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Summary 
 
1. This information note is intended to report on the progress made in preparing the 
cooperation for the protection and sustainable development of the South East European 
mountain region. In partnership with the Carpathian Convention and with support from Italy 
and UNEP, three intergovernmental meetings on the cooperation for the protection and 
sustainable development of the South East European mountain region were serviced by 
UNEP – Regional Office for Europe (UNEP-ROE), from which resulted an advanced draft 
text of the Framework Convention on the Protection and Sustainable Development of the 
South East European Mountain Region. The 6th Ministerial Conference “Environment for 
Europe”, Belgrade, Serbia, 10-12 October 2007, is invited to take note of and welcome this 
initiative.  
 
 
Background 
 
2. The United Nations Environment Programme – Regional Office for Europe (UNEP-ROE) 
was requested by the Ministry of the Environment and Physical Planning of the Former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia to support and service a regional cooperation process, 
aiming at addressing the regional needs for sustainable mountain development in South 
Eastern Europe, and to identify appropriate solutions. 
 
3. After preparatory work by UNEP-ROE, the issue of the protection and sustainable 
management of the South East Europe mountain ecosystems was addressed in and supported 
by the “Sharing the Experience — Capacity Building for the Protection and Sustainable 
Development of Mountain Regions in South East Europe”, co-organized by UNEP-ROE and 
the Italian Ministry for the Environment, Land and Sea, in Bolzano on December 12-13, 
2005, with the technical and scientific support of European Academy (EURAC). 
 
4. Consequently, the Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning of the Republic of 
Macedonia hosted the Intergovernmental consultation on the “Cooperation for the Protection 
and Sustainable Development of Mountain Regions in South East Europe”, in Pelister, 
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, May 12-13, 2006, supported by UNEP-ROE and 
the Italian Ministry for the Environment, Land and Sea. 
 
5. A study conducted by Balkan Foundation for Sustainable Development (BFSD) on the 
“Assessment on the current situation and needs of cooperation on the protection and 
sustainable development of mountain regions/areas in South-Eastern Europe (Balkans)” was 
presented during the meeting in order to facilitate the discussion on the areas of cooperation, 
which will be made available to the Conference as part of a Category 2 paper on “Mountain 
Initiatives”, submitted jointly by UNEP and by the Regional Environmental Centre (REC). 
 
6. The following areas of cooperation on the Protection and Sustainable Development of the 
South East European mountain region were identified:  
- Sustainable local development and territorial planning  
- Integrated water/river basin management  
- Agriculture and rural development  
- Forestry 
- Transport and infrastructure 
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- Tourism 
- Energy 

 
7. At the invitation of UNEP-ROE, the delegations of seven Governments from South Eastern 
Europe, and of several international organizations and non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs), gathered in Bolzano, in the Italian Alps, for the Intergovernmental consultation 
“Protection and sustainable development of mountain regions in South Eastern Europe – SEE 
Convention Process”, November 3-4, 2006. Following the preliminary identification of 
general strategic outlook and guidelines for consultation, the meeting engaged in the 
discussion of the draft Framework Convention on the Protection and Sustainable 
Development of the South East European Mountain Region. The meeting also mandated 
UNEP-ROE to submit the draft Framework Convention to legal and linguistic harmonization, 
and to produce a crosscutting cost-benefit analysis in the view of the adoption of the 
Framework Convention, to be considered by the Governments in a next meeting. 
 
 
Next Steps 
 
8. In March 2007, UNEP-ROE will call for the next negotiation meeting in the region, aiming 
at finalizing the draft Framework Convention text. 
 
9. It is expected that a revised draft text of the proposed Convention will be available to the 
Executive Committee of the Ad Hoc Preparatory Working Group of Senior Officials 
"Environment for Europe" (EXECOM). It is hoped and expected that the draft text of the 
Framework Convention on the Protection and Sustainable Development of the South East 
European Mountain Region will be finalized in time for allowing its signature during the 
Belgrade Conference. 
  
10. The 6th Ministerial Conference “Environment for Europe”, Belgrade, Serbia, 10-12 
October 2007, will be invited to take note of and welcome the progress made in the 
development of the Framework Convention on the Protection and Sustainable Development 
of the South East European Mountain Region. 
 


