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 IV. Application of the Convention to the lifetime extension of 
nuclear power plants 

 A. Workshop 

25. The representatives of Germany and the United Kingdom led a workshop on the 
draft terms of reference for possible guidance on the application of the Convention to the 
lifetime extension of nuclear power plants (ECE/MP.EIA/WG.2/2018/4), prepared by an ad 
hoc working group that they had chaired, and presented the draft terms of reference and the 
written comments received from Parties and other stakeholders. The Working Group 
welcomed the workshop and the ad hoc group’s efforts to develop draft terms of reference 
with support from the secretariat, thanked the speakers and participants and invited the 
secretariat to post all of the presentations on the meeting web page. 

26. The Working Group took note of the following main conclusions of the workshop: 

 (a) The Implementation Committee’s work is heavily constrained. The guidance 
is therefore urgently needed; 

 (b) The interpretation of the Convention should be in line with its main purpose 
and objectives;  

 (c) The lifetime extension of nuclear power plants is not only about nuclear 
safety, but also about the environment; any changes in the surrounding environment, such 
as an increase in population or water scarcity, should be considered; 

 (d) Environmental issues must be properly addressed in environmental impact 
assessment, possibly through a screening assessment;  

 (e) Safety reviews cannot replace transboundary environmental impact 
assessments: the two processes are complementary; 

 (f) The Convention is largely aligned with the European Union’s Environmental 
Impact Assessment Directive,1 but it is a legally distinct instrument;  

 (g) The lifetime extension of nuclear power plants also entails ensuring public 
participation and transparency, including in a transboundary context; 

 (h) Consideration should be given to the impact of multiple short-term 
extensions; 

 (i) Not all safety upgrades lead to environmental benefits; they can also have 
adverse impacts on the environment. 

  

  
 1  Directive 2011/92/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 December 2011 on the 

assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment, as amended by 
Directive 2014/52/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 April 2014.  

 




