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The round-table was organized by the Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Moldova and the 

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe with the aim to discuss the draft law on Strategic 

Environmental Assessment in the Republic of Moldova and to initiate its pilot application to urban plans and 

programmes. The financial assistance was obtained from the European Union program "Greening the 

economy of the countries of the Eastern Partnership of the European Union" (EaPGREEN). 

The roundtable was attended by representatives of the Ministry of Environment and its 

departments, interested ministries (Ministry of Economy, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Justice and 

others), agencies, local public authorities, design institutes, non-governmental organizations, as well as 

international and local experts in the field of strategic environmental assessment. 

Mr. Chirica LAZAR, Deputy Minister of Environment welcomed the participants and thanked the 

representative of the UNECE Secretariat of the Espoo Convention for assisting the Republic of Moldova 

in preparation of the legislation on Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA).  

Elena SANTER presented the main objectives and principles of the Protocol on Strategic 

Environmental Assessment and outlined the SEA procedure. She focused the attention of the 

participants on the definition of SEA, SEA scope and its benefits. Finally, Elena SANTER presented an 

overview of the EaP-GREEN technical assistance activities to facilitate accession of the Republic of 

Moldova to the Protocol on SEA. These include revision of the legislative framework, implementation of 

an SEA pilot project, organization of training seminars on practical application of SEA, as well as 

elaboration of national SEA guidelines. 

The representative of the Ministry of Environment (Tatiana PLESCO) noted that the ministry 

continues the reform of national environmental legislation in accordance with the requirements of 

International Agreements and European Legislation in the field of environmental protection. The new 

draft law on the Strategic Environmental Assessment was elaborated based on the requirements of the 

SEA Protocol and Directive 2001/42 of the European Parliament and Council on the assessment of 

consequences of certain plans and programs on the environment. 

In her presentation, Mrs. PLESCO outlines the stages of the development of the draft law on 

SEA. She noted that the dialogue on the draft law and the SEA benefits with the interested ministries, 

departments and public was crucial in this process. Mrs. T. PLESCO informed that the draft law on  



Strategic  Environmental  Assessment  was  sent  for  review of the  interested ministries in June 2014 

and until now some comments were already obtained. 

At the end of her speech, the representative of the Ministry of Environment has identified the 

next steps in the implementation of SEA in Moldova. These include: development of the draft law on the 

ratification of the Protocol on SEA, implementation of a pilot project to test the draft law, awareness 

raising among central and local public authorities and elaboration of guidelines on SEA. 

The international expert Mr. Jerzy JENDROSKA (Member of the Implementation Committee of 

the Espoo Convention/SEA Protocol) presented origins and concept of SEA, analysed the development 

of international/EU legal framework of SEA.  Mr. Jerzy JENDROSKA described the provisions of the SEA 

Protocol and the SEA Directive and outlined how these provisions are transposed into the national legal 

frameworks on SEA in different European Countries. 

The national expert (Natalia ZAMFIR) highlighted the advantages of adopting the new Law of 

SEA. Mrs. N. ZAMFIR presented the structure of the draft Law on SEA, the objectives and scope of 

application the SEA, the bodies responsible for carrying out, the SEA implementation stages, and key 

procedural steps. The national expert noted the importance of public consultations in implementation 

of SEA and consultations with the national authorities. She further informed that during the consultation 

period, the Ministry of Transport and Road Infrastructure, the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of 

Agriculture and Food Industry presented and provided reviews to the Draft Law without comments. The 

Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Information and Communication Technology and the Ministry of 

Regional Development and Construction provided positive reviews with minimal terminological 

observations. 

The representative of the Centre for Legal Approximation, the Ministry of Justice provided 

positive reviews and comments during the roundtable meeting. According to the   Compatibility 

statement, she recommended: 

- to amend the  phrase  from  art. 3, p. (4), lit. a)    in accordance with  the  Directive 

2001/42/EC, 

- to amend art.8 p.(4)  in accordance with  art.6, p.(3) of  the  Directive 2001/42/EC, because 

in the draft   law on  Strategic  Environmental  Assessment and change “ “authorities 

affected by the policy documents”, to “authorities which can be  interested by the policy 

documents”, 

- provisions of the art. 11(1) from the national project does not specifies that another  state 

(neighbour) which could be significantly affected as a result of implementing a plan or 

program prepared in connection with the territory of the  Republic of Moldova, but which 

may have significant effects on the environment of that different state, has the right to 

request a copy of the policy document and of the environmental report, as provided in art. 7 

(1) of the Directive. Thus, the national project unlike the Directive 2001/42/EC provides only 

the situation of draft policy document and draft environmental report remission to the 

affected Party in transboundary cases, only at the decision of the competent authority of 

the Republic of Moldova. 

The Agency of Tourism did not provide the review. The Ministry of Economy provided positive 

review through the Regulatory Impact Analysis. 

 The representative of the  Ministry of Economy noted that they will provide a more detailed 

review of the  draft  law at a later stage and proposed to discuss  the  nature of  SEA as an  authorization  

or  advisory  document.   

The representative of the Ministry of Regional Development and Construction noted that 

Moldova is not yet a Party to the Protocol on Strategic Environmental Assessment. They expressed their 



concern that application of SEA could prolong of the timeframe for elaboration of strategic documents 

and discussed how the Draft Law on SEA addressed the economic activities from Annex I and II of the 

EIA law and other laws. 

The representative of public noted that the adoption of the new SEA law would require further 

amendments of current environmental and sectoral legislation.  

The international and national experts expressed   their views on the discussion comments. 

Summing up the results of the round table, Elena SANTER thanked all participants for their 

active and fruitful work, and expressed hope for further cooperation in the development of SEA system 

in the Republic of Moldova. 

The representative of the Ministry of Environment (Tatiana PLESCO) noted that Moldova does 

not yet have practical experience in the application of SEA in accordance with the requirements of the 

Protocol and it lacks SEA experts in this field. She further requested the UNECE secretariat of the Espoo 

Convention for additional expert assistance in the implementation of the Law on SEA and, in 

particularly, in carrying out several pilot projects.  

Mrs. T. PLESCO informed that all the materials of the round table will be posted on the official 

website of the Ministry of Environment, where anyone can get acquainted with them and submit 

comments. 
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