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Introduction        
On the initiative of the countries of Central Asia (CА) at 5-th Pan-European Ministerial 
Conference (Kiev, May, 2003) have been accepted the document of 1st Category «Invitation to 
Partnership» in which the CA countries made a call to the international community to support their 
efforts on achievement of Sustainable Development (SD) purposes. By the decision of the Pan-
European Conference it was proposed to begin preparation of all interested parties’ multilateral 
partnership agreement.  

In the Kiev Declaration efforts of the CA countries were welcomed and the major role of donors 
and other interested parties was emphasized. Also it was noted that implementation of the 
recommendation for preparations Agreements on partnership will serve as the concrete 
contribution to the Johannesburg Plan of implementation and becomes the important step 
promoting the Water Initiative of EU and other donor initiatives. 

The present report is prepared to review the progress of the decisions accepted in Kiev on Central 
Asian Initiative (CAI) and its further prospects, for consideration by ministers of UNECE region at 
the Belgrad Ministerial Conference. In the document proposed projects on further realization of 
CAI, Draft Areements on partnership and Regulations on the International Coordination Council of 
the Central. 

 

Background 
In the framework of preparations for the World Summit for Sustainable Development, the IFAS 
Interstate Commission for Sustainable Development, co-established by Heads of Central Asian 
(CA) states, on behalf of the countries of sub-region, brought forward a Central Asian Initiative for 
Sustainable Development (CAI). This Initiative summarized lessons learnt by CA countries for the 
years of independence, successes and failures and suggested ways to further integrate various 
processes, including NEAPs, IFAS Programs, LEAPs, etc. At the WSSD this Initiative has been 
supported, which recognized significance of this process for the future of Central Asia and as a 
model for other regions1. 

A year after the Summit, in 2003, at the Fifth Pan-European Ministerial Conference, the Initiative 
was further developed. The Conference attendees agreed upon and approved a “Invitation to 
Partnership for implementation the CA Initiative on sustainable development”. The document 
overviewed CA priority issues and established intersectoral and sub-regional environmental, water 
and capacity-building objectives2. 

The Initiative is planning to strengthen cooperation mechanisms, establish partnership relations 
between the states, private sector, international and public organizations to achieve Sustainable 
Development Goals in Central Asia. 

 

1. Progress Made 

 

a. Political Level 

• CAREC, in cooperation with NGOs and Environment Ministries, held a number of 
workshops, round-tables in CA countries to identify further steps in the field of CAI 
development. The workshops attendees also discussed CAI integration with programs and 

                                                 
1 www.johannesburgsummit.org/html/sustainable_dev/p2_partners_other_areas/central_asian.pdf  
2 http://www.unece.org/env/proceedings/html/Item7b.e.html 
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projects, being implemented throughout CA. Recommendations were made for CAI 
development and provided to CA governmental bodies (MFAs, ICSD, NCSD, etc.) to integrate 
the adopted sub-regional objectives with the national policies. As a result, the Initiative 
suggestions have been included into various national programs and a number of sub-regional 
programs (Ecosystem Management, Environmental Education, Public participation, Legislation 
approximation, etc.) have been successfully launched. 

• At the UN International Conference for regional cooperation in transboundary river basins 
(Dushanbe, 2005), CA countries were presented with a report “Economic integration as a 
crucial factor of sustainable water consumption and security in Central Asia”, developed jointly 
by CAREC, IFAS, EURASEC and, inter alia, based upon CAI.  CAI suggestion in the field of 
development of an international legal document “CA Partnership Agreement”3, as a basis for 
creation of favorable investment conditions to achieve MDG, served as a basis for the address 
of the Republic of Tajikistan to Heads of states and international organizations, adopted at the 
Conference4. 

• In 2005, CAREC, under the support of EC, UNECE, GWP, UNDP and EAP TF, held a 
number of workshops to tackle the issues and consider perspectives in the field of development 
of a normative framework for water quality in CA. One of the workshop outcomes was as 
follows: the current CA system of water pollution control is not aimed to preserve and improve 
water ecosystems. The workshop attendees, representatives of Water and Environment 
Ministries, experts and NGOs found it necessary to launch reforms within the acting system of 
standards, while preserving common (approximated) standards and based on the best European 
practices.  The Government of Kazakhstan has already introduced a portion of these 
suggestions, developed a new standard to manage water resources. 

• At the Second Meeting of Parties to the Aarhus Convention (Almaty, 2005), the CA 
countries made joint suggestions in the field of capacity-building (Goal #3 of CAI), supported 
by the final MoP Declaration. Lack of capacity within state, public, expert organizations was 
declared to be the main barrier for the Convention goals implementation. As a result, a 
Capacity-Building Project was initiated for CA countries. 

• At the UNESCAP Ministerial Conference for Environment and Development (Seoul, 
2005), as suggested by CA countries, the Initiative was included into the final Ministerial 
Declaration along with other important initiatives to be supported.  

• At the Fourth World Water Forum (Mexico, 2006), under the support of GWP, Finland and 
IUCN, CAREC developed and presented a Report on CA water ecosystems (Goal #1 of CAI). 
The Report described the condition, issues and recommendations on water ecosystems 
preservation for state bodies. 

• In the framework of preparations for the UN MDG+5 Summit (2005), CAREC has once 
again informed the CA countries (through MFAs) of the sub-regional commitments made, 
possibilities and perspectives of sub-regional cooperation. In their statements Heads of CA 
states and delegations have once again emphasized significance of sub-regional cooperation to 
achieve the MDGs. The CA Initiative made its own contribution to strengthening of CA 
cooperation, to understanding of the significance of common objectives and joined efforts. 

• CAI served as a basis for a long-term environmental cooperation between CA and EU. 
CAREC developed a Report on CAI future programs and priorities for the CA-EU High-level 
Meeting (Almaty, 2006). As a result, a decision was made in the field of EU environmental 
cooperation priorities to 2013. 

                                                 
3 Draft Partnership Agreement can be requested at: carec@carec.kz  
4 www.transwaterconference.org  
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b. Expert Level 

• CAREC, in cooperation with Environment and Water Ministries, under the support of 
IUCN and GWP, assessed CA water ecosystems: CAI Goal 1.1 “Preservation of Water 
Ecosystems” was reviewed. The Assessment revealed that preservation of vital ecosystems has 
not been put on the list of priority objectives of the ministries, is not an independent object of 
environmental activities and is not being taken into account in the course of transboundary 
water management.  

• Under the support of Secretariat of the UN Program “Millennium Ecosystems Assessment», 
CAREC, in cooperation with CA experts, assessed CA mountain ecosystems and developed a 
sub-regional programme for mountain areas.  

• Under the support of Switzerland and UNECE, in cooperation with the CA Environment 
Ministries, CAREC developed Guidelines for practical application of EIA Convention in CA to 
be used in the framework of environmental expertise throughout CA. National training 
workshops have been held in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan on practical 
application of the Guidelines. 

• To review barriers for the achievement of the Goal, aimed to develop renewable energy 
sources in CA (Goal 1.3), a study and workshops have been held, where experts, 
representatives of establishments, Energy, Environment and Water Ministries identified major 
fields of cooperation, signed a Memorandum and appointed a Center for Sustainable 
Production and Consumption as an international NGO. Presently, the Center is successfully 
developing the activities launched, assisting the establishments to introduce ISO 14000 and 
ISO 9000. 

• Under TACIS support, CAREC launched a pilot project, aimed to introduce integrated 
management (Goal #3.3.) in the Ili-Balkhash Basin (Kazakhstan-China-Kyrgyzstan). The 
project is planning to develop an experimental model of ecosystem management to be 
replicated in other rivers basins. Analytical studies have been carried out and recommendations 
made to introduce a regional (basin) economic mechanism and ecosystem management.  

• Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan launched projects, aimed to introduce 
IWRM in the National Plans. CAREC provides its expert, awareness-raising and 
methodological support in the field. 

 

c. Public participation 

• National workshops on “NGOs Involvement in CAI Implementation. Public Monitoring” 
were held in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan to ensure community 
involvement in achievement of the goals set.  

• To support CAI implementation, CAREC, under the EC support, provided grants to 23 
projects of CA NGOs, aimed to achieve CAI objectives. Through its programs CAREC 
provides sustainable assistance to NGOs to ensure their involvement in international processes, 
enhance capacity-building and cooperation between national Ecoforums of CA NGOs. 

• In the process of preparation for the Second Meeting of Parties to the Aarhus Convention, 
under the support of CAREC, OSCE, Germany, a Conference of CA NGOs was held, where 
CAI objectives were discussed and steps to enhance NGOs involvement in current processes 
were suggested. 

• Under the US support, CAREC implemented a pilot projects, aimed to ensure community 
involvement in rehabilitation of local water supply systems in Kazakhstan. The Project was 
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widely supported by local bodies and recommended for replication in the National Programme 
framework, aimed to supply drinking water to local communities. The Project developed 
innovation mechanisms of sustainable financing. In 2006, Norway supported this approach 
which might be further developed throughout CA. 

• Under the EC support, CAREC is implementing a grant programme, aimed to ensure 
sustainable development of Caspian littoral states in Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, Russia and 
Azerbaijan and development of sustainable businesses, support to farmers at the local level. 
Over 150 projects have been financed. The total project budget amounted to over 2.5 million 
Euro. 

• In cooperation with OECD and GWP, a Water Partnership e-library has been established to 
ensure access of stakeholders to water issues (http://www.carec.kz/water). In cooperation with 
ICSD, a series of e-publications “Aid for sustainable development experts” has been published. 
Awareness-raising materials are distributed to NGOs, Scientific Institutes and mass media on a 
regular basis, support is provided in the development of TV programs and publications, 
describing goals and activities in the field of CAI implementation. 

 

d. Support to Environmental Education 

• To achieve objectives in the field of development of environmental education (Goal 3.7), a 
series of sub-regional conferences has been held, a Task Force has been established, involving 
Education, Environment Ministries, NGOs and scientists to support and coordinate 
environmental education programs in CA sub-region, a number of pilot projects has been 
implemented. 

• Under the support of the UK, OSCE, UNESCO, new textbooks on “Environment for Future 
Generations” and a package of supporting methodological materials, including posters and 
video reels, have been developed for secondary schools. All the documents have been 
supported by educational bodies and introduced into the teaching process. 

• Accessible databases have been developed, comprising all positive lessons, learnt by the 
teachers, Universities and NGOs in CA and other countries. A CD, containing environmental 
education materials, has been issued and distributed for practical application in schools and 
under other educational processes throughout CA.   

• Under the UK support, a project, aimed to adjust and translate the posters and video reel 
into the CA national languages and distribute them throughout CA, has been implemented. The 
adjusted and translated materials (posters, video reel and teaching methodology – 100 copies of 
each) have been provided to CA countries and distributed to the schools through training 
workshops and National Coordinators. 

• In 2005, under the support of UNESCO, UK, OSCE and EC, the Fourth Sub-regional CA 
Conference was held. Its attendees adopted the Declaration of CA countries in the field of 
Education for SD. It describes priorities of EE development, including the CA contribution to 
UNECE and AP regional strategy. 

• Under OSCE support, CAREC launched a review of legislations to integrate environmental 
education in the national systems and national budget programs. 

• Under OSCE support, CAREC established an EE Center in Tajikistan, an Information and 
Education Center in Turkmenistan, supporting educational and informational programs at the 
national and local levels. 

• In 2003, 2004 and 2005, under the support of UNESCO, UK, OSCE and EC, CAREC held 
Annual Sub-regional Conferences for CA countries. The Conferences summarized the progress 
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made, shared the best practices, being applied in schools, NGOs, higher learning institutions, 
identified and clarified priorities of EE development. 

  

2. The Prospects  of Central Asian Initiative 
The well-being and the future development of the countries of the Central Asia depend in many 
respects on ecological equilibrium and water resources in the region. Experience of the newly 
independent Central Asian states has shown that the isolated and fragmentary efforts of different 
sectors, countries or international organizations do not lead to expected results and do not solve the 
problems of environment and development. Another approach is required which would be based on 
long-term processes, with participation of the interested parties and the public, integration into the 
international and regional programs, with the account of historic world experience and inner 
potential. 

At the Kiev Ministerial Conference it was suggested to develop a Partnership Agreement for all the 
stakeholders, which could specify the roles of all the parties, committed to achieve SD goals and 
suggest efficient mechanisms of coordination between donors, countries, businesses and NGOs. 
The draft of this Agreement is resulted in p.2.1 

In present time there are still issues related to lack of coordination. The programs and projects, 
being implemented under the support of CA donors, Governments, private sector are rarely 
coordinated and often duplicated. With this purpose the draft of Regulations on International 
Coordination Council of Central Asia which is called to remove an existing problem is developed. 
This draft is resulted in p.2.2. 

The countries of the Central Asia together with the international partners at 5-th Pan-European 
Ministerial  Conference (Kiev, 2003) have presented subregional priorities and initiated a number 
of programs and projects for their realization. In p. 2.3 the list of projects which are continuation of 
the started initiatives of subregion on realization of CAI is submitted and include projects on most 
successful of them, received support at local and national levels. 
 

2.1 The Draft Partnership Agreement on Implementation of the Central Asian Initiative on 
Sustainable Development 

Article 1 

Herein below Agreement provides the legal basis for implementation of the Central Asian Initiative 
on Sustainable Development (CAISD) developed by Central Asian countries and endorsed by 
decisions of WSSD (Johannesburg, 2002) and V. Pan-European Conference of Ministers of 
Environment in (Kiev, 2003). 

Article 2 

The overall goal of the Agreement is to establish the legal and institutional basis for consolidation 
of efforts of Central Asian countries, international organizations, business sectors and civic society 
to achieve sustainable development objectives, to build regional coordination mechanisms and to 
enhance favorable conditions for private investments. 

Article 3 

Ultimate objectives of the Agreement are; 

• Ensure sustainable functioning of vitally important for human livelihood water ecosystems 
and prevention of their degradation within the sub-region. 

• Sustainable water use and access to the drinking water to supply population, industry and 
ecosystems with water of required quality in sufficient quantity.  
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• Intersectoral partnerships to ensure and strengthen its mechanism of interests concordance 
and building capacity of civic society, environment and water management authorities  

Achievement of these objectives is in line with Millennium Development Goals and will enhance 
regional and global security and poverty reduction. 

Article 4 

Above stated objectives (Article 3) are to be achieved by consolidated efforts of all stakeholders 
(countries, international organizations, business enterprises and associations, and civic society 
institutions) in implementation of projects under the CAISD,  application of best practices, transfer 
of modern technologies, technical and financial support, building local organizations’ capacity as 
well as in enhancing investment friendly conditions for activities to meet these objectives.  

Article 5 

For clearer tracking and monitoring of achievements under the CAISD, the Central Asian countries 
have agreed on indicators as attached (Annex 1). 

Article 6 

Parties of the Agreement 

The Partnership Agreement is built on capacities and advantages of each party of the Agreement 
for the most effective mobilization of internal and external capacities and resources for common 
benefit. 

The parties of the Agreement are: 

• The Central Asian countries: Republic of Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, Republic of 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Republic of Uzbekistan. 

• International Organizations: European Commission, UNECE, UNESCAP, World Bank, 
CAREC, IFAS, EurAsEC, and other stakeholders. 

• Neighbor and partner countries for  the Central Asia: Afghanistan, China, Russia, Japan, 
USA,  

• Non-Governmental Organizations: WWF, IUCN, national NGOs, civic society institutions. 

• Private companies, International Council of entrepreneurs for sustainable development. 

Article 7 

Parties of the Agreement within its framework assume obligations as below: 

The Central Asian countries assume obligations of eliminating barriers and reducing risks for 
investments in to programmes and projects of the Central Asian Initiative on Sustainable 
Development, exempting the concerted projects from taxes and customs payments, creating other 
auspicious conditions for the activities of stakeholders and sectors involved for the purposes of 
sustainable development, including the development of such directions as water economy, 
implementation of clean technologies, ecotourism, organic agriculture, energy effectiveness, and 
development of renewable energy, etc.  

International organizations and foreign countries assume obligations of providing world 
experience, technical and financial support, and additionally, a neutral platform for the realization 
of projects of the Central Asian Initiative on Sustainable Development of cooperation, granting 
international guarantees for private investments and for the fulfillment of obligations of all the 
parties involved. 

Private sector assumes obligations of granting investments into programmes and projects of the 
Central Asian Initiative on Sustainable Development, and additionally, in development of 
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agriculture, sustainable energy, ecotourism, fishery, other branches of sustainable businesses, 
significant both for ecology and health, and for economy and creation of new workplaces.  

Public organizations assume obligations of contributing to the broad population involvement, their 
participation in programmes and projects of the Central Asian Initiative on Sustainable 
Development, including programmes of training, education, and support of activities at the local 
level, development of public monitoring and support of public dialogue. 

Article 8 

With the purpose of coordinating programmes and projects of the Central Asian Initiative on 
sustainable development and fulfillment of goals of the present Agreement by the parties of the 
Agreement, a Coordination Council will be created with the participation of the representatives of 
the state and public sectors, the international organizations and a private sector on a parity basis. 
The credentials and purposes of the Coordination Council connected with the projects of the 
Central Asian Initiative on sustainable development are defined by the talks of the parties. The 
procedures of work of the Coordination Council are regulated by the decisions of the Council 
within the framework of the present Agreement. 

Article 9 

For the achievement of the goals of the Central Asian Initiative on sustainable development the 
parties of the Agreement define the lists of priority directions and prime projects. The structure of 
projects and programmes, as well as monitoring of their performance is defined by the 
Coordination Council. 

Article 10 

Financial and technical support of the Coordination Council activities is carried out by the Central 
Asian Regional Environmental Centre (CAREC), responsible for raising funds for the meetings 
and functioning of the Coordination Council. 

Article 11 

All disputes and disagreements between the Parties concerning interpretation and application of the 
provisions of the present Agreement will be solved by mutual consultations and negotiations. 

Article 12 

Amendments to the present Agreement can be coordinated by the Parties by means of exchange of 
letters. Such letters are an integral part of the present Agreement. 

Article 13 

The present Agreement will be approved of by the Parties in accordance with their proper 
procedures. The present Agreement inures on the first day of the second month following the date 
of the notification of the Parties of each other that these procedures are completed. The present 
Agreement is open for the participation of other interested organizations. 

Article 14 

The Parties can abandon the status of the Party by directing a notice in writing with its intention of 
withdrawal from the Agreement to the Chairman of the Board of Directors 6 months in advance 
before the abandoning the status of the Party of the Agreement.  

Article 15 

The Depositary of the Agreement is the Central Asian Regional Environmental Centre. 

 

Accomplished in the city of Belgrade on October ____, 2007, in duplicate, each one in the English 
and the Russian languages, and all the texts are equally valid. 
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For the Republic of Kazakhstan      

For the Kyrgyz Republic 

For the Republic of Tajikistan 

For Turkmenistan 

For the Republic of Uzbekistan 

For the European Commission 

For the UN ECE  

 

_______________________________ 

 

_______________________________ 

 

_______________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annex 1 (to the Draft Agreement only)  

INDICATORS 
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Goal 1. Ensuring sustainable functioning of water basins ecosystems which are vitally 
important for humans .  

1.1. To secure water discharge for the needs of ecosystems. 

To secure sanitary discharges of water on the rivers for their preservation as water ecosystems.  
Guaranteed water supply in the Aral region (Southern part) – for the sustenance of the system of 
wetlands (5,5 - 8,0 km3/yr), and  in the Syr-Darya delta (for the system of wetlands) and in the 
Maloye Aral sea -  5,0 km3/yr. Allotment by 2015 of 20 km3 of water per year for the ecological 
needs of the Big Aral sea is admitted to be a realistic and politically acceptable task through 
implementation of measures on water saving by all the types of water consumption. 

 

1.2. To stabilize the processes of salinization of the irrigated lands and carrying-over of salts from 
the irrigated tracts into the rivers. Introduction of water saving technologies into an irrigated 
agriculture, rehabilitation and development of drainage systems, recycling of returnable waters is 
required. The processes of accumulation of toxic salts can be stabilized up to 20 % of the total 
irrigation area of the region. The use of collector-drainage and waste waters by 2010-2015 can be 
brought up to 15 % from their amount. The importance of the task was underlined in Dushanbe 
declaration of the Heads of CA states dated October 6, 2002.  

 

1.3. To increase a share of renewed energy sources to 15 % of primary deliveries of energy. It is 
achieved by the increased use of the potential of water-power engineering (the potential of the 
mountain rivers of Tajikistan rates the third place in the world concerning their hydroresources 
with a total hydroenergy potential of 527 000 GWatt/yr, the potential of Kyrgyzstan - 162 500 
GWatt/yr, the potential of Kazakhstan - 110 000 GWatt/yr, of Uzbekistan - 88 000 GWatt/yr). 

 

1.4. To expand the area of the especially protected territories in the deltas and the zones of  the 
rivers flows formation, and to maintain a proper water-security regime in them.  

 

1.5. To increase the percentage of forest land in mountains, to decrease erosion of the mountain lands, to 
increase water-retaining ability of mountainous ecosystems. "It is necessary to increase the amount of 
anti-erosion works, restoration and expansion of mountain forest lands and their protection, taking it as 
one of the main tasks of sustainable development of mountainous territories". 

 

1.6. To integrate the Caspian environmental programme into economic activities. "To expand the 
status of the Caspian environmental programme to the programme of sustainable development of 
the Caspian region, to integrate it with the economic programmes of the countries of the Caspian 
region, the projects of development of new technologies and businesses". 

 

Goal 2.  Rational use of water and access to drinking water 
2.1. By 2010 to decrease inefficient  losses of water in an irrigated agriculture by 20 %. The 
decrease in losses of the organized character at all levels of hierarchy up to the borders of the farms 
will be allowed by the implementation of principles of the integrated water resources management. 
The primary attention should be paid to incitement and implementation of non-capital-intensive 
measures of water saving at the level of a farm or a field (which today are responsible for up to 50 
% of all losses of water). It is necessary to introduce legislation on  water saving and special 
programme of investment in water saving.  



 11

2.2. Development of non-water consumption sectors of economy, including dry agriculture. 

It is assumed in the project plans of water and salts management that the areas under cotton will 
not be increased, but taking into account the population growth, the big increase in grain and 
forage crops production will be observed. 

2.3. By 2015 to provide the optimum specific norms of economic and household consumption 
per capita in the regional scale. To bring the norms of consumption of drinking water to not more 
than 250 l per day per person in cities and 100 l per day per rural inhabitant by 2015.        

2.4.  Reconstruction of water supply systems. To increase the coverage of a water supply system 
network up to 99 % of the urban population and up to 60 % of rural population. 

2.5.  To reduce irrevocable consumption of water in industry by 30-40 %, which is possible by 
the introduction of modern resource-saving technologies with a turnaround water supply. 

2.6.  To improve management of hazardous  wastes in drained territories of transboundary rivers. 
It is reached due to implementation of joint regional projects, harmonization of national legislative 
documents with the norms of the EU in the field of waste management and control of their 
application, establishment of economic mechanisms for stimulating implementation of cleaner 
technologies and minimization of waste, implementation of cleaner technologies, wasteless 
industry and minimization of wastes.  

 

Goal 3. Intersectoral partnership and consolidation of the potential. 
3.1. The presence of a political structure for maintaining a wide public dialogue and process on 
achievement of the goals of sustainable development - Establishment of CSD under UN in CA. "It 
is necessary to create a special UN commission responsible for the coordination of the activity of 
international organizations and donor countries on the solution of the problems of the Big Aral 
sea". 

3.2.  Accession to the UNECE convention on the use of transboundary water resources. The 
Heads of CA countries have declared "their complete support of the international agreements, 
particularly ... on protection of transboundary watercourses". Introduction of interstate and regional 
norms and agreements on Environmental Impact Assessment and compensatory mechanisms is 
necessary. Priority here is the inventory of water objects and the formation of initial base for 
interstate water-division. Ratification of conventions by CA countries and introduction of 
subregional mechanism of their implementation. 

3.3.  Development and introduction of integrated approach to the solution of problems of water 
resources management and environment in the subregion, originally at national level (priority is 
given to the pilot projects in the lower of Amu Darya and Syr-Darya). Establishment of 
associations of water-users, consultations on water, other non-governmental associations of 
farmers.  

3.4.  Development of "Regional Water Partnership in CA" in accordance with social, economic 
and environmental importance of water and involvement of the representatives of all interested 
participants, including NGO. 

3.5.  Free access to the information on the state of the environment and natural resources, 
including water, their management and use. Achievement of this goal will be promoted by 
establishment and implementation of transparent information control systems, estimations, 
forecasting, use and protection of water resources, simultaneously with the development of 
communication systems at all levels of water hierarchy (basin hydroeconomic organization, 
hydroeconomic organizations, and water-users) to insure an improved decision-making process. 



 12

3.6.  To double the access of the public and governmental structures to the Internet as well as 
amount of ecological television programmes and publications in mass-media 

3.7. Education: to double the number of courses and programmes on environmental education. 

 

 

2.2 The Draft of Regulations of CAI Program/Projects Coordination Council 

 

General provisions 
The given document determines the status, objectives and authorities of the Coordination Council 
(CC) for the projects of Central-Asian Initiative, set up with the aim to support implementation of 
international obligations and sustainable development goals in Central Asia adopted by the WSSD 
and the 5th Ministerial Meeting “Environment for Europe” (Kiev, 2003)5.  

CC Status and Objectives  
CC is a regional, non-political, inter-sector body set up by all the key partners: governmental 
agencies, international organizations, NGOs and private sector with the aim to support 
achievement of goals and implementation of objectives adopted by the CA countries and 
international community as well as private sector in the area of environmental protection and 
sustainable development. 

The primary CC goal is to develop recommendations with regard to coordination between 
sectors, CA countries and their partners within the framework of the projects of Central-Asian 
Initiatives on Sustainable Development that are being implemented in the region of Central Asia 
and are targeted at boosting their efficiency, synergism and their overlapping avoidance.  

CC may consider programs and projects at its meetings, may give its recommendations pertaining 
to these programs and projects, provide its independent opinion or formulate proposals with regard 
to their efficiency increase, mechanisms of coordination, use or development of positive 
experience. 

CC activity is based on the information, reports of the meetings, of NGOs and other stakeholders 
received from the countries and different ministries on a regular basis. Via its Chairman and CC 
members it also supports contacts with secretariats of any program, conventions and projects as 
well as with other individuals and organizations. 

CC may support programs and projects of Central-Asian Initiative implemented in the region by 
way of attracting additional financial resources, establishment of links with donors, community and 
by giving recommendations as to the approaches to addressing environmental problems. 

 

CC may also put up together expert groups out of the number of CC members or other people in 
case of the necessity to study these or those issues and in other cases essential for the Council 
activity.  

The CC structure and Formation Procedure  

                                                 
5 Several regional programs and coordination mechanisms (Annex 1) function in Central Asia. However their authorities are limited 
by territorial and sector frameworks and do not allow to effectively concert all the stakeholder efforts. For example, IFAS and its 
subdivisions (ICWC and ICSD) have mandate only to work in the Aral Sea basin and their status does not allow other key partners 
(public associations and international organizations, private sector and business circles) to enjoy equal rights in decision-making 
process. According to the WSSD and Kiev Conference to achieve MDG and commitments made by CA within the framework of 
WSSD or the program “Environment for Europe” the decision-making framework and the pool of participants have to be widened.  
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CC consists of nine members. It shall include representatives of: 

а) private sector – their number shall not exceed 25% of the total number of the Council members; 

b) non-governmental public organizations– their number shall not exceed  25% of the total number 
of the Council members; 

c) representatives of the donor countries and international organizations – their number shall not 
exceed  25% of the total number of the Council members; 

d) business representatives, people belonging to commercial and research sectors, selected due to 
their own capabilities to contribute to successful work – their number shall not exceed  25% of the 
total number of the Council members. 

At the first meeting the Council founders shall consider all the candidates to the members of the 
initial CC composition proposed by the stakeholders – individuals and organizations. All the later 
changes within the CC structure shall be decided by the CC itself. Non-governmental organizations 
shall propose their own candidates to CC membership. International organizations and donors 
participating in the Council shall have to also notify the CC Chairman about their appointments to 
the Council based on the preliminary  consultations.    

Term of office 
CC members shall implement their functions in the course of a three-year office term, which may 
be extended for three more years. 

CC members shall be changed in line with the rotation procedure, which is submitted to the CC 
Chairman for consideration. In order to ensure continuity, CC rotation system has to insure balance 
between representatives of public bodies, non-governmental public associations, business and 
international organization. 

CC members shall elect CC Chairman out of the number of their members by the majority of votes. 
The CC Chairman shall be elected for the term of two years, but his office term may be prolonged 
for one more term by the Council decision.  

Work Rules and Procedures  
The meeting of the stakeholders (arrangement is scheduled for the Belgrade Ministerial Meeting 
special session) shall introduce and endorse this Provision for CC. Later on CC shall have the right 
to introduce amendments into the CC Provision and to introduce work rules and procedures at its 
meetings held in accord with the established procedures.  

CC members shall not get remuneration for the implementation of the functions delegated to them, 
with the exception of compensation for transportation and other costs, directly linked with their 
participation in the Council activity and endorsed by the CC Council in advance.  

CAREC shall be responsible for the timely funding of the costs necessary for the CC work, so that 
CC members can get regular and timely information related to the CC activity and Council meeting 
issues. CAREC shall be responsible for the preparation of formal CC documents and running all 
the correspondence.  

CC may represent its own point of view in the form of: 

(a) a written Report of the CC Chairman, which shall be represented for the familiarization of the 
Council members; or  

(b) Presentation at the international fora on CA related issues made directly by the CC Chairman or 
the person substituting him. 
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The CC Chairman shall have the right to take part in all the meetings of the CAREC Board of 
Directors and also in other CC fora, which are not directly linked to the CC activity and in other 
fora.  

CC members shall be responsible for: 

• Ensuring the CC goals and its objectives implementation; 

• Presenting the views on the CC activity and its impact upon the programs under 
implementation; 

• Presenting the views regarding the needs of the CA region; 

• Overview and assessment of the activity within the framework of environmental 
programs in CA, CAREC programs, NGOs and other programs; 

• CC support through such activity like financing, increase of the funds, public relations, 
technical aid and policy recommendations. 

It is required that CC members shall: 

• Take an active part in the CC meetings; 

• Render support, to the extent possible, in the arrangement of CC meetings and other 
meetings and conferences, which can be organized from time to time in the CA region 
with the CC participation; 

• actively participate in the CC activity in the period between the meetings, which is 
expressed in following subject-matter or issues, or in coordination of the working 
groups on behalf of the Council; 

• Present the CC point of view at other fora on coordination with the CC Chairman ; 

• Address other specific issues inside CC in terms of coordination within specific area or 
those related to CA region; 

• Maintain relations with other CC members; 

• Develop, in case of necessity, discussion materials related to the Council competence 
and materials for the CC;  

• Actively participate in the transfer of interesting and relevant information  addressed to 
CC and to write short articles for the CC; 

• Maintain regular links with the CAREC Executive Director. 

All the CC members shall represent different society layers and shall have to report regularly to the 
sector that they represent in the CC. On the other hand they shall have to inform the Council about 
the comments or issues of relevant sectors.   

CC meetings  
The CC Chairman shall preside at the CC meetings. In his/her absence another CC member, 
appointed by the CC Chairman shall preside at the meetings, but the Chairman shall have to notify 
all the Council members about that. In case the Chairman does not appoint his deputy due to this or 
that reason then the Council members shall select one of the Council members to be a Chairperson 
at the specific meeting of the Council. 

CC shall have the right to get together for the meetings not less than twice a year. 

In case of the necessity the Council Chairman with the support of not less than half of the CC 
members may initiate an extra meeting.  
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CAREC executive Director shall bear responsibility for the organization of such meetings in 
consultation with the CC Chairman.  

CC members shall be notified about the CC meeting not later than 20 days prior to the event.  The 
information shall have to be sent via email, shall include the Agenda and all the meeting materials. 
All the CC members shall have to confirm their participation in the meting or to communicate the 
CC Chairman the name of the representative, which shall be authorized by the written power of 
attorney.  

The meeting shall be considered to have legal power with the quorum not less than 50% of the CC 
Council membership list.  

Each issue proposed for the CC meeting shall have to be supported by the minimum of 50% of 
those CC members present at the meeting.  

Each CC member shall have only one vote. 

The vote of the CC Chairman is decisive in case of the equal vote distribution. 

All the voting shall be open.  However, the Chairman and also any other CC member may suggest 
a secret vote when it is necessary. 

The minutes of the meeting shall be made available to the CC members after the meeting for their 
comments.   

CC members shall be elected for the term of three years and shall be changed according to rotation 
system, which shall be suggested by the CC Chairman and approved of by the Council decision. 
Such rotation system must ensure the balance of interests between representatives of different 
sectors. 

Termination of the CC membership. 

Membership in the Council shall be terminated in the following cases: 

• End of the office term. 
• Written dismissal, notification of which shall be sent for registration to the CC Secretariat 

with the fixed data, when this dismissal comes to the effect. 
• Detection of the conflict of interests, fixed in the CC related Provision. 
• Missing or the absence from two successive CC meetings except cases when the reason of 

the absence is approved by the CC meeting and recorded in the minutes.  
• When changes take place within the governments of the member-countries –    a new 

government may appoint their new representative to CC. All these appointments shall be 
viewed as a basis for the termination of the office term of the current representative and 
appointment of a new representative to a position of the representative.  

CAREC Executive Director shall have to ensure that all the Minutes, Reports and other CC 
materials are formally signed and properly kept. CAREC Executive Director shall have the right to 
be present at all the CC meetings but shall not authorized to vote at these meetings.   

Conflict of Interests 
The conflict of interest happens when a CC member or any other individual invited by the CC has 
conflict of interests, direct or indirect interests in favor of their own activity, regardless the fact 
whether the examination process was fair, open and democratic. 

If a CC member has conflict of interests, direct or indirect interest to the issue under consideration 
by the CC then he shall have to communicate this interest as soon as possible to the CC Chairman 
and shall restrain from decision making while this case is being assessed or is under approval.  
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In case it is found out that the conflict of interest was there and has not been declared prior to the 
decision made or action taken then this decision shall have to be reconsidered without the 
participation of the source of conflict. 

The CC Chairman shall have to be informed of all the conflicts of interest and such notification 
shall have to be registered in a special register. Such registration shall be ensured by the CAREC 
Executive Director under the Council observation. 

Non-observance of the commitment by a CC member related to the disclosure of the conflict of 
interest and cases of disclosure of such a conflict of interest by the Council in any case shall 
constitute a serious reason and the basis for immediate dismissal of the Council member. 

 

Reimbursement of costs  

Reimbursement of all the transportation costs and expenditures related to participation in the CC 
meeting shall be the CAREC responsibility. All the costs related to the CC activity shall be 
supported by the CAREC budgets approved of by the Board of Governors and also by other 
possible donor contributions. CAREC Executive Director shall have to report to the CC and its 
Board of Directors about this type of costs in compliance with the country legislation, in which this 
CAREC office is located.  

All the requests with regard to reimbursement of the costs shall have to be accompanied by 
necessary documentation, original travel costs and hotel documents. Failure to implement this 
condition shall entail the refusal from such payments.  

 

Amendments to the Provisions 

CC Chairman or any of its members may suggest amendments to the given Provisions. 

All such amendments of any kind shall have to be sent in advance in written form for CC 
consideration. Final endorsement of all the amendments shall be among the CC authorities. All the 
approved amendments shall have to be fixed in the Minutes of the Council meeting.  

 

2.3 The list of project proposals on realization of the CAI after Belgrade 

 
The name of he 

Project, recipient 
country 

Project outputs  Additional Information 

Preservation of 
water ecosystems 
in Central Asia 

1. Definition of water 
consumption and minimal requirements to 
ecological drain in the basins of the Central 
Asian rivers. 
2. Development of basin plans 
on the integrated water resources 
management (IWRM). 
3. Annexation of the Central 
Asian countries to Helsinki Convention of 
the UN ECE and to other agreements. 
 

On CAREC initiative of 
cooperation with IUCN and  GWP 
the analysis of water ecosystems in 
CA was done. With the support of 
Norway Kazakhstan develops the 
national plan of IWRM 
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The name of he 
Project, recipient 

country 
Project outputs  Additional Information 

Improvement of 
quality of water in 
Central Asia 
 
 

1. New techniques and standards controlling 
the quality of water with the respect of 
interests of all water users, accepted by the 
governments of the Central Asian countries. 
2. The trainings and the trained groups of 
Ministry employees and expert 
organizations.  
3. Accessible databases on the quality of 
water in the sub-region. 

In 2004-2006 CAREC conducted a 
series of seminars for the Central 
Asian countries and on order of 
Kazakhstan developed the project 
of the new standard, organized 
training of the representatives of 
water and ecological sectors of the 
Central Asian countries. 

Realization of sub-
regional strategy 
of sustainable 
development of 
Central Asian 
mountain regions 

1. Realization of a package of the project 
proposals coordinated between the CA 
countries on the problems of water and 
electric power, biodiversity and ecotourism, 
poverty, health and migration in 
mountainous regions. 

 
2. Support of a network of mountainous 
villages (САМР). 
 

ADB Project with regional and 
national components. On ADB 
demand CAREC continued the 
work on the strategy. Switzerland 
(САМР) supports a network of 
mountainous villages 
 

Ecosystem 
development in 
CA as the bases of 
biodiversity 
preservation and 
ecosystems in the 
European region 

1. Creation of the long-term program of 
development of PA of various statuses with 
the definition of priorities in regional and 
national levels. 
2. The Coordination of the program at the 
national and regional levels with the 
subsequent creation of new and expansion of 
existing protected territories in key 
ecosystems.   
3. Development of proposals on sustainable 
development of key landscapes  

WWF in cooperation with ICSD 
designed the maps of Ecosystem of 
natural territories on CAREC basis, 
a series of training courses were 
organized, main documents 
prepared. 

Creation of 
institutional bases 
for preservation of 
the Caspian sea 
ecosystems 

1. Support of interstate cooperation in the 
Caspian region 
2. Development of grant programs for local 
communities of the Caspian region 
3. Creation of Institute of the sea 
environment protection in the Caspian 
region 

The countries of the Caspian region  
ratified the Caspian convention, 
Developed the strategic plan and 
realize the projects. 
EECCA RECs supported the grant 
program for the Caspian 
communities  

Introduction of 
ecological 
management in the 
Ili-Balkhash basin 

1. Creation of ecological 
management in the basin 
2. Realization of a long-term 
development plan 
3. Introduction of economic and 
administrative basin mechanism  

On Kazakhstan order CAREC 
developed in 2002 a concept of УР 
in the basin. 
In 2006 with the support of EU - the 
plan of IWRM of the river Ili basin 
(Kazakhstan, China, Kyrgyzstan) 

Strategic 
estimation and 
EIA in 
transboundary 
context 

1. Introduction of harmonized 
approaches of EIA in CA countries 
2. Pilot projects on application of 
SEA in CA 
3. Created potential of the Central 
Asian countries for fulfillment of 
SEA 

A series of training seminars on 
EIA is held with the help of 
UNECE and the manual was 
published 
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The name of he 
Project, recipient 

country 
Project outputs  Additional Information 

Assistance to local 
bodies in the 
availability of 
qualitative potable 
water to rural 
population on the 
basis of self-
financing 

Model of steady financial cooperative societies for 
the provision of rural water supply, based on 
social mobilization and co-financing from the 
local budget (20 %), personal contributions of 
inhabitants (10 %) and the external grant (70 %). 

The project has been executed with 
external help. The CA countries 
offered to distribute the successful 
experience in all the CA countries 

Perfection of the 
normative base and 
development of 
programs in the field 
of energy saving and 
effectiveness in CA 

1. New techniques and standards accepted 
by the governments, which stimulate energy 
saving and effectiveness, and new technologies 
with account of the international experience. 
2. The trainings and the trained groups of 
Ministry employees, local bodies and expert 
organizations.  
3. National and sub-regional programs of 
energy saving and effectiveness , accepted by the 
governments of the Central Asian countries 
with account of the Kyoto protocol 
4. Accessible databases on energy saving and 
effectiveness technologies 

On certain parameters the Central 
Asian countries have the most 
power-intensive economy in the 
world. CAREC seminars and 
researches show that alongside with 
a greater potential for energy saving 
there exist legal, institutional and 
economic barriers. 
 

Estimation of  the 
Central Asian 
countries potential 
and needs in 
renewed electric 
power 

1. The Estimation of potential and 
needs 
2. The Analysis and proposals on 
harmonization of legislation, 
specifications, customs and tax rules for 
carrying out of legislative reforms for the 
development of renewed electric power 
3. Identification and realization of 
the first pilot projects on renewed electric 
power 
4. Creation of centers of 
implantation of renewed electric power 
(RE Clearing houses) 

 

During the  realization of the 
program on purer production and 
other programs on climate change it 
was recommended to start the 
realization of the sub-regional 
project on renewed electric power. 

Creation of a 
network of centers of 
steady production 
and consumption in 
CA countries 

1. Improvement of the system of eco 
management. 
2. Increasing the effectiveness of use of 
resources.  
3. Introduction of ISO standards 14000, 
9000. 
4. Implementation in CA countries the 
system of ecological ratings of the 
enterprises, eco-marking and certification. 
  

In 2002-2006 with the support of 
OECD, UNEP USAID, TASIS a 
certain potential in CA countries 
was created on CP and steady 
production and consumption. 
In 2004 CAREC created centers of 
steady production and consumption. 

Local plans of 
activities on 
preservation of the 
environment 

Development of local ecological management and 
local projects. The program should be focused, 
apart from concrete and practical purposes, on the 
development of potential of local bodies, public 
involvement, and creation of the legalt bases for 
the increase of the responsibility of local self-
government institutions (Regional program of 
Local plans of activities on preservation of the 
environment ). 

The program works since 2002. 
There is a network of local 
coordinators and experts of Local 
plans of activities on preservation 
of the environment, integrated with 
local control bodies 
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The name of he 
Project, recipient 

country 
Project outputs  Additional Information 

Public 
participation in the 
development and 
realization of 
regional programs 
on preservation of 
the environment 
and sustainable 
development of 
CA 

1. Realization of grant programs for 
strengthening the potential of NGO 
2. Support of NGO participation in decision-
making at national and international levels 
3. Support of NGO cooperation in the 
countries and between the countries 
4. Realization of training programs for NGO 

According to  Rio declaration and 
Orhus convention the public 
participation is a means of settling 
the problems of ecology and 
development. A number of NGO 
projects is realized in region with 
the support of grant programs of 
CAREC and other organizations, 
national forums of ecological NGO 
are generated.  
 

Education for 
sustainable 
development 
 

1. Creation of institutional bases for 
the promotion of ОУР in the system of 
formal and informal education in the 
Central Asian countries. 
2. Development of national plans on 
ОУР in the Central Asian countries. 
3. Organizing trainings on ОУР for 
various target groups  
4. Production of educational and 
training materials on ОУР for all 
educational levels - reviews, manuals, 
posters, CD, video-films 
5. Organizing annual sub-regional 
conferences on ОУР in CA with the 
purpose of exchange of the best practices 
and experience. 

In CA mechanisms of coordination 
of programs and projects in the field 
of ОУР, with the participation of 
the Ministries of Education, 
Ecology, Science, educational, 
public and international 
organizations are created and tested 
in work. Hundreds of organizations, 
schools, experts and volunteers 
work in common. The experience of 
regional cooperation in the Central 
Asian countries on ОУР is 
recognized as one of the best in 
Europe and Asia. 

Improvement of 
access of the 
interested parties 
to the ecological 
information and 
increase in the 
level of knowledge 
in matters of 
environment 
preservation 

1. Creation of accessible and modern 
information systems, strengthening of 
organizational potential of the state 
organizations and NGO.  
2. Development of exchange networks of 
ecological information. 
3. Preparation of the Directory on 
information resources and services in the 
field of preservation of the environment 

 

A certain number of databases is 
created in region with the support of 
international organizations, but the 
institutional instability or narrow 
sectoral characteristic did not 
provide a free access to the 
information.  

Assistance in 
realization of 
Orhus Convention 
principles in the 
CA countries 

1. Increase of potential of the Central Asian 
countries in the realization of the Convention, 
trainings, seminars 
2. Accessible for NGO database in 
Ministries of Ecology 
3. Pilot projects on РВПЗ  
4. Granting opportunities to journalists in 
their interpretation of ecological matters and 
providing them with the opportunity to update 
data  
 

The Central Asian countries ratified 
the Convention (apart from РУз). 
At II meeting of the parties 
(Almaty, 2005) the CA countries 
coordinated the sub-regional 
proposals on fulfillment of the 
Convention 
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The name of he 
Project, recipient 

country 
Project outputs  Additional Information 

Transfer of 
international 
experience on 
project 
management from 
CEEREC to 
CAREC  

1. Modern system of project management 
implemented in CA 
2. Staff trained in CAREC 
3. Mutual projects 

 

The Kiev declaration recommended 
to use CEEREC experience in 
EECCA region 

Training program 
for the youth of 
the Central Asian 
countries 

1. 200 young leaders trained in 
programs of nature protection and 
Sustainable development 
2. A network of youth organizations 
and leaders participating in the activities on 
the programs in local, national and regional 
levels 

LEAD program trained a number of 
graduates in the CA countries, 
CAREC Board of Directors 
recommended to begin a special 
program of training for the youth 

Creation and 
maintenance of the 
coordination 
mechanism 
(Coordination 
Council of the 
projects of CA 
Initiative on 
sustainable 
development) 

1. Recommendations on synergism and 
increase of efficiency of the projects which 
are fulfilled by the countries, international 
organizations, a private sector and other 
parties 
2. Exchange of data and best experience. 
3. Distribution and support of pilot and 
demonstration projects in CA. 

Organization and holding of the 
meeting on establishing the 
Coordination Council, where all the 
interested parties would take part, is 
planned in Belgrad 

 

 
 
 

 

 


