD in higher education at the website: www.balticuniv.uu.se/esd.  This website is a co-operation between Finland and the Baltic University Programme. It is presently financed by the Finnish Ministry of Education.
