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Government of Italy

Item 5 b)Capacity building - SEE perspectives

Keynote address delivered by
H.E. Alfonso Pecoraro Scanio Minister for the Environment, Territory and
Sea’

Thank you Mr. Chair,
Ministers, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Since it is the first time that | take the flooetLme offer to the Serbian Government
and People, on behalf of Italy, my sincere gragtém hosting the sixth Ministerial
Conference " Environment for Europe" here in theelp city of Belgrade. Your

hospitality is a mirror of your commitment to thecesess of the Conference.

| am honored to be allowed to speak in this sessionSouth East Europe
perspectives, after having heard so many colleagvesm the region and
representatives of international organizations ahdhe European Commission.
We consider this invitation to deliver a speecla agn of appreciation for the strong

linkage built among our Countries, going beyonddgbegraphical proximity and
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historical friendship, and encompassing our commommitment in sustainable

management of common natural resources and pmitenftour environment.

This Conference is offering us the unique oppotyuta outline the priorities issues
for this region demonstrating that the EfE processid still give a valuable

response to our common intention to protect therenment.

Besides, the great value that the countries ofréggon attach to the EfE process is
demonstrated by the simple fact that we are holthigyConference here in Belgrade.
| also believe that such process can deliver arecddalue also in the present
situation of the region reflecting the progressaxpansion of the European Union
influence towards East, ranging from EU membershipngagement in an enhanced

permanent dialogue process.

In fact, even if major progress have been achiemestrengthening environmental
protection, important challenges for the futurdl sémain, in particular challenges
linked to the consequences of Climate change towaier resources, ecosystems,
forest productivity and marine environment as veallto all economic sectors and

public health.

Such priority would request a strong commitment @mwdlvement of all the actors in

the region, namely governments, international argdions, financing institutions,



other donors, civil society. The Belgrade SEE Cten@hange Initiative aimed at
enhancing the subregional cooperation, through ehamesm of coordinated SEE
regional planning, would represent a good examplesult-based, action - oriented

activity in line with the outlined future EfE progs

Italy welcomes the strong commitment of the SEEntees for the implementation
SEE/Climate change framework Action Plan (CFAP) tordhe establishment of a
Sub-regional, Virtual Climate Change related CemrdBelgrade and express its
willingness to consider them in the framework of #xisting MoU's between lItaly

and the countries of the region.

Let me briefly describe the on going cooperatioogpamme the Italian Ministry for
the Environment, Territory and Sea is undertakiogpeding to the above mentioned

MoUs.

The Italian Ministry is present in Serbia with ceogtion activities involving the
Serbian Ministry of the Environment and the SerbMmistry of Energy and
Mining. Those cooperation activities concern theimmmental monitoring and
sustainable requalification of the Municipality &fancevo, considered as the
heaviest polluted industrial area in the countng, institutional building to promote
CDM projects development and the technical assistgsrogramme in order to

facilitate Kyoto Protocol ratification.



On this regard | would like to congratulate Minrsigragin for the recent ratification

of the Kyoto protocol.

A fruitful cooperation programme has been develaged with the curreriRepublic

of Montenegro concerning the assessment of the projects ini¢ldsfof renewable
energy sources, energy efficiency and forest manage in the framework of the
CDM of the Kyoto Protocol. Furthermore, we suppibee groundwork of the first
UNFCCC National Communication for the Republic obienegro. | would like
also mention the ADRICOSM-STAR Project (Integrativér basin and Coastal zone
management system) will develop studies on climgtange impacts on the
Montenegrin coastal areas and the trans boundasy Biojana between Montenegro
and Albania. This project is part of the broaderFADOSM Partnership launched in
Johannesburg with the objectives to promote tramsti@ry cooperation between
riparian Adriatic-lonian Countries, and develop sogentific base and technology for
the mitigation/adaptation strategy to environmerthhnges and threats due to

anthropogenic pressures and climate changes idhatic-lonian basin.

A cooperation programme in the field of the Cleamvaelopment mechanism under
article 12 of the Kyoto Protocol in the field ofnewable energy sources, energy
efficiency, waste and forest management has start2@05 also with th&®epublic

of Albania.



A bilateral cooperation programme with tRepublic of Macedonia focussed on

assistance to develop CDM projects is also ongsimge 2005.

To conclude from a donor perspective | believe thatltalian experience in the SEE
region demonstrates that SEE countries could bengly supported trough an
appropriate combination of bilateral and multilatezooperation activities covering
different environmental issues identified on thei®af specific country needs in the

view to ensure a sustainable development and tbgusad of our natural resources.



