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Distinguished Chairman! 

Dear Colleagues! 

On behalf of Central Asian Ministers of Environment and Education, let me greet the participants of the First Meeting of the Steering Committee on implementation of the UNECE Strategy on Education for Sustainable Development and wish them achievement of specific and significant outcomes contributing into the Strategy implementation in the region.  
Central Asian countries repeatedly voiced its joint sub-regional position on environmental education and education for sustainable development at the Fifth Pan-European Environmental Ministerial Conference held in Kiev, in 2003; at the High Level Meeting on Education for Sustainable Development in Vilnius, in March 2005 and at the 13th Session of the UNECE Environmental Policy Committee in Geneva.
During last recent years, Central Asia had achieved significant results in field of education for sustainable development:  
· We created and worked out the mechanism of coordination process on EE and ESD in CA countries, involving major parties into that process, including ministries of education, environment, institutions of science and education, community and international organizations,
· We strengthen cooperation between the Ministries of Education and Environment, science, NGOs through Central Asian Working Group (CA WG) on ESD activity. Today, the WG members, received a mandate from the Fourth Sub-regional Conference on ESD to report on progress achieved on ESD, take part at the meeting, 
· We take an active part in ESD processes on the levels of European and Asian regions, we consider this as a unique opportunity of coordination and integration of national and sub-regional programs with global and regional initiatives, 
· We highlight sustainability of EE and ESD process in CA and existing good practice of conduction of the annual conferences on EE and ESD (Dushanbe-2002, Bishkek-2003, Almaty-2004 and Almaty-2005) and welcome its further development and support, 
· CA EE Programme provides with practical support to educational institutions, Ministries and NGOs in CA countries, including new textbooks, educational, methodical and informational materials, trainings, projects, etc.,

· In 2004-2005 we have created the EE Centers in Kyrgyz Republic and the Republic of Tajikistan as a result of effective work with donors and partners, and we intend to establish EE centers in Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan with assistance of our partners,  
· We strengthen and develop collaboration on EE and ESD with our partners, i.e. UNECE, UNESCO Cluster Office in CA, UNESCO Regional Office in Bangkok, European Commission, OSCE offices and other international organizations and embassies of donor-countries in CA countries.

· We already have the first achievements on the way of the UNECE Strategy on ESD implementation in Central Asia:  

· In 2005 the Coordinating Council on ESD issues development and implementation of the UNECE Strategy on ESD was established in the Kyrgyz Republic on the Governmental level. 18-19 October 2005 the National Conference «ESD in Kyrgyzstan: capacity evaluation and prospection» was held in Bishkek. Participants of the Conference addressed to the Government, Parliament of Kyrgyzstan and partners to support the process of implementation the Strategy in the country.  
· In November 2005 with the purpose of implementation of the UNECE Strategy on ESD the Programme «On development EE, environmental manpower training and retraining, and also prospects of perfection of the training and retraining system in the Republic of Uzbekistan» was developed in the Republic of Uzbekistan. For implementation of the Programme Coordinating Group was established.
· 2 December 2005 the National Conference «ESD in Tajikistan» was held in Dushanbe. The Conference confirmed priority of EE and ESD at the governmental level and considered issues of implementation of the UNECE Strategy on ESD in the country. In Tajikistan the Government initiatively started the process of translation the Strategy into Tajik language. 
1. 
We would like to inform You that the Fourth Sub-regional Conference on EE and ESD in CA, in Almaty, September 21-22, 2005 included presentation of the UNECE Strategy on ESD and discussion of the priority actions of CA countries on its implementation in Central Asia. The final documents of the Conference included Statement of CA countries on ESD and Recommendations of participants of the Conference to the partners and donors on EE/ESD. 
After the Conference, additional support of five national seminars on ESD in CA countries (October, 2005) on promotion of ides of the UN Decade on ESD, UNECE Strategy on ESD, dissemination of outputs of the Fourth Sub-regional Conference on ESD was provided. The Strategy, final documents of the Conference, new educational materials were presented at the seminars; trainings for teachers were conducted as well.
Let me express a hope that these 
initiatives and proposals of the Central Asian on implementation the UNECE Strategy on ESD will be met with understanding and interest by members of the Steering Committee and partners. 

Thank you for your attention! 
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