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Dear ministers, ladies and gentlemen,  
 
From the European ECO-Forum we are happy to see that you are devoting your time and attention to the 
important issue of integrating environmental issues in energy. The energy sector continues to be far from 
environmental sustainability throughout Europe as well as in North America. The most prominent 
problems being too high greenhouse gas emissions, acidification from sulphur and NOx emissions as well 
as the still unsolved problems of nuclear waste and nuclear hazards. 
 
We fully support the continued focus on reforming harmful energy subsidies. Behind many of the 
unsustainable practices in energy supply lays subsidies.  
 
The levels of energy subsidies are incredible high. A Dutch study found worldwide energy subsidies of 
244 bill. $, mainly for fossil fuels. Many of these subsidies are promoting unsustainable forms of energy, 
thus they are harmful to the environment. 
 
Five years ago in Aarhus, you decided to phase out environmental harmful energy price subsidies. We 
applauded the decision in 1998, but the international follow-up has been much too weak. There has been 
little, if any, international guidance on how the countries can quantify and reform the harmful subsidies. 
The follow-up also lacks a substantial assessment of the progress in phasing out subsidies since 1998. The 
assessment of progress was even called for in the ministerial declaration from the Aarhus Conference back 
in 1998.  
 
We hope that you will use the unique opportunity of this conference to repeat the urgency of the phase out 
of environmentally harmful subsidies and that ensure the start of cooperation on the issue including 
efficient monitoring of the progress of the reforms. It will be for the benefit of all countries and of the 
environment that an international process guides the phase-out of subsidies with countries cooperating on 
equal terms, not by demands by international monetary institutions at times of crisis. 
 
We welcome that renewable energy has entered the Kiev agenda, together with energy efficiency, and 
look forward to cooperation on setting targets for renewable energy in the coming months. Europe has a 
lower use of renewable energy than most other regions, but probably we have a more sustainable use of 
the renewables, and we are in the forefront of technologies for modern use of the sources. The new targets 
must reflect the benefits of renewable energy and the limitations of fossil fuel + nuclear. From the ECO-
forum there is no doubt that the end goal is 100% renewable energy, but just as important as a final goal 
are ambitious, yet realistic goals for the short and medium terms.  
 
Evidence from many countries shows the importance of ambitious goals for renewable energy. From my 
own country I could mention the goal set in 1990 of 1500 MW windpower to be reached by 2005. This 
was a very important goal that set the pace for the development for several years. Then it is less important 
if the targets are met exactly: in Denmark we will actually will have twice as much windpower in 2005 as 
the original goal, but without the goal we would get considerably less. 
 
We also support the continued and strengthened cooperation of energy efficiency. Many of my colleagues 
have pointed to the acute need for cooperation on transition to sustainable heating in the Eastern parts of 
Europe, given the current problems with district heating. 
 



 
Regarding nuclear power there shall be no doubt that the ECO-Forum and the NGOs in this coalition 
remains firmly against nuclear power. It is not a solution for climate change nor for security of supply, it 
has immense risks and unsolved waste problems, and the claims about low costs are routinely based on 
nuclear economics with large costs and risks not covered by the nuclear power plants. Thus, we ask for an 
immediate stop for international assistance to build nuclear power, in particular by a reform by the EU 
countries of EURATOM that is mainly used to finance nuclear power in the Eastern part of Europe. We 
also call for a phase out of nuclear power in Europe, and international decommissioning funds for 
countries with high-risks reactors and difficulties to transform their energy sector.  
 
Thank you for your attention. 
 


