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Preparations for the next sessions of the Meetings of the Parties 
	Summary

The present note by the Bureau aims to assist the Working Group on Environmental Impact Assessment and Strategic Environmental Assessment in initiating its preparations for the eighth session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context and the fourth session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol on Strategic Environmental Assessment, preliminary scheduled for 8–11 December 2020. 

The note presents:

(a) An indicative time schedule for the preparatory work; 

(b) A provisional programme for the sessional period; 

(c) An initial list of possible draft decisions and official documents to be considered by the Meetings of the Parties; 

The Working Group is invited to agree on the above elements and provide guidance for their development in advance of its next meeting, scheduled for 9-11 June 2020.  

	


I.
Indicative time schedule for the preparatory work 
	
Activity 
	Responsible
	Deadline/Date

	2019
	
	

	Bureau meeting to agree on proposals to WG8 regarding the MOP preparations. 
	Bureau with the secretariat
	17–18 June 

	Implementation Committee (45th)
	Implementation Committee
	10–13 September

	Informal meeting on the strategy and the action plan for the Convention and the Protocol (Rotterdam, 2nd meeting)
	Austria, the Netherlands and other volunteering Parties, with the secretariat
	7 October 

	Ad hoc working group on LTE of NPPs (Rotterdam, 7th meeting)
	Ad hoc group
	8–9 October

	Working Group on EIA and SEA (8th meeting) to agree on provisional MOP programme, list of documents and decisions. 
	Working Group 
	26–28 November 


	Stakeholder workshop on LTE of NPPs (Vienna)
	Ad hoc group
	2 December

	Ad hoc working group on LTE of NPPs (Vienna, 8th meeting)
	Ad hoc group 
	3–4 December 

	Implementation Committee (46th)
	Implementation Committee
	10–13 December 

	2020
	
	

	Bureau meeting to prepare WG9 agenda and docs, to agree on the MOP invitation letters etc.
	Bureau with the secretariat


	25–26 February 
Draft documents to the Bureau by around 11 February

	Ad hoc group on LTE of NPPs 
(9th meeting, venue tbc)
	 Ad hoc group 
	  2–3 March 

	Implementation Committee (47th)
	Implementation Committee
	 17–20 March 

	Ad hoc group on LTE of NPPs 
(10th meeting, Sofia)
	Ad hoc group
	27–29 April  

	Working Group on EIA and SEA (9th meeting) to agree on the MOP agenda, official draft documents etc.
	Working Group
	9–11 June
Docs. editing/processing deadline: 15 March) Docs available by 1 April  

	[Ad hoc group on LTE of NPPs 

(11th meeting) tbc]

	Ad hoc group
	Between mid-June and August

	Implementation Committee (48th)
	Implementation Committee
	1–4 September 

	  Mailing of invitation letters
	Secretariat
	Early September (3 months before the meeting) 

	Finalization and availability of draft agenda and other official MOP documents 
	Secretariat
	(Docs editing/processing deadline: 
14 September) Advance English copies available by 1 October

	Submission of financial support forms to ECE  
	Delegations eligible for financial support 
	By 8 October (2 months before the meeting) 

	Submission of credentials (full powers) to UNECE
	All delegations
	Copies to the secretariat by 24 November (2 weeks before); original to be presented on arrival at the MOP sessions before their opening.

	Meetings of the Parties to the Convention and the Protocol
(MOP8 and MOP/MOP4)
	Meetings of the Parties
	8–11 December 2020 (venue to be confirmed at WG8 meeting)


II. 
Initial draft programme of the MOP8 and MOP/MOP4 sessions
	Date and time
	Item No.
	Agenda item 

	
	
	

	General segment
	
	

	Tuesday, 8 December
	
	

	10 a.m.–6 p.m.
	1
	Opening of the sessions 

	
	2 (a)–(e)
	Organizational matters 

	
	3
	Outstanding issues 

	
	3 (a)–(c)
	Draft decisions

	
	3 (d)
	Draft declaration

	
	3 (e)
	Nomination of officers and tentative calendar of meetings

	Wednesday, 9 December
	
	

	10 a.m.–1 p.m.
	3
	Outstanding issues (continued)

	3–6 p.m.
	4
	Panel discussion on one of the below topics: 

(a)  Role of SEA for smart and sustainable cities, including to address SDGs, climate change and health considerations in urban planning;

(b)  Greening of China’s Belt and Road Initiative: role of SEA and transboundary EIA of infrastructure planning and projects;

(c) Promoting circular economy through environmental assessment of related planning and projects (e.g. regarding waste)

	Thursday, 10 December
	
	

	10 a.m.–1 p.m.
	3
	Outstanding issues (continued, as needed)

	
	5 
	Review of the workplan 

	3–6 p.m.
	5
	Review of the workplan (continued, as needed)

	
	6
	Review of compliance, implementation and activities of the Implementation Committee 

	High-level segment
	
	

	Friday, 11 December
	
	

	10 a.m.–1 p.m.
	7
	Opening ceremony for the high-level segment

	
	7 (a)
	Election of officers for the high-level segment

	
	7 (b)
	Introductory speeches

	
	7 (c)
	Report on the general segment panel discussion  

	
	8
	High-level event to mark the 30th anniversary of the Convention 

	3–6 p.m.
	9
	Statements by ministers and high-level representatives 

	
	10
	Adoption of decisions 

	
	10 (a)
	Decisions to be taken jointly

	
	10 (b)
	Decisions to be taken by the Meeting of the Parties to the Convention

	
	10 (c)
	Decisions to be taken by the Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol

	
	11
	Adoption of the declaration 

	
	12
	Election of officers for the next intersessional period 

	
	13
	Date and venue of the next meetings 

	
	14
	Other business 

	
	15 
	Conclusion of the session 

	
	15 (a)
	Adoption of the outline report of the session

	
	15 (b)
	Closing of the session


III.
Possible draft decisions and official documents to be considered by the Meetings of the Parties 
A.
Initial list of draft decisions 

	Title
	MOP8
	MOP/MOP4
	Observations

	Reporting and review of implementation of the Convention
	VIII/1
	
	

	Reporting and review of implementation of the Protocol
	
	IV/1
	

	Review of compliance with the Convention
	
	
	

	General issues of compliance with the Convention
	VIII/2 
	
	

	Compliance by Armenia with its obligations under the Convention in respect of its national legislation 


	VIII/2 a
	
	

	Compliance by Azerbaijan with its obligations under the Convention in respect of its national legislation


	VIII/2 b
	
	

	Compliance by Belarus with its obligations under the Convention in respect of the Belarusian nuclear power plant in Ostrovets
	VIII/2 c
	
	

	Compliance by Ukraine with its obligations under the Convention in respect of the Danube-Black Sea Deep Water Navigation Canal in the Ukrainian sector of the Danube Delta 
	VIII/2 d
	
	

	Compliance by Ukraine with its obligations under the Convention in respect of extension of the lifetime of the Rivne nuclear power plant
	VIII/2 e
	
	

	[Compliance by ….]
	VIII/2 f
	
	

	Review of compliance with the Protocol
	
	
	

	General issues of compliance with the Protocol
	
	IV/2
	

	[Compliance by …. with its obligations under the Protocol in respect of…]
	
	IV/2 a
	

	Adoption of the workplan
	VIII/3
	IV/3
	Joint decision

	Budget, financial arrangements and financial assistance


	VIII/4
	IV/4
	Joint decision 

	Applicability of the Convention to the life-time extension of nuclear power plants


	VIII/5
	
	

	Assessing health impacts in strategic environmental assessment
	
	IV/5
	

	Long term-strategy and an action plan for the Convention and its Protocol
	VIII/7
	IV/6
	Joint decision


B. 
Initial list of official documents  

1. Provisional agenda (ECE/MP.EIA/2020/…– ECE/MP.EIA/SEA/2020/…) 
2. Draft declaration

3. Draft joint decisions by the Meeting of the Parties to the Convention and the Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol 

4. Draft decisions by the Meeting of the Parties to the Convention 

5. Draft decisions by the Meeting of the Parties to the Convention serving as the Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol on Strategic Environmental Assessment 
· Draft decisions on compliance with the Convention
6. Draft decision VIII/2 on the general issues of compliance with the Convention

7. Draft decision VIII/2a on compliance by Armenia with its obligations under the Convention in respect of its national legislation 

8. Draft decision VIII/2b on compliance by Azerbaijan with its obligations under the Convention in respect of its national legislation

9. Draft decision VIII/2 c on compliance by Belarus with its obligations under the Convention in respect of the Belarusian nuclear power plant in Ostrovets 

10. Draft decision VIII/2 d on compliance by Ukraine with its obligations under the Convention in respect of the Danube-Black Sea Deep Water Navigation Canal in the Ukrainian sector of the Danube Delta 

11. Draft decision VIII/2 e on compliance by Ukraine with its obligations under the Convention in respect of extension of the lifetime of the Rivne nuclear power plant 

12. [Draft decision VIII/2 f on compliance by …. with its obligations under the Convention in respect of…]

· Draft decisions on compliance with the Protocol

13. Draft decision IV/2 on the general issues of compliance with the Protocol 

14. [Draft decision IV/2 a on compliance by …. with its obligations under the Protocol in respect of…]
15. Report on the budget and financial arrangements 
16. Report on the activities of the Implementation Committee 

17. Summary report on the implementation of technical assistance and capacity-building activities [in the period from June 2017- September 2020] 

18. Draft sixth review of implementation of the Convention

19. Draft third review of implementation of the Protocol

20. Guidance on assessing health impacts in strategic environmental assessment
21. Guidance on the applicability of the Convention to the lifetime extension of nuclear power plants

22. [Draft long-term strategy and an action plan for the Convention and the Protocol]
_____________

