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Germany would first like to express its gratitude to the host country and to the organizers for 

making this joint session of Environment and Education Ministers possible. We also highly 

appreciate the work of the UNECE Steering Committee and of UNESCO, which coordinates 

the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development, towards further strengthening 

efforts for ESD in Europe and globally. 

The implementation of the UNECE Strategy and of the UN Decade of Education for 

Sustainable Development are clearly gathering momentum. Nevertheless, however, we need 

not even mention once more the challenge of climate change to become aware of the 

massiveness of the task before us and of what still remains to be done. 

Regarding the way ahead for ESD, please allow me to focus on very few crucial issues: 

(1) All stakeholders in ESD need to increase their efforts to move ESD from the margins into 

the mainstream. Teaching and learning the skills, competencies and values required for a 

future in human dignity should not be seen as a supplementary task among many others; it is 

rather one of the central tasks of our education systems. This also entails promoting ESD as an 

integrative and holistic concept, and it means understanding ESD as a concept that helps us 

innovate our societies in a humane and ecologically adequate way. 

(2) Implementing ESD is a multi-stakeholder endeavour. We therefore highly welcome the 

present joint effort of the environment and education sectors. In the light of the complexity of 

sustainable development, we also deem it necessary to forge even broader alliances, which 

include, among others, the development cooperation sector, non-governmental organizations, 

and private partners. Implementing ESD concerns a society as a whole; therefore, a true 

partnership between politics and civil-society is crucial. 

(3) This session could not have a more apt title, "learning from each other". It is indeed our 

strong conviction that the success of efforts towards ESD depends on fruitful international 
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cooperation. ESD priorities and political frameworks for its implementation vary greatly 

across the region and worldwide. We need to support each other in our efforts towards 

making sustainable development a key element of all education. We need to learn from our 

different approaches and priorities. And we need to agree upon joint action and strategies to 

further move ESD up the international agenda. I am, in this context, highly pleased that the 

Director-General of UNESCO has accepted Germany's invitation to hold a major 

international mid-term conference on the UN Decade of ESD in 2009 in Germany under the 

tentative title World Conference on Education for Sustainable Development. This event will 

provide a major opportunity to move ESD up the international agenda. 


