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TO THE AGENDA OF THE BELGRADE CONFERENCE 

Prepared by the secretariat in consultation with the Chairperson and with inputs from partners 

1. Following the request from the first meeting of the Ad Hoc Preparatory Working Group 
of Senior Officials (WGSO), the secretariat prepared an overview of activities that could 
provide input into the agenda of the Sixth Ministerial Conference “Environment for Europe” to 
be held in Belgrade (Serbia) on 10-12 October 2007. The overview was developed on the basis 
of the topics provisionally identified for the Conference by the WGSO and its Executive 
Committee, and with input from partners in the “Environment for Europe” process. 

2. The document (ECE/CEP/AC.11/2006/11) was revised in view of the discussions at the 
second meeting of the WGSO and the third meeting of the Executive Committee, and taking 
into account the agreed draft outline of the Belgrade agenda (ECE/CEP/AC.11/2006/2, annex 
1). The current version (WGSO/EXECOM-5/2007/2) has been further revised in light of the 
discussions at the third meeting of the WGSO and the fourth meeting of the Executive 
Committee. 
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3. The contributions received from partners have been assigned to one of the three 
categories of documents in accordance with the document on organizational issues for the 
Conference (ECE/CEP/AC.11/2006/5). The expected outputs of activities that fall under 
categories I and II have been included in the following table. Other proposed activities have 
been presented in an informal document (Information Paper No 1).  

4. As decided by the Executive Committee at its fourth meeting, the Committee will 
review the drafts of the proposed Category I documents and make decisions on the selection of 
the Category I documents for the Conference. This document, together with the annexed table 
on “overview of proposed activities for the Belgrade agenda by Category”, aims to facilitate the 
discussions at the fifth meeting of the Executive Committee.  
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Overview of activities that could provide input to the agenda of the Belgrade Conference 

Topic/ 
implementing body Expected output Nature of output/ 

category Current status 
Date of 

expected 
output 

I. EVALUATION AND IMPLEMENTATION 
A. Assessment and Implementation 
Monitoring and Assessment 
Assessment of the state of the 
environment in Europe  

(EEA1 in coordination with 
OECD2, UNEP3, WB4, UNECE5 
and with support to data 
collection in EECCA6 from 
CAREC7 and REC-Caucasus8) 

Europe’s environment: the fourth 
assessment (Belgrade report) 

Assessment report 
(Category I) 

Preparation process started in December 2005. The 
first draft of the report was considered at the 
WGEMA9 meeting in November 2006. The draft is 
under further revision. The final publication will be 
available in June 2007. 

June 2007 

Recommendations to Governments of 
Eastern European, Caucasian and Central 
Asian countries for the application of 
environmental indicators and preparation 
of indicator-based environmental 
assessment reports 

Recommendations 
to EECCA 
(Category I) 

The recommendations were reviewed by the 
WGEMA at its meeting in November 2006. They 
were approved for the submission to the Belgrade 
Conference, through the CEP and the WGSO, for 
endorsement. 

Early 2007 

Guidelines for the application of 
environmental indicators in EECCA 

Guidelines and 
recommendations 
to EECCA 
(Category I) 

The Guidelines were agreed upon by the WGEMA at 
its meeting in November 2006. They were approved 
for the submission to the Belgrade Conference, 
through the CEP and the WGSO, for endorsement. 

Early 2007 

Strengthening environmental 
information and observation 
capacity  
 
(UNECE) 

Guidelines for the preparation of 
indicator-based environment assessment 
reports 

Guidelines and 
recommendations 
to EECCA 
(Category I) 

The Guidelines were agreed upon by the WGEMA at 
its meeting in November 2006. They were approved 
for the submission to the Belgrade Conference, 
through the CEP and the WGSO, for endorsement. 

Early 2007 

                                                 
1 European Environment Agency. 
2 Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development. 
3 United Nations Environment Programme. 
4 World Bank. 
5 United Nations Economic Commission for Europe. 
6 The 12 countries of Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia. 
7 Regional Environmental Centre for Central Asia. 
8 Regional Environmental Centre for Caucasus. 
9 UNECE Working Group on Environmental Monitoring and Assessment. 
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Topic/ 

implementing body Expected output Nature of output/ 
category Current status 

Date of 
expected 
output 

 Guidelines for strengthening 
environmental monitoring and reporting 
by enterprises 

Guidelines and 
recommendations 
to EECCA 
(Category I) 

The Guidelines were agreed upon by the WGEMA at 
its meeting in November 2006. They were approved 
for the submission to the Belgrade Conference, 
through the CEP and the WGSO, for endorsement. 

Early 2007 

Environmental integrated 
permitting 
(EAP Task Force) 

Guiding principles for environmental 
integrated permitting  

Guidelines 
(Category I) 

This document presents key policy, procedural and 
institutional elements for strengthening 
environmental permitting systems in the EECCA 
region. These elements aim to support creation of a 
regulatory framework for environmental management 
in enterprises and for government compliance 
assurance programmes. The emphasis is on the 
introduction of integrated permitting for large 
enterprises and a simplified system for SMEs to 
reduce administrative and compliance costs and 
provide incentives for pollution reduction. 10 

September 
2006 

State of transboundary waters 
and international lakes in the 
UNECE region 
(UNECE) 

First assessment report of all main 
transboundary water bodies in the UNECE 
region presenting pressure factors, status, 
trends, response and information on the 
monitoring systems. 
The report will be complemented by a 
short executive summary with main 
findings and conclusions on the 
management policies in the region. 

Analytical and 
strategic paper 
(Category II) 

The Working Group on Monitoring and Assessment 
under the UNECE Water Convention prepares the 
report. The Convention’s Parties at their fourth 
meeting  (20-22 November 2006) have reviewed a 
preliminary assessment of transboundary waters 
shared by EECCA countries an of transboundary 
lakes in the UNECE region (document 
ECE/MP.WAT/2006/16 and its addenda available at 
http://www.unece.org/env/water/meetings/documents
.htm). They have agreed on a production timetable 
for the report which will cover all main 
transboundary surface waters in the UNECE region 
(first order basins and main tributaries) and 
transboundary groundwaters in SEE and in Central 
Asia. The final draft of the report will be endorsed by 
the Working Group on Monitoring and Assessment at 
its eight meeting in June 2007. 

Document 
(the 
executive 
summary) 
available in 
September 
2007 and 
full 
publication 
available at 
the Belgrade 
Conference 

Monitoring what Matters: 
Tailoring Millennium Targets 
and Indicators of Environmental 
Sustainability to Local 

This study supports and complements with 
empirical analysis the batch of Category I 
reports on environmental indicators and 
the indicator-based environmental 

Analytical report 
(Category II) 

Brochure and main report published in English. 
English version of Annexes and the Russian version 
of the whole package are at the stage of desktop 

April 2007 

                                                 
10 The category of the document will be further discussed at the next meeting of the EAP Task Force and PPC, to be held on 15-16 March 2007. 



 

 

W
G

SO
/EX

EC
O

M
-5/2007/2 

 Page 5 
Topic/ 

implementing body Expected output Nature of output/ 
category Current status 

Date of 
expected 
output 

Conditions in ECA. 

(World Bank) 

 

assessment reports. It analyzes the limits 
of internationally agreed framework for 
measuring MDG7 on environmental 
sustainability in EECCA and SEE 
countries. It facilitated stakeholder’s 
dialogue in selected countries (Albania, 
Tajikistan, and Georgia and others) to 
identify or develop complementary 
indicators for measuring sustainable 
access to safe water and sanitation and a 
loss of critical environmental resources. 
For specific countries the report discusses 
policy relevance, measurability, as well as 
institutional responsibilities, costs and 
affordability of monitoring selected 
indicators. 

publishing and printing. 

 

Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) 

Implementation of the UNECE 
MEAs 

(UNECE) 

An overview on cross-cutting issues such 
as implementation, compliance and 
capacity building, and including progress 
achieved so far and lessons learnt 

Analytical report, 
recommendations 
(Category I)  

The full first draft of the document will be available 
for the 5th meeting of the Executive Committee. 
Finalization will take place after feedback from the 
Executive Committee and from the Bureaux of the 
governing bodies of the Conventions. 

May 2007 

Progress in the ratification and 
implementation of the Aarhus 
Convention in the SEE region 

(REC-CEE11) 

This progress report addresses the key 
legal, policy and institutional aspects, 
strategic and practical approaches taken 
by SEE countries as well as the identified 
further needs and planned measures in 
order to ratify and/or implement the 
Aarhus Convention. The good practices 
developed by governments, NGOs and 
other stakeholders, as well as the capacity 
building efforts will also be presented.   

Analytical report 
(Category II) 
 

In progress. 
Funding partially available July 2007 

                                                 
11 Regional Environmental Center for Central and Eastern Europe.     
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Topic/ 

implementing body Expected output Nature of output/ 
category Current status 

Date of 
expected 
output 

Progress in the ratification and 
implementation of the PRTR12 
Protocol 

(REC-CEE) 

Progress report on the ratification and 
implementation of the PRTR Protocol in 
selected new EU member states and SEE 
countries. The report will present 
summary conclusions and 
recommendations based on assessment of 
the legal and institutional framework, 
practical steps and dialogue among 
environmental stakeholders on the 
progress, major challenges and possible 
approaches to develop PRTR systems in 
selected new EU member states and SEE. 
The report will be based on the capacity 
building activities implemented by the 
REC-CEE. 
 

Analytical report 
(Category II) 

In progress 
Funding partially available July 2007 

Environmental Performance Reviews (EPRs) 
From intentions to actions: 
Overcome bottlenecks 
Critical issues in implementation 
of environmental policies 
highlighted by the UNECE EPR 
Programme (UNECE) 

A report on the implementation of the 
EPRs’ recommendations in the reviewed 
countries under the UNECE EPR 
programme 

Analytical report 
and 
recommendations 
(Category I)  

In preparation. The full first draft of the document 
will be available for the 5th meeting of the Executive 
Committee. 

May 2007 

PARALLEL PROCESSES 
B. Education for sustainable development (ESD) in the UNECE region 

Implementation of the UNECE 
Strategy for ESD13 

(UNECE) 

Joint statement on ESD by Ministers of 
Education and of the Environment (a short 
statement highlighting progress made and 
giving strategic guidance for its 
continuation) 

Statement 
(Category I) 

The UNECE Steering Committee on Education for 
Sustainable Development discussed and amended the 
draft statement at its second meeting (December 
2006). The Committee's Bureau, at its 4th meeting 
(February 2007), will revise the text on the basis of 
further comments submitted by the member States, as 
appropriate.    

April 2007 

                                                 
12 Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers. 
13 The initial proposal on outputs was made by the UNECE Steering Committee on Education for Sustainable Development at its first meeting (December 2005), and the final proposal presented in this 
document was considered and recommended by the Steering Committee’s Bureau to the second meeting of the Committee (4-5 December 2006). 
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Topic/ 

implementing body Expected output Nature of output/ 
category Current status 

Date of 
expected 
output 

(UNECE and UNESCO14) Compilation of good practices in ESD Background paper 
(Category II) 

The collection of "good practices" has been 
completed. The translation and formatting of a 
publication is ongoing.   

June 2007 

(UNECE) 

A first report with an overview of progress 
in the implementation of the UNECE 
Strategy based on responses from 
countries 

Background paper 
(Category II) 

The drafting of the report is expected to start in 
January 2007. May 2007 

C. Biodiversity 

 Biodiversity (PEBLDS)15 
Belgrade statement by Ministers of 
countries participating in the PEBLDS 
process 

Statement 
(Category I) 

Draft statement was sent on 15 January 2007 for 
distribution to the EXECOM.  May 2007 

Assessment and evaluation of 
the implementation of the Kiev 
Resolution on Biodiversity 

(PEBLDS) 

Report on the Status of Implementation of 
the Kiev Resolution on Biodiversity: 
Achievements, Challenges and Future 
Action to Reach the 2010 Biodiversity 
Targets. 

Strategic paper 
(Category II) 

In progress. The report is based on the output of the 
4th Intergovernmental Biodiversity in Europe 
Conference held in Plitvice Lakes National Park, 
Croatia, on 22–24 February 2006. 

May 2007 

Technical and political progress 
report on the Pan European 
Ecological Network (PEEN)  

(PEBLDS) 

Assessment of the establishment of an 
ecological network in the pan European 
region 

Progress report 
(Category II) 

Draft is in progress review by the PEBLDS Council 
members Mid 2007 

Policies and practices for 
biodiversity conservation and 
PEBLDS in Pan-European 
region 

(European ECO-Forum jointly 
with PEBLDS secretariat and in 
coordination with the UNECE 
secretariat) 

Open and frank discussion between 
Ministers and NGOs on biodiversity 
issues in UNECE (with special focus on 
Countdown 2010 Initiative, PEBLDS role 
and status, further actions and partnerships 
in this area. 

Strategic paper and 
recommendations; 
Publication on good 
practices 
(Category II) 

Preparations have started; discussions and 
fundraising are ongoing. 

Summer 
2007 for 
strategic 
paper; 
October 
2007 for 
publication 

                                                 
14 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. 
15 Pan-European Biological and Landscape Diversity Strategy. 
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Topic/ 

implementing body Expected output Nature of output/ 
category Current status 

Date of 
expected 
output 

Biodiversity in SEE sub-region 

(FYR of Macedonia as lead 
country with support from REC-
CEE) 

Short analytical paper about the status and 
needs in biodiversity conservation in SEE. 
Lessons learned from the cross-border 
projects implemented in SEE. Joint input 
of the SEE countries to the Ministerial 
debate. The preparation of the paper was 
agreed at the SEE consultation on 5 
December 2006. 

Analytical paper 
(Category II) Funding required.  May 2007 

II. CAPACITY BUILDING AND PARTNERSHIPS 
D. Capacity Building 

EECCA PERSPECTIVES 
Progress and perspectives in the implementation of the Environment Strategy for EECCA 
Assessing progress in achieving 
the objectives of the EECCA 
Environment Strategy   

(EAP Task Force16 in 
cooperation with EEA, UNECE, 
UNEP, UNDP17, WHO18, World 
Bank, EECCA RECs19 and the 
European ECO-Forum) 

Progress in environmental management in 
EECCA countries 

Assessment and 
analytical report 
(Category I) 

The concept has been developed after discussions 
with representatives from EECCA governments, 
international organizations, EECCA RECs and 
NGOs. An outline was prepared and discussed in a 
sub-regional workshop in May 2006.  

May 2007 

(EAP Task Force) Progress report on partnerships Analytical report 
(Category II) 

This report will be prepared based on the information 
provided through the Partnerships Database. A first 
draft will be prepared for the EAP Task Force-PPC 
joint meeting (Sept. 2006), and the report will be 
updated and finalized by May 2007. 

May 2007 

                                                 
16 The Task Force for the implementation of the Environmental Action Programme for Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia (EECCA) countries. 
17 United Nations Development Programme. 
18 World Health Organization. 
19 Regional Environmental Centres. 
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Topic/ 

implementing body Expected output Nature of output/ 
category Current status 

Date of 
expected 
output 

(EAP Task Force) Assessment of reform of environmental 
compliance assurance systems in EECCA  

Analytical report 
(Category II) 

This report will review progress in reforming 
policies, instruments and institutional frameworks for 
enforcement of and compliance with environmental 
requirements in EECCA. The report will use as 
assessment references the Guiding Principles for 
Reform of Environmental Enforcement Agencies in 
the Transition Economies that were adopted at the 
Fifth Ministerial Conference (Kiev, 2003) and the 
Guidelines for Introducing Integrated Environmental 
Permitting in EECCA.  

Spring 
2007 

Financing the water supply and 
sanitation in EECCA 

(EAP Task Force) 

Financing the water supply and sanitation 
sector in EECCA countries, including 
progress in achieving water-related 
Millennium Development Goals. 

Analytical report 
(Category II) 

This report will build on discussions at the 2005 
Yerevan Meeting of Finance, Economy and 
Environment Ministers on financing water supply 
and sanitation sector reform in EECCA countries. 

Spring 
2007 

LEAP20 as key element of 
environmental policy 
implementation.  

(EECCA RECs) 

Progress report on the LEAP process in 
the EECCA by EECCA RECs. 

Analytical paper 
(Category II) Ongoing 2006- early 

2007 

Other EECCA initiatives 

 
Central Asia Initiative on 
Sustainable Development  

(Governments of Central Asia 
and CAREC) 

Assessment of progress in Central Asia 
and strengthening of existing coordination 
mechanisms at the subregional and 
national levels; development at a practical 
level of sustainable finance programmes, 
partnership agreements. The report will 
review progress and propose practical 
tools and sub-regional projects for 
implementation of Central Asia’s 
commitments under the Millennium 
Development Goals. 

Progress report 
(including 
recommendations)  
(Category I) 

Ongoing process based on decision made in Kiev. 
Interstate Commission on Sustainable Development 
of Central Asia (ICSD) adopted plan of preparation 
to the Belgrade conference. Several meetings and 
open discussing will be organized by CAREC in 
cooperation with ICSD and partners in 2007. 

May 2007 

                                                 
20 Local Environmental Action Programs 
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Topic/ 

implementing body Expected output Nature of output/ 
category Current status 

Date of 
expected 
output 

Initiative on Strategic 
Environmental Assessment 
(SEA) in EECCA 

(Armenia and Belarus, as lead 
countries with support from 
Moldova, UNECE, UNDP and 
REC-CEE) 

This short document will provide 
background to and recommendation for a 
statement to be adopted by the Ministers 
from EECCA.  It will describe national 
strategies, and ongoing activities, for 
implementation of the UNECE Protocol 
on SEA in EECCA countries and how 
these strategies might be supported by an  
initiative for networking of government 
officials.  

Statement by 
ministers from 
EECCA  
(Category I) 

Lead countries and supporting organizations are 
defining in more detail the possible actions within the 
initiative and  are seeking views of other EECCA 
countries. National strategies and related background 
documents  might be submitted as category III 
documents. 

Spring 
2007 

EU Water Initiative – EECCA 

(EC) 
Information on achievements Progress report 

(Category II) 

In progress. Most materials for the report are already 
available (consisting of progress with Armenia and 
Moldova on the so-called National Policy Dialogues, 
cooperation with OECD and UNECE, etc). 

May 2007 

SEE PERSPECTIVES 
Based on the Joint Conclusions of the SEE Ministerial Consultation 
The legal framework for the 
protection and sustainable 
development of mountain 
regions in SEE  

(UNEP, EURAC, BFSD, CEI) 

Possible framework convention on the 
protection on sustainable development of 
mountain regions in SEE 

Framework 
Convention 
(Category I) 

The information note on the development of the legal 
framework was transmitted to the secretariat on 15th 
January for consideration at the 5th meeting of the 
Executive Committee. 

? 2007 

Mountain Initiative 

(FYR of Macedonia as lead 
country with support from REC-
CEE) 

Joint input of the SEE countries to the 
ministerial debate. The preparation of the 
paper was agreed at the SEE consultation 
on 5 December 2006. 

Analytical paper 
(Category II) Funding required July 2007 

Municipal Environmental 
Investments in the SEE 

(Serbia as the lead country with 
support from REC-CEE and 
UNDP) 

The paper will provide synthesis of main 
issues related to developing and 
implementing environmental investments 
in the SEE. The preparation of the paper 
was agreed at the SEE ministerial 
consultation on 16 June 2006 and 
confirmed at the SEE consultation on 5 
December 2006 as common SEE input.   

Analytical paper 
(Category II) Funding available.  May 2007 
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Topic/ 

implementing body Expected output Nature of output/ 
category Current status 

Date of 
expected 
output 

Common capacity building 
needs in climate change in SEE 

(Serbia as the lead country with 
support from REC-CEE and 
UNDP) 
 

The paper will present a SEE common 
Capacity Building short-, mid- and long-
term Programme following 
recommendations of the study "On the 
Road to Montreal 2005". The preparation 
of the paper was agreed at the SEE 
ministerial consultation on 16 June 2006 
and confirmed at the SEE consultation on 
5 December 2006 as common SEE input 

Analytical paper 
(Category II) Funding available.  May 2007 

MEA Implementation  and 
Compliance in the SEE region 

(Serbia as lead country with 
support from REC-CEE and 
UNDP) 

The Paper will provide analytical 
information on the status and challenges 
of environmental compliance and 
enforcement of UNECE MEAs in SEE 
region.  
The preparation of the paper was agreed at 
the SEE ministerial consultation on 16 
June 2006. 

Analytical paper 
(Category II) 

Funding available. 
The current status of the paper is based on the 
consultation of Serbia, European Commission and the 
Finnish EU Presidency. It was confirmed at the SEE 
consultation on 5 December 2006. 

May 2007 

Protection of marine pollution 
from coastal sources/Adriatic 
Sea Partnership Survey 

(Croatia as lead country with 
support from REC-CEE, Turkey 
expressed interest to extend 
focus on other marine areas, 
decision to be confirmed.) 

The survey will investigate, summarize 
and assess the efforts made so far to 
protect the marine environment from 
pollution from coastal sources. It will 
cover also the Adriatic Sea Partnership. 

Joint input of the SEE countries to the 
ministerial debate. 

The preparation of the paper was agreed at 
the SEE consultation on 5 December 
2006. 

Analytical paper 
(Category II) Funding partially available May 2007 

Partnership and Cooperation in 
Transboundary River Basin 
Management in the Danube 
River Basin 

(REC-CEE) 

The document will present the Sava 
Process and other regional initiatives, as 
models for sub-regional cooperation and 
the best practice experiences regarding 
participatory approaches in transboundary 
river basin management and public 
participation in the Danube basin and its 
sub basins (Danube, Tisza, Sava) in 
support of different sub-regional 
agreements or cooperative frameworks. 

Analytical report 
(Category II) Funding required July 2007 
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Topic/ 

implementing body Expected output Nature of output/ 
category Current status 

Date of 
expected 
output 

Western Balkans Regional 
Environmental Report21 

(UNDP) 

The report aims to identify capacity 
building needs of the ministries of 
environment, environmental institutions 
and other sectoral ministries in the 
Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Croatia, Macedonia FYR, Montenegro, 
Serbia and the UN Administered Province 
of Kosovo22, focusing in particular on the 
implementation of the environmental 
policies in line with EU accession process 
and gaps for the implementation of 
existing legislation framework and 
standards that require harmonization with 
EU legislation. It will recommend 
priorities/actions to be taken in meeting 
the challenges of environmentally 
responsible economic growth and 
effective social inclusion that fights 
poverty and serve as an advocacy and 
resource mobilization tool. 

Progress report 
(category II) 

An outline of the Report and the methodology were 
prepared and discussed in a regional workshop in 
September 2006. In each country UNDP office has 
engaged national consultants that are working on 
preparation of the individual country inputs while 
UNDP Montenegro has engaged an international 
expert who will edit/consolidate individual inputs and 
prepare the first draft. The first draft Report will be 
ready at the end of December 2006. During January 
and February 2007 the consultation process will be 
organized.  The final document will be ready for 
printing by the end of April 2007. 

End of 
April 2007 

Other activities related to both EECCA and SEE perspectives  

Mountain Initiative  

(UNEP) 

A background paper to address protection 
and sustainable development of mountain 
regions. 

Background paper  
(Category II) 

In progress. UNEP will assist interested governments 
in developing the background paper and will submit a 
first draft for WGSO consideration.  

2007  

Environment and Security 

(UNEP in cooperation with 
OSCE, UNDP, UNECE, REC) 

A short, concise and targeted document to 
facilitate the Ministers’ discussion and 
provide recommendations for a text to be 
adopted by the Ministers. 

Assessment and 
recommendations 
(Category II) 

In progress. 
UNEP with the environment and security partners 
(OSCE and UNDP) will provide an initial draft for 
consultation with a view to submitting a final 
document by February 2007.  

February 
2007 

                                                 
21 This working title could be changed in the preparatory process of the report. 
22 The use of geographic names in this document does not imply official endorsement or acceptance whatsoever by the United Nations. 
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Topic/ 

implementing body Expected output Nature of output/ 
category Current status 

Date of 
expected 
output 

E. Partnerships 
(a) Environmental Policy and International Competitiveness 

Environmental policy and 
international competitiveness in 
a globalizing world: 
Challenges for low-income 
countries in the ECE region.    
 
(UNECE) 

The paper will discuss the role of 
environmental policy in national 
development strategies designed to 
strengthen competitiveness and economic 
growth and, associated with that, achieve a 
closer integration with the international 
division of labour. Overview of main issues 
related to fostering national 
competitiveness; competitiveness effects of 
environmental regulations; supportive 
institutional arrangements for effective 
environmental policies; policy 
recommendations. 

Analytical report 
(Category I) 

Work in progress.  A framework paper focusing on 
developed economies was presented at the October 
2006 meeting of the CEP. The first draft will be 
submitted to the 5th meeting of the Executive 
Committee. 

Final draft 
June 2007. 

Energy Efficiency 
Public sector participation in the 
energy efficiency investment 
fund 

 (UNECE, Energy Efficiency 21) 

A short and concise document on the basis 
of the key findings from the background 
paper on financing energy efficiency and 
climate change mitigation investments. 

Strategic paper 
(Category I) On-going process. End 2006/ 

Early 2007 

Financing energy efficiency for 
climate change mitigation in 
selected transition economies 

(UNECE, Energy Efficiency 21) 
 

Report on financing energy efficiency and 
climate change mitigation investments in 
selected transition economies of the 
UNECE region.  

Background report 
(Category II) 

Ongoing process to identify the extent of the 
financial mechanisms attributable to energy 
efficiency in selected transition economies. Case 
studies within the context of the new phase of the 
Energy Efficiency 21 project. 

End 2006/ 
Early 2007 

Facilitating Development of 
Coal Mine Methane (CMM) 
Projects in EECCA 

(UNECE, Energy Efficiency 21) 

Progress report on implementation of 
UNECE project to facilitate development 
of CMM projects in EECCA 

Progress report  
(Category II) 

Ongoing UNECE project to raise awareness of the 
benefits that CMM has in environmental, economic 
and social terms and to facilitate development of 
three or more financially viable project documents. 
The report will provide the status of project 
implementation in selected EECCA countries. 

January/Fe
bruary 
2007 
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implementing body Expected output Nature of output/ 
category Current status 

Date of 
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Progress of energy efficiency 
efforts  

(Energy Charter Secretariat) 

The PEEREA Group has decided at its 
meeting on 9-10 November 2007 to provide 
input on energy efficiency policy aspects 
which are normally of interest for the 
Environmental Ministers’ discussion at the 
Conference. Areas of interest shown by the 
WGSO in October should be underlined. 
This input may be reflected in the 
Declaration or used as a separate concise 
statement. 

Statement  
(Category I) 

The Energy Charter Secretariat on behalf of the 
PEEREA Group will provide for consultation and 
consideration by the EXECOM and the WGSO a 
draft revised outline of this document. 

15 January 
2007 

Progress of energy efficiency 
efforts  

(Energy Charter Secretariat) 

Progress report on improving energy 
efficiency. The report will survey general 
trends and analyses of key areas for future 
energy-efficient and sustainable energy 
systems. 

Analytical report 
(Category II) 

The preparation of the report started in spring 2006 
with a view to providing the expected input in time 
for the Conference. A first draft of the report will be 
available in January 2007. The Energy Charter 
secretariat will report to the WGSO on the progress.  

June 2007 

Sustainable Consumption and Production 

Sustainable Consumption and 
Production 

(Submitted by Sweden as one of 
the lead countries in cooperation 
with UNEP) 

A short, concise and targeted document to 
facilitate the Ministers’ discussion and 
provide recommendations for a text to be 
adopted by the Ministers. This document 
should take up findings from the Category 
II document on SCP and build on existing 
national and regional processes, activities 
and partnerships. 

Recommendations 
(Category I) 

Draft document was prepared, circulated among 
WGSO members for their comments, and submitted 
to the Secretariat on 15 January 2007. 

February 
2007 

Mapping SCP in SEE and 
EECCA countries 

(UNEP and EEA) 

This document will attempt to provide an 
overview of consumption and production 
patterns, with case studies from EECCA 
and SEE countries, and will form a basis 
for the necessary policy measures and 
applied best practices to further advance 
the 10-year framework of programmes.  

Assessment report 
(Category II) UNEP and EEA will produce the document. 

July 
/August 
2007 
 

Sustainable consumption and 
production 

(Croatia as lead country with 
support from REC-CEE) 

The paper will analyse the sustainable 
consumption and production status in SEE 
and existing needs in that respect. Join 
input of the SEE countries to the 
ministerial debate. The preparation of the 
document was agreed at the SEE 
consultation on 5 December 2006. 

Analytical paper 
(Category II) Funding available. May 2007 
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Topic/ 

implementing body Expected output Nature of output/ 
category Current status 

Date of 
expected 
output 

Mainstreaming Environment 
into Economic Growth in 
Europe and Central Asia  

 (World Bank) 

The proposed report will identify and 
disseminate best practices supported under 
World Bank operations (lending and non-
lending) that promote mainstreaming of 
environmental considerations into 
policies, plans and programs for key 
economic sectors, namely, energy and 
district heating, extractive industry, 
transport, forestry and agriculture.  

Analytical report 
(Category II) 

A zero draft report has been prepared and is currently 
under revision. The executive summary will be 
available by 1 March 2007 for the fourth meeting of 
the WGSO and draft report in June.  

June 2007 

Mainstreaming of Environment 
into Agriculture and Forestry 
Policies and Operations  

(World Bank) 

 

The report will review successful 
experiences and lessons learned of 
transition countries of the Eastern Europe, 
Caucasus and Central Asia region 
(EECCA) and low-income Southeastern 
Europe (SEE) countries in integrating 
environmental considerations into forestry 
and agriculture policies and operations. It 
will also develop good practice guidelines 
for environmentally sustainable 
agriculture and forestry practices in the 
region. 

Analytical report 
(Category II) 

Summary of the main report will be available by 1 
March 2007.  A complete draft of the report will be 
available by 15 May 2007. 

June 2007 

(b) Mobilizing Finance for Environmental Priorities 

Project Preparation Committee 
 
(PPC in cooperation with EAP 
Task Force, REC-CEE, the 
World Bank and EBRD) 

Mobilizing finance for environmental 
priorities: recommendations for the future 

Recommendations  
(Category I) 

This report will be prepared jointly by the PPC, EAP 
Task Force and Regional Environmental Centre for 
Central and Eastern Europe. It will provide 
recommendations on mechanisms for financing 
environmental priorities beyond 2007. It will present 
proposals on how existing mechanisms for 
mobilizing finance could be strengthened and 
updated in order to reflect the evolving context and 
challenges in EECCA and SEE countries.  

March 
2007 

Project Preparation Committee 
(PPC) 

PPC Report to the Sixth Ministerial 
Conference “Environment for Europe” in 
Belgrade 

Progress report 
(Category II) 

This report will set out the achievements of the PPC 
since the Kiev Ministerial in mobilising finance for 
environmentally-related investment projects in 
EECCA and SEE. It will detail the PPC’s work on 
project identification and preparation, networking 
and coordination with donors and IFIs, and capacity 
building at local levels. 

September 
2007 
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Topic/ 

implementing body Expected output Nature of output/ 
category Current status 

Date of 
expected 
output 

(EAP Task Force) Trends in Environmental Finance Analytical report 
(Category II) 

This report will report on data collected from 
EECCA countries, donors and IFIs to compile a 
picture of financial flows for environmental purposes. 
The report will also integrate the conclusions 
emerging from the EAP Task Force’s work on the 
cost-effective use of financial resources and 
mechanisms for mobilizing additional resources. 

Spring 
2007 

Environmental Financing Trends 
In SEE 

(Joint work of PPC, OECD/EAP 
TF and REC-CEE) 

The paper will report on data collected 
from SEE countries, donors and IFIs23 to 
present the situation of financial flows for 
environmental purposes in the SEE. The 
paper will also present emerging financing 
mechanisms and options for mobilizing 
additional innovative sources of finance. 
Joint work with PPC and OCED/EAP TF 
follows common methodology and 
deadlines.  

Analytical paper 
(Category II) 

Funding under negotiation. The preparation of the 
paper was agreed at the SEE Ministerial Consultation 
(16 June 2006). 

May 2007  

Payment of ecosystems services 
in integrated water resources 
management 

(UNECE in cooperation with the 
Ramsar Convention’s secretariat, 
the UNECE Timber 
Committee’s secretariat, IUCN24, 
FAO25, UNEP, MCPFE26 and 
CAREC) 
 
 
 
 

Recommendations on payments for 
ecosystem services (PES) in integrated 
water resources management, aiming at 
providing guidance on the use of PES to 
implement integrated water resources 
management, through the promotion of 
the protection, conservation, rehabilitation 
and sustainable use of water-related 
ecosystems, at all appropriate levels. They 
help decision makers find efficient, 
effective and equitable solutions to water 
management problems while taking into 
account environmental, economic and 
social concerns. 
 
 

Background 
document 
(Category II) 

The Recommendations have been adopted by the 
Parties to the UNECE Water Convention at their 
fourth meeting in November 2006, together with a 
programme of work for 2007-2009 to support their 
implementation through capacity building activities 
and pilot projects. Final publication of the 
recommendations under preparation. 

June 2007 

                                                 
23 International Financial Institutions. 
24 World Conservation Union. 
25 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. 
26 Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe.  
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Topic/ 

implementing body Expected output Nature of output/ 
category Current status 

Date of 
expected 
output 

Partnerships with the private sector 

Partnerships with the private 
sector 

(USA in cooperation with the 
UNEP office for North America) 

Report on Public Partnerships with the 
Private Sector for 
Sustainable Development.  The report will 
discuss case studies, reasons for joining 
partnerships, types of partnerships, and 
keys to successful partnerships. 

Analytical report 
(Category II) In preparation for 1 May 2007 submission.  May 2007 

Partnership with the private 
sector on the example of the 
Clean Fuels and Vehicles 
Partnership  

(USA, Italy and the Netherlands 
with support from UNEP and 
REC-CEE) 

The document will address the 
opportunities for partnership with the 
private sector based on the best practices 
developed within the Clean Fuels and 
Vehicles Partnership. 

Analytical report 
(Category II) Funding required June 2007 

F. The Way Forward 

Contribution of EECCA RECs 
to the implementation of the 
“Environment for Europe” 
process in EECCA 

(EECCA RECs) 

Report “Environment for Europe” 
process: EECCA RECs’ contribution for 
its implementation  

Analytical report 
(Category II)  

Ongoing process. The report was prepared and 
discussed at the ICC meeting (26 April 2006) with 
representatives of EECCA countries, NGOs, EAP 
Task Force, PPC, and international organizations.  

May 2007 
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ANNEX: OVERVIEW OF PROPOSED ACTIVITIES FOR THE BELGRADE AGENDA, BY CATEGORY 

No. Category I Category II 
1. Official opening of the Conference and adoption of the agenda 

1 Annotated provisional agenda for the Conference Compilation of Executive Summaries of the major reports for the Belgrade Conference 
(UNECE) 

2. Assessment and Implementation 

1 “Europe’s environment: the fourth assessment” report (Belgrade report) and its 
Executive summary (EEA) 

Analytical and strategic paper on state of transboundary waters and international lakes 
in the UNECE region (UNECE) 

2 

Recommendations to governments of EECCA countries for the application of 
environmental indicators and the preparation of indicators-based environment 
assessment reports based on (1) Guidelines for the application of environmental 
indicators in Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia and (2) Guidelines on the 
preparation of indicators-based environment assessment reports (UNECE) 

Analytical report on “Monitoring what Matters: Tailoring water, sanitation and 
environmental sustainability targets and indicators to Europe and Central Asia region 
conditions” (WB) 

3 Guidelines for Strengthening Environmental Monitoring and Reporting by 
Enterprises (UNECE) 

Analytical report on progress in the ratification and implementation of the Aarhus 
Convention in the SEE region (REC-CEE) 

4 Guiding principles for environmental integrated permitting (EAP TF) Analytical report on progress in the ratification and implementation of the PRTR 
Protocol (REC-CEE) 

5 Report and recommendations on Implementation of the MEAs (UNECE)  
6 Report and recommendations on EPRs (UNECE)  
3. Education for sustainable development  

1 Joint statement on ESD by Ministers of Education and of the Environment 
(UNECE) Compilation of good practices in ESD (UNECE and UNESCO) 

2  First report with an overview of progress in the implementation of the UNECE 
Strategy for ESD based on responses from countries (UNECE) 

4. Biodiversity  

1 Belgrade statement by Ministers participating in the PEBLDS process (PEBLDS) Assessment and evaluation of the implementation of the Kyiv Resolution on 
Biodiversity (PEBLDS) 

2  Technical and political progress report on the Pan European Ecological Network 
(PEEN) (PEBLDS) 

3  
Strategic paper and stakeholders’ recommendations on policies and practices for 
biodiversity conservation and PEBLDS in Pan-European region. (European ECO-
Forum) 

4  Analytical report on biodiversity in SEE subregion (REC-CEE) 
5. Capacity Building  
EECCA PERSPECTIVES 

1 Assessing progress in achieving the objectives of the EECCA Environment 
Strategy and its Executive summary (EAP TF) Progress Report on Partnerships (EAP TF) 
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No. Category I Category II 

2 Document on the Initiative on Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) in 
EECCA (Armenia and Belarus with support from UNECE, UNDP, REC-CEE) 

Analytical report on Assessment of Reform of Environmental Compliance Assurance 
Systems in EECCA (EAP TF) 

3 Progress report and recommendations: Central Asia Initiative on Sustainable 
Development (CAREC) 

Analytical report on financing the water supply and sanitation sector in EECCA 
countries, including progress in achieving water-related Millennium Development 
Goals (EAP TF) 

4  Progress report on EU Water Initiative – EECCA (EC) 
5  Progress report on LEAP process in the EECCA (EECCA RECs) 
SEE PERSPECTIVES27 

1 The legal Framework for the protection and Sustainable Development of 
Mountain Regions in SEE (UNEP, EURAC, BFSD, CEI) Analytical report on Municipal Environmental Investments in the SEE (REC-CEE)  

2  Analytical report on Common capacity building needs in climate change in SEE 
(REC-CEE) 

3  Analytical report on MEA Implementation and Compliance in the SEE region (REC-
CEE) 

4  Protection of marine pollution from coastal sources/Adriatic Sea Partnership Survey 
(REC-CEE) 

5  Analytical report on Partnership and Cooperation in Transboundary River Basin 
Management in the Danube River Basin (REC-CEE) 

6  Western Balkans28 Regional Environmental Report (UNDP) 
7  Analytical report on SEE mountain initiative (REC-CEE) 
Other activities related to both EECCA and SEE perspectives 
1  Background report on mountain initiative (UNEP) 
2  Assessment and recommendations on Environment and Security (ENVSEC) 
6. Partnerships 
(a) Environmental Policy and International Competitiveness29 

1 Analytical report on environmental policy and international competitiveness in a 
globalizing world: Challenges for low-income countries in the ECE region Background report on financing energy efficiency (UNECE) 

2 Assessment and recommendations on Financing Energy Efficiency (establishing 
an Investment Fund on EE) (UNECE)  

Progress report on Facilitating Development of Coal Mine Methane (CMM) Projects 
in EECCA (UNECE) 

                                                 
27 The SEE countries will provide information on Category I documentation for the session. 
28 Including the following countries: Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and the UNadministered Province of Kosovo. (The use of 
geographic names in this document does not imply official endorsement or acceptance whatsoever by the United Nations.) 
29 Including energy efficiency and sustainable consumption and production. 
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No. Category I Category II 
3 Statement on the progress of energy efficiency efforts (ECS)30  Analytical report on progress of energy efficiency efforts (ECS) 
4 Assessment and recommendations: SCP patterns in the UNECE region (UNEP) Assessment report on Mapping SCP in SEE and EECCA countries (UNEP) 
5  Analytical report on sustainable consumption and production (REC-CEE) 

6  Analytical report on Mainstreaming Environment into Economic Growth: a Strategy 
for the Europe and Central Asia (ECA) (WB) 

7  Analytical report on Integration of Environment into Agriculture and Forestry in 
Selected ECA countries (WB) 

(b) Mobilizing Finance for Environmental Priorities31 

1 
Recommendations on mobilizing finance for environmental priorities: 
recommendations for the future (PPC in cooperation with EAP TF, REC-CEE, 
WB and EBRD) 

Progress report on the work of the Project Preparation Committee 2003-07 (PPC) 

2  Analytical report on Trends in Environmental Finance (EAP TF) 
3  Analytical report on Environmental Financing Trends in SEE (REC-CEE) 

4  Background document on Payment of ecosystems services in integrated water 
resources management (UNECE) 

5  Analytical report on partnerships with the private sector (US in cooperation with the 
UNEP office for the North America) 

6  Analytical report on partnership with the private sector on the example of the Clean 
Fuels and Vehicles Partnership (REC-CEE) 

7. The Future of the EfE process 

1 Draft Ministerial Declaration  Analytical report on the “Environment for Europe” process: EECCA RECs’ 
contribution for its implementation and future (EECCA RECs) 

8. Closure of the Conference 
2 Chairperson’s summary   

 

                                                 
30 Subject to decision by the Executive Committee at its fifth meeting, 14-15 February 2007. 
31 Including partnerships with the private sector. 


