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Introduction

• Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) in a 
Transboundary Context

• Negotiated in late 1980s under United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe (UNECE)

• Adopted and signed in Espoo (Finland) in 1991
• Came into force in 1997, with 16 Parties
• Now has 45 Parties
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Espoo Convention’s objectives (implied)

• To ensure environmentally sound and sustainable development
• To enhance international co-operation in assessing environmental 

impact in particular in a transboundary context
• To develop anticipatory policies
• To prevent, mitigate and monitor significant adverse environmental 

impact in general and more specifically in a transboundary context
• To give explicit consideration to environmental factors at an early 

stage in the decision-making process by applying environmental 
impact assessment, at all appropriate administrative levels

• To improve the quality of information presented to decision makers 
so that environmentally sound decisions can be made paying careful 
attention to minimizing significant adverse impact, particularly in a 
transboundary context 



Implementing the Rio Declaration on 
Environment and Development (1992)

• Principle 17: Environmental impact assessment, as a national 
instrument, shall be undertaken for proposed activities that are
likely to have a significant adverse impact on the environment 
and are subject to a decision of a competent national authority.

• Principle 19: States shall provide prior and timely notification
and relevant information to potentially affected States on 
activities that may have a significant adverse transboundary 
environmental effect and shall consult with those States at an 
early stage and in good faith.



Requirements (indicative)

• Requires Party to notify & consult other Parties on planned 
activity likely to have significant environmental impact across 
borders

• Requires preparation and sharing of assessment of 
environmental impacts

• Allows affected Parties – authorities & public – to comment on 
planned activities and on assessment of environmental impacts

• Provides for bilateral consultations between concerned Parties
• Party of origin makes final decision, taking into due account:

• comments received (incl. authorities & public of affected Party)
• outcome of environmental impact assessment
• outcome of bilateral consultations

• Final decision is sent to affected Party



Practical application

• Over 700 cases to date
• Growth from 10 cases per year a decade ago to almost 100 now

• Common examples
• Power plants: nuclear, coal, hydropower, gas, wind
• Cross-border infrastructure: road, rail, power lines, pipelines
• Mining, major quarries & on-site processing



For more about the Espoo Convention

• Visit our website: www.unece.org/env/eia

• Or email: eia.conv@unece.org / 
nicholas.bonvoisin@unece.org


