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Summary 

 By its terms of reference, the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

(ECE) Steering Committee for Education for Sustainable Development is charged with 

monitoring progress in the implementation of the UNECE Strategy for Education for 

Sustainable Development (CEP/AC.13/2005/4/Rev.1, annex I, para. 4 (b)). The mandate of 

the Steering Committee as the principal decision-making body for the activities on the 

Strategy in the ECE region, responsible for giving guidance and strategic directions to the 

implementation of the Strategy and monitoring progress in its implementation, was 

extended until 2030 by ministers and heads of delegation at the High-level Meeting of 

Education and Environment Ministries held on 8 June 2016 in Batumi, Georgia, in the 

framework of the Eighth Environment for Europe Ministerial Conference 

(ECE/BATUMI.CONF/2016/2/Add.2, para 10).  

 In line with its renewed mandate, and according to the established practice, in 

addition to the mandatory national progress reporting carried out at the end of each 

implementation phase, countries are asked to submit informal reports to the Steering 

Committee on the progress achieved and the challenges encountered in implementing the 
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Strategy. The secretariat will subsequently review all the reports submitted and prepare a 

presentation, which will identify the major themes and interesting developments with 

regard to the implementation of education for sustainable development in the ECE region.  

 To facilitate this process, the secretariat, together with the Chair of the Committee 

and in coordination with the Bureau, has prepared the present document — a brief 

questionnaire on progress made and challenges encountered in the implementation of the 

Strategy since the last reporting exercise undertaken in 2014. Countries are kindly 

requested to fill in the questionnaire and submit it to the secretariat before 20 March 2017. 
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1. National reporting on the progress achieved in the implementation of the United 

Nations Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) Strategy for Education for Sustainable 

Development offers a valuable opportunity for countries to learn from each other and to 

share newly produced resources and materials within and beyond the ECE region.  

2. In preparation for the twelfth meeting of the ECE Steering Committee on Education 

for Sustainable Development, countries are requested to fill in the questionnaire below, 

reporting on progress made and challenges encountered in implementing the selected three 

priority action areas since the tenth Steering Committee meeting (Geneva, 8-9 June 2015). 

3. Countries are kindly requested to submit this information in writing to the secretariat 

via e-mail (esd@unece.org) by 20 March 2017.  

4. The secretariat will review all the information submitted and deliver a synthesis 

presentation at the Steering Committee’s twelfth meeting. The presentation will be 

followed by an interactive discussion.  

5. Recognizing the importance of celebrating champions of education for sustainable 

development, Steering Committee members are in particular invited to indicate if there are 

any outstanding initiatives on the implementation of the priority action areas in their 

countries that they wish to share and/or present. 

  Questionnaire for 2017 informal country1 reporting on the 

implementation of the three “vertical” priority action areas2  

  Advances made and challenges encountered since the tenth Steering Committee 

meeting in June 2015 

 I. Priority action area (a) 

Encouraging whole-institution approaches by establishing education for sustainable development 

school plans, or embedding education for sustainable development in existing school plans, for 

every school by 2019 

 1. Has the number of schools adopting a “whole-institution approach” to 

sustainable development or education for sustainable development (ESD) increased? 

Yes X  No   Please specify 

ESD in Cyprus and the “whole-institution approach” are 

obligatory in Cyprus Educational System in Primary and pre-

primary education. This has been achieved through the 

establishment of the National Curriculum in ESD in 2010 and 

all the schools in pre-primary and primary education as a 

mandate they must developed their ESD School plans according 

to the particularities, the special needs and priorities regarding 

SD issues in their school and community. In Cyprus ESD School 

plan is called Sustainable Environmental Educational Policy. In 

Secondary Education which is not obligatory yet the ESD 

School plan what is observed is that the number of schools that 

  

 1 Countries with a federal structure are free to provide several inputs or questionnaires from different 

states or entities, if appropriate.  

 2 See framework for the future implementation of the UNECE Strategy for Education for Sustainable 

Development (ECE/BATUMI.CONF/2016/11), subparas. 20 (a)-(c). Available from 

http://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/environment-for-europe/efe-conferences/batumi-

conference/documents-and-materials.html. 

mailto:esd@unece.org
http://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/environment-for-europe/efe-conferences/batumi-conference/documents-and-materials.html
http://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/environment-for-europe/efe-conferences/batumi-conference/documents-and-materials.html
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Encouraging whole-institution approaches by establishing education for sustainable development 

school plans, or embedding education for sustainable development in existing school plans, for 

every school by 2019 

 elaborating Sustainable Development issues in their school is 

increased. It could be said that all the schools in secondary 

education in one or another way they examining through 

projects SD issues.  

 Please indicate if you wish to make a presentation on this 

topic or if there is an outstanding initiative in your country 

on this topic YES 

2. Have any (additional) incentives and assistance measures (guidelines, award 

scheme, funding, training, technical support) been made available that support ESD 

school plans? 

Yes X  No   Please specify  

In supporting schools to adapt to a whole institution approach to 

sustainable development/ESD, the Cyprus Pedagogical Institute 

has established an environmental pedagogical team which is 

working explicitly to create guidelines for schools to help them 

implement a whole institution approach. That tool is a 

comprehensive package, including (a) the framework for schools 

to organize their environmental curriculum and develop a 

sustainability policy; (b) the key themes of sustainable 

development and the anticipated learning outcomes; (c) examples 

of how non-formal and informal education can be used in 

conjunction with the existing learning processes in schools; (d) 

the didactic techniques and pedagogical approaches, with 

indicative examples, that can be used both inside and outside the 

school setting; (e) the indicators for students, teachers and class 

evaluation; and (f) the indicators for school progress reports 

(including campus, curriculum and community work). This 

educational package is under preparation.  
Also, the last two years Cyprus Ministry of Education and 

Culture in order to support schools to implement more 

effectively the actions that are included in each school ESD 

School Plan (In Cyprus is called Sustainable Environmental 

Educational Policy) is providing financial incentives to schools 

based on the quantities of energy, water, waste that saved. 

Particularly the last two years were given to schools for 

implementing their ESD School Plan more than 100.000 euros.  

 Please indicate if you wish to make a presentation on this 

topic or if there is an outstanding initiative in your country 

on this topic 

3. Are staff and students in schools with ESD plans more environmentally and 

ecologically aware than staff and students in schools without ESD plans? 

Yes   No  Please specify  

Since in Cyprus context ESD is a part of an educational 
policy, all the schools even in secondary education are 
working to ESD direction.  

Please indicate if you wish to make a presentation on 
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Encouraging whole-institution approaches by establishing education for sustainable development 

school plans, or embedding education for sustainable development in existing school plans, for 

every school by 2019 

 this topic or if there is an outstanding initiative in your 
country on this topic X 

4. Are there any recently produced materials or resources that are accessible to 

a wider audience (e.g., online)? 

Yes X  No   Please specify and, if applicable, indicate the language 
and website address 

For the implementation of ESD in Cyprus Context the 
Unit of Education for Environment and Sustainable 
Development of Cyprus Pedagogical Institute authored a 
series of educational materials, books, educational kids in 
various issues of Sustainable Development in order to 
support teachers and all the interested parties that 
interested to work with ESD in schools and outdoors. 
Those tools are interactive, experiential and based on the 
pedagogical and methodological approaches and 
techniques of ESD. They are multimodal books and tools 
and can be used by the teachers, students, parents and 
other professionals in various contexts. Those tools, kids, 
materials and books are elaborating issues as water, 
consumption and production, sustainable tourism, 
poverty, human rights, environmental migration, waste 
etc.  

Also a series of tools published in order to facilitate 
teachers, school principals, Counsellors, Educators in 
ESD, inspectors to apply more effectively the National 
Curriculum of ESD. Those tools are organized as an 
educational package which is sent to all the schools for 
supporting schools plan their ESD School Plan, 
implementing ESD Curriculum and assessing the 
achievement of ESD school plan. This package includes 
the materials below: 

1. A guide for designing and planning ESD School Plan.  

2.  A book with the indicators and learning outcomes 
that pursued through the ESD School Plans through 
the ESD Curriculum. 

3.  A book for ESD Curriculum implementation 

4.  A schools assessment for ESD School plan with 
qualitative indicators  

5.  A guide with ideas and examples on how to design 
and Plan ESD Schools plan.  

6.  Ideas and examples for the actions and interventions 
that can take place in school and community 
according to the ESD School Plan investigation. 

 All the tools are in Greek language, imprint and on-
line open access to anyone that is interested to use 
them to the official web-site of ESD in Cyprus  
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Encouraging whole-institution approaches by establishing education for sustainable development 

school plans, or embedding education for sustainable development in existing school plans, for 

every school by 2019 

 http://www.moec.gov.cy/dkpe/index.html 

Also, it is important to note that a specific web-site for the 
national curriculum created which has many ICT tools for ESD 
in each thematic Unit of the ESD curriculum. Also to this web-
site schools, teachers and all the interested parties can see 
good examples of ESD School Plans from other schools in 
Cyprus as well as good examples of ESD National Curriculum 
implementation with completed lessons and educational 
activities that applied in various SD issues from various 
schools. Also this website is in Greek. 
http://www.schools.ac.cy/klimakio/Themata/perivallontiki_ekpa
idefsi/index.html 

Finally, it is important to note that the last two years a special 
emphasis is given to the role of the Mass Media in promoting 
ESD in schools. In cooperation with the governmental Chanel 
CyBc we create a special tv program which presents various 
SD and environmental issues in Cyprus. This tv program is 
called “Home in Nature”. 150 films produced and all of them 
presented every week, one a week and have been sent to all the 
schools as a supporting tool to facilitate teachers work on ESD 
issues. Also, a special documentary of 1 and 30 hour created 
especially for Sustainable School and ESD School Plans in 
order to aware the civil society for the work that schools are 
doing in the field of ESD. This documentary will prepared also 
in English and will disseminated to regional and international 
level as the “voice of Cyprus Schools in ESD” 

 http://rethink.com.cy/el/download/tileorasi/ntokimanter 

http://rethink.com.cy/el/download/tileorasi/tileoptikes-
ekpompes 

5. Have you implemented or are you planning to implement any assessments 

or evaluations that will measure the impact of the actions taken to date in this area? 

Yes X   No   Cyprus Pedagogical Institute is planning to evaluate the 
implementation of ESD School Plans and ESD 
Curriculum in Pancyprian Scale. This evaluation is planes 
to take place from the September 2017 till May 2018 in 
order to examine a) the impacts of ESD school plans and 
ESD Curriculum in the school culture and ethos in SD 
issues b) how the concept of Sustainable School is 
implemented in school grounds and c) to identify the 
problems or obstacles and other needs in order to 
improve the ESD implementation in schools. It is planned 
to collect data from teachers, parents, principals, 
inspectors, students with the use of qualitative and 
quantitave methods as questionnaire, interviews, focus 
groups. The results will be announced in national level in 
a national conference for ESD and will publish in a report 
and in scientific international journals.  

Please indicate if you wish to make a presentation on 
this topic or if there is an outstanding initiative in your 

http://www.moec.gov.cy/dkpe/index.html
http://rethink.com.cy/el/download/tileorasi/ntokimanter


ECE/CEP/AC.13/2017/4 

 7 

Encouraging whole-institution approaches by establishing education for sustainable development 

school plans, or embedding education for sustainable development in existing school plans, for 

every school by 2019 

 country on this topic 

7. Additional comments on implementing the UNECE Strategy for ESD in your 

country (please specify, if any): 

UNECE ESD Strategy operated as the main tool for planning and implementing 

in Cyprus the National Strategy for ESD. For ensuring its’ implementation long-

term and for monitoring and updating the new developments regarding ESD 

UNECE Strategy the Cyprus Government decided to establish a permanent Unit 

for ESD in order to ensure the long-term implementation of ESD strategy. This 

decision taken recently by the Ministerial Board of Cyprus Republic where the 

chair is the President of the Republic of stuff, acknowledging the importance of 

ESD in Cyprus. This Unit will also operate as a horizontal link among the other 

Ministries, Public, Private bodies, NGOs University for implementing ESD in 

formal, non-formal and informal education and to the Cyprus Civil Society.  

 II. Priority action area (b)  

Promoting the extension of education for sustainable development in teacher education and in the training  

of all educators 

 1. Has there been any significant advancement made with regard introducing 

or extending ESD as a part of educators’ initial training? 

Yes X  No   Some Universities in Cyprus introduce ESD as a 

compulsory course in teachers initial training. Specifically 

Frederick University offers compulsory modules (ENV402 & 

ENV401 respectively) in ESD, in order to prepare teachers for   

using suitable teaching techniques for the implementation of ESD 

in their corresponding levels of education. These approaches 

include discussion, debate, simulations, role play, values analysis 

and clarification, brain-storming and concept mapping and 

various outdoors techniques. Also, Frederick University 

established the mentoring system in ESD. Particularly the 

students in their initial training course they are obliged to work 

for two months in schools with experienced teachers in ESD. 

They plan, design and teach in school base SD issues under the 

supervision of a Mentor which is operating as an advisor to them 

to all the stages of preparation and teaching in ESD, in order to 

support, facilitate and make them more competent to work 

effectively with ESD issues.  

 

Please indicate if you wish to make a presentation on 
this topic or if there is an outstanding initiative in your 
country on this topic 

2. Have there been any significant advances made with regard to introducing 

or extending ESD as a part of educators’ in-service training? 

Yes X  No   In relation to ESD in teacher education, it is indicated that 

various programs and courses, both obligatory and optional, have 

been promoted in Cyprus in an educational and training level. 
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Promoting the extension of education for sustainable development in teacher education and in the training  

of all educators 

 The introduction and upgrading of the quality of education and 

teacher training towards ESD emerged as a necessity, on the one 

hand, by raising the issues of environment and sustainable 

development, both through the introduction of the Curriculum of 

EE/ESD and through the enhancement of environmental 

education programs and environmental interventions in the 

school and the community. Education and training on issues of 

ESD offered by the Pedagogical Institute as the organization 

responsible for the ESD to meet the training needs of teachers in 

education. 

 

The programs and courses offered vary in type and content, 

covering various aspects and elements of ESD and concern 

various key stakeholders (principals, teachers of all educational 

levels, inspectors). 

 

Education and Training Programs in ESD for Teachers and 

Principals 

In regard to school principals, it is noted that the field of ESD has 

been introduced in the compulsory education and training courses 

of newly appointed principals of Primary and Secondary 

education. In the context of the specific field, the principals are 

introduced to the basic principles and aspects of ESD, to the 

concept of sustainable school and the way of planning and 

implementation of ESD School plans. However, particular 

importance is attached to the area of leadership and sustainable 

schools, since the role of principals is crucial for creating 

sustainable schools. 

 

Accordingly, the obligatory courses for assistant directors in 

secondary education include a module for ESD. Assistant 

directors are introduced to the key principals of ESD, as well as 

to the concept and content of sustainable schools. In addition, 

their role in promoting ESD in school is discussed, as well as the 

innovations, which can be promoted in a school through the 

newly established curriculum for EE / ESD. During the years 

2011-2012 and 2012-2013 180 Principals from Primary 

Education, 43 Principals from Secondary Education and 289 

assistant principals from Secondary Education participated in the 

compulsory education and training courses for ESD. 

 

Teacher education programs for ESD 

As for the training of teachers in ESD, various series of 

compulsory and optional seminars and courses are promoted in 

school-based training, central training, education and training 

courses through action research, fieldwork training and training 

in outdoor environments. 

 

More particular, in the level of compulsory education in ESD 

issues, two series of programs of education and training of 

teachers in primary education are carried out throughout the year. 

The mandatory training involves all teachers of schools. 
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Promoting the extension of education for sustainable development in teacher education and in the training  

of all educators 

 Specifically, each school is required to choose a teacher, as the 

coordinator of the school for EE/ESD, who is trained in the 

implementation of the curriculum for EE/ ESD, and then acts as 

the trainer of EE/ESD of his/her colleagues of his/her school unit. 

 

A) Compulsory Education and Training courses of teachers for 

the implementation of the NC (National Curriculum) of EE/ESD. 

It is implemented on an annual basis at three time periods. It is 

developed in three phases: a) the first phase informs teachers 

about the philosophy, principles, pedagogical framework of the 

NC, as well as the way of its effective implementation, b) the 

second phase concerns the explanation of the methodological 

framework for the implementation of the NC and the teaching 

techniques used, as well as the basic steps for planning the ESD 

School plan [Sustainable Environmental Education Policy 

(SEEP)] of the school, c) the third phase of the training of 

teachers involves the implementation of quality standards relating 

to the assessment of the school unit in relation to the effective 

promotion of SEEP in their school. 

 

B) Compulsory Education and Training of Teachers for ESD and 

implementation of the National Curriculum, in school basis, in 

the form of school networks. This program is annual, also, and it 

is addressed to teachers of primary education. The schools in 

each city are divided into networks. Each network consists of 10 

schools which have common geographical, cultural and social 

characteristics. On the frames of this program, teacher education 

is carried out on a school basis and it is entirely of a practical 

nature. The program is developed in three phases: a) In the first 

phase, teachers, one from each school, are planning their school’s 

ESD School plan (SEEP). They discuss and exchange opinions 

about difficulties which may arise, as well as examples of good 

practices in the organization, the issues of investigation, the 

objectives, interventions and changes promoted to each school, b) 

in the second phase, lessons are taught in the classes on ESD. The 

lessons are based on the ESD School plan, which each school 

has. Discussion follows, to give feedback on the lessons taught 

(content, teaching techniques, student participation, organization 

of the learning process, etc.), c) in the third phase, the teachers 

make a self-assessment of the implementation of ESD School 

plan (SEEP) under the guidance of the advisors of ESD. 

 

Optional programs of education and teacher training in ESD 

Apart from the mandatory educational and training programs 

offered by the Cyprus Pedagogical Institute, optional teacher 

education and training courses for ESD are offered, which last 

15-20 hours each and are in the following aspects: 

 

 The sustainable school 

 The teaching strategies of ESD 

 The use of external environments as key tools and 

means for ESD 
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Promoting the extension of education for sustainable development in teacher education and in the training  

of all educators 

  Training in the use of new technologies in ESD 

 Training in the use and application of educational 

materials produced by groups of teachers, to 

support the areas of the curriculum. 

 

The above training courses for ESD, concern educators at all 

levels of education (Pre-primary, Primary and Secondary 

Education). These courses can be attended independently or, a 

teacher can follow all the series of programs, on an annual basis 

to a training course of 80-100 hours. 

 

These seminars are empirical, interactive and experiential. They 

are organized in various areas such as Environmental Education 

Centers, museums, local trades, botanic gardens etc. All 

education and training programs offered are posted on the 

website of the Pedagogical Institute 

(http://www.pi.ac.cy/pi/index.php?lang=el).  

 

Please indicate if you wish to make a presentation on 
this topic or if there is an outstanding initiative in your 
country on this topic 

3. Are beginning teachers who have been in teacher education that has 

introduced ESD more likely to teach from a sustainability perspective?  

Yes X  No  Yes, teachers that attended in initial training courses in 
ESD or novice teachers that attended in-service training 
courses in ESD indicated that  they feel more confident 
and able to work with ESD in schools.  

Please indicate if you wish to make a presentation on 
this topic or if there is an outstanding initiative in your 
country on this topic 

4. Are there any recently produced materials or resources that are accessible to 

a wider audience (e.g., online)? 

Yes X  No  Yes, for the teachers in-service training various tools for 
their training have been produced. Particularly, a training 
book with the main pedagogical approaches accompanied 
by practical examples authored in Cyprus. Also, through 
the European Project CODES (School and Community 
Collaboration) under the coordination of ENSI, the 
pedagogical tool Keystones on school and community 
collaboration in ESD translated in Greek and is used as a 
supporting training tool for facilitating teachers to engage 
school with the community and vice versa during the ESD 
School Plan design. 

All the tools are on-line and open-access to official 
website of ESD in Cyprus 
http://www.moec.gov.cy/dkpe/index.html for teachers 
and all the parties that are interested to use them.  

5. Have you implemented or are you planning to implement any assessments 

http://www.pi.ac.cy/pi/index.php?lang=el
http://www.moec.gov.cy/dkpe/index.html
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Promoting the extension of education for sustainable development in teacher education and in the training  

of all educators 

 or evaluations that will measure the impact of the actions taken to date in this area? 

Yes X  No   Yes, various assessments and researches conducted in 
the field of teachers education and professional 
development in ESD. At the moment an extended research 
conducted in the field of School Principals and how they 
consider their role as school leaders for reorienting their 
school to sustainability. Also, a research conducted in 
mentoring system as a method to educate and train 
teachers in ESD.  

All the research results have been published in 
international scientific journals.  

Zachariou, A., Kadji-Beltran, C. & Manoli, C. C. (2013). School 
Principals’ Professional Development in the framework of sustainable 
schools in Cyprus: A matter of refocusing. Professional Development in 
Education, 39 (5), 712-731.  

Kadji-Belrtan, C., Zachariou, A., Liarakou, G & E. Flogaiti 

(2013). Empowering Education for Sustainable Development in 

schools through mentoring. Professional Development in 

Education, DOI:10.1080/19415257.2013.835276 

Kadji-Beltran, C., Zachariou, A. & Stevenson, B. R. (2013). Leading 
Sustainable Schools: Exploring the role of primary school principals. 
Environmental Education Research, 19 (3), 303-323.  

Zachariou, A. & Valanides, N. (2006). Education for Sustainable 
Development: The impact of an out-door program on student teachers. 
Science Education International, 17(3), 187-203. 

Savva, A., Trimis, E. and Zachariou, A. (2004). Exploring the links of 
Visual Arts and Environmental Education: Experiences of teachers 
participating in an in-service teacher training program. International 
Journal of Art and Design Education, 23 (3), 246-255. 

At the moment a new research is designed in teachers 
professional development in order to examine the novice 
teacher competencies in ESD aiming to reform the in-service 
training courses in ESD in order to support and increase 
teachers efficacy to work more effectively in ESD issues in 
school context.  

Please indicate if you wish to make a presentation on 
this topic or if there is an outstanding initiative in your 
country on this topic 

6. Additional comments on implementing UNECE Strategy for ESD in your 

country (please specify, if any): 

 III. Priority action area (c)  

Strengthening technical and vocational education and training in support of sustainable development and 

the transition to a green economy 

 1. Has there been advancement towards a structural reorientation of technical 
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Strengthening technical and vocational education and training in support of sustainable development and 

the transition to a green economy 

 and vocational education and training (TVET) towards ESD? 

Yes   No X TVET in Cyprus is in a transitional stage, since it is 
under reform. During this process has been discussed the 
necessity to include in their new curricula issues on ESD, 
however since we are at the stage of planning there are no 
achievements and advancements in TVET and ESD.  

Please indicate if you wish to make a presentation on 
this topic or if there is an outstanding initiative in your 
country on this topic 

2. Have any incentives and assistance measures been made available that 

support the reorientation of TVET towards sustainable development? 

Yes   No X Please specify 

Please indicate if you wish to make a presentation on 
this topic or if there is an outstanding initiative in your 
country on this topic 

3. Are students who have been in TVET oriented to sustainable development 

finding jobs related to sustainable development? 

Yes   No   There are no data to justify this.  

Please indicate if you wish to make a presentation on 
this topic or if there is an outstanding initiative in your 
country on this topic 

4. Are there any recently produced materials or resources that are accessible to 

a wider audience (e.g., online)? 

Yes   No X Please specify and, if applicable, indicate the language 
and website address 

5. Have you implemented or are you planning to implement any assessments 

or evaluations that will measure the impact of the actions taken to date in this area? 

Yes   No X Please specify 

Please indicate if you wish to make a presentation on 
this topic or if there is an outstanding initiative in your 
country on this topic 

6. Additional comments on implementing UNECE Strategy for ESD in your 

country (please specify, if any): 

    


