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DEFINING ENSI

Environment and School Initiatives (ENSI) is an international government based network focused on innovation and research in environmental education (EE) and education for sustainable development. It was established under the auspices of OECD –CERI (Centre for Education, Research and Innovation) in 1986. The current international secretariat is based in the pedagogical high school of Solothurn, Switzerland. ENSI is currently developing an official partnership with UNESCO in the framework of the UN Decade on Education for Sustainable Development (UN DESD). ENSI brings together school initiatives, school authorities, teacher training, educational research institutions and other stakeholders from more than twenty countries worldwide and its membership is growing. 

ENSI supports educational developments that promote environmental understanding, active approaches to teaching and learning, and citizenship education. This is achieved mainly through research and the international exchange of experiences. ENSI adopts a participatory approach involving schools, students, teachers, teacher trainers and administrators, with their main focus directed towards action research and development.

ENSI’s main strengths are:

· It is an institution-based network, representing national education authorities at senior government level

· It is a research oriented network, involving research institutions sharing an active and participative vision of educational research in environmental education

· It is an action-oriented network, fostering school initiatives and projects aiming to develop the quality of schooling in the community and ensuring it is consistent with the ideas of sustainable development.

ENSI’s main areas of work in the field of environmental school initiatives include:

· initiating, coordinating and supporting research and school development activities

· promoting international exchange, understanding and cooperation, including cooperating with other international organizations and programmes

· making policy recommendations and or statements on EE and EfS.

Since 1990 the ENSI network has contributed to fostering a dialogue among countries and between different stakeholders in each country, to explore the impact and meaning of Environmental Education (EE) and Education for Sustainability (EfS) in each country. ENSI has also provided a platform for the systematic exchange of ideas, experiences and innovations in the member countries, which in turn, run their own ENSI national networks.

Since 2000 the focus of ENSI research was on the extensive use of action research as a tool for teacher training and for school development or on the development of schools as learning organizations with an emphasis on sustainability values. ENSI believes schools should use the contents and initiatives they deal with to be an active partner in the local social system and thus contribute to improving the quality of education in general and to reactivate societal values.

ENSI is strongly committed to supporting all international efforts considering education as a key issue for the whole international movement for sustainable development, and, therefore offers its experience and programs to all interested countries. 

CURRENT PROJECT AREAS

ENSI’s current major project areas are: 

Quality Criteria and ESD Conceptualisation

The overall 3 year research project focuses on two parallel and highly interrelated and intertwined issues / themes: 

1.Conceptualisation of ESD;

2.The use of Quality Criteria for school self-evaluation.

Both of these issues respond to recent international challenges in ESD in general but can at the same time be seen as follow-up on previous research work done within the framework of ENSI

Teacher Education and ESD 

This project is divided into two parts. One part relates to the EU funded project on developing and/or selecting competences teachers need for teaching ESD and developing materials that support teacher training institutes and their lecturers to ‘teach’ these competences in their respective institutes,(CSCT) that is described in further detail below. 

The second part relates to a publication of case studies in teacher education, (Kyburz-Graber, R., Hart, P., Posch, P. & Robottom,2006. Reflective Teaching in Teacher Education. Learning from Case Studies of Environmental Education. Bern, Wien: Peter Lang), and its follow up, in the form of a ‘training of trainers’ seminar(s). Further information on specific follow up will be made available following the ENSI AGM in March 2006.

Information Communication Technology and ESD

This project develop a set of quality criteria (QC) for ICT supported ESD on the basis of QC for ESD school. It will gather good practices in ICT supported ESD and to develop ENSI website for refereed ICT supported ESD material . Another aspect of the project is to experiment, test, and to find out the best available tools of ICT for ESD (year 2005 – 2006) keeping in mind the shared need for collaborative knowledge building, combining and integrating different expertise. The computer programs selected must be at least inexpensive and easy to use to guarantee large scale use.

RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Our EU funded project, SEED (School Development through Environmental Education) European network - which was approved in 2002 by the European Commission as a COMENIUS 3 Network has recently ended. Please see below the key products emerging from SEED

The report from the Conference ‘ Building Capacity and Empowerment  through Education for Sustainable Development “Esbjerg, May 2005, 

 

Quality Criteria for ESD schools, Guidelines to enhance the quality of ESD: This publication targets schools and educational authorities engaged in Education for Sustainable Development (ESD). It presents a proposal for a non-exhaustive list of ‘quality criteria’ to be used as a starting point for reflections, debates and further development regarding future work on ESD among educational officials, teachers, headmasters, parents, and students. It is available in 12 languages. 

The quality criteria described above grew out of the results of a comparative research study on quality criteria, and a comprehensive report is now available.  This report is based on information collected from 13 country reports on implicit and explicit criteria guiding Eco-schools’ development processes in whole school plans, inspired by Environmental Education values and principles. By analysing trends and divergences in the reports, the publication will focus on identifying the visions of the future world that are embedded in the Eco-schools’ programmes and what conceptualisation of learning-teaching processes and school development can be identified in this work.  

These reports can be downloaded from the ensi website www.ensi.org
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