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Introduction

1. We, the Environment Ministers and Heads of delegation from … countries in the UNECE region and the Representative of the European Commission, met at Belgrade, Serbia, from 10 to 12 October 2007, in the sixth of a series of Ministerial Conferences held as part of the “Environment for Europe” (EfE) process.

2. The role of the EfE process in promoting environmental protection and sustainable development in the region and sub-regions. Its added value to and links with, other relevant processes. Commitment to a needs-driven and prioritised approach to cooperation on environmental protection among countries in Europe, North America, the Caucasus and Central Asia.

3. Challenges to the EfE process raised by the economic, social and environmental developments in the region, the need to eliminate gaps between and within States, and focusing more on EECCA and SEE countries, with sub-regional or national interventions, where appropriate, bearing in mind the importance of engaging all countries in the region.

4. Global environmental challenges and commitments and the responsibility of our region to improve the global environment and to promote sustainable development (referring e.g. to, the Millennium Development Goals, the regional contribution to CSD-cycle since Kiev and to its commitment to meet its global environmental and sustainable development goals and targets by national, sub-regional and regionally specific actions). Cooperation with other regions by sharing lessons learnt and experience gained.

Specifics of the UNECE region including its vulnerability to climate change (e.g. extreme weather conditions, water availability and distribution, natural hazards and desertification), the loss of biodiversity, exposure to new chemicals risk etc.

I. EVALUATION AND IMPLEMENTATION

5. Recognition of the progress made in implementing the Kiev Conference commitments, and challenges ahead.

6. The forth assessment report on the state of the environment (Belgrade Assessment) prepared by the European Environment Agency (EEA) with the support of countries and UNECE, and in cooperation with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and other international organizations. Main features of the state of the European environment and the positive and/or negative tendencies highlighted therein, including progress since Kiev towards meeting the main international goals and targets. Progress (or the lack of it) in the development of environmental legislation, policies, mechanisms, instruments, institutions, capacities and performance. Priorities and response measures needed in relation to the state of the environment including attention paid to sub-regional differences. Decision on the next report. 

7. Environmental policy and international competitiveness, including the role of the involvement of business and industry, corporate responsibility and of the use of economic instruments. Prevention of the transfer of ecological burdens as consequence of globalization even in the European dimension.

8. Action on the UNECE Recommendations to Governments of Eastern European, Caucasian and Central Asian Countries for the Application of Environmental Indicators and the Preparation of Indicator-Based Environmental Assessment Reports, and the Guidelines for Strengthening Environmental Monitoring and Reporting by Enterprises. Need for further capacity building on environmental monitoring and assessment.

9. The current effectiveness and role of the UNECE multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs) as a significant element of the EfE process. Major challenges with the implementation of these MEA), in particular in some subregions. Capacity-building activities developed within the framework of regional conventions. Need for accelerating the ratification of regional environmental conventions and protocols, further strengthening compliance with them, expanding capacity-building activities, and developing more secure funding mechanisms.

10. Progress made in implementing soft instruments adopted under the EfE process, highlighting achievements, problems and needs to increase their effectiveness and impact.

11. Need for EECCA and SEE countries to implement recommendations of the UNECE environmental performance reviews (EPRs) and to overcome current barriers to progress in environmental performance.

II. CAPACITY-BUILDING AND PARTNERSHIPS

12. Recognition of the importance of capacity-building as a cross-cutting priority area for environmental protection and the promotion of sustainable development in the region, with a particular focus on EECCA and SEE, and the role of all stakeholders, including the private sector and civil society organizations in working in partnership to deliver further progress. Scope for supplementing regional and sub-regional capacity building activities by working with EECCA “pilot” countries committed to reform.

13. Progress made in the implementation of “Environmental Partnerships in the UNECE Region: Environmental Strategy for Countries of Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia. Strategic framework” (EECCA Strategy) and perspectives. EAP Task Force report on the implementation of the Strategy.

14. Progress made in the implementation of the Central Asian initiative on sustainable development and other important sub-regional partnerships.

15. Initiatives of South Eastern Europe’s  (SEE) Environment Ministers, bearing in mind the Stabilisation and Association Process and its direct link to EU enlargement.

16. Need for additional national, subregional and regional efforts to promote sustainable use of resources and changing production and consumption patterns, in the light of latest data on material flows in the region (including the development of national action plans for sustainable production and consumption patterns involving industry, consumers and NGOs, of clean and environmentally friendly technologies, techniques and products, sharing and diffusing good practices especially in EECCA and SEE countries, and developing capacity building and education).  Support to a follow-up within the Marrakech process.

17. Need for further integrating climate change, environmental aspects and sustainable development into energy policy in the region, improving energy efficiency, encouraging energy efficiency and saving audits, promoting up-to-date climate friendly and energy saving technologies, and promoting renewable energy sources as a means of meeting environmental and sustainable energy supply objectives. Support to the elements of the WSSD Plan of Implementation a sustainable energy future.

18. The need to strengthen the efforts to provide water and sanitation in order to improve the health conditions for vulnerable groups and to reduce the impacts of water related disasters. Progress made in relevant initiatives (e.g. the EU Water Initiative, in particular, its EECCA and Mediterranean components, and integrated water resource management approaches to transboundary waters).

19. The need to improve the chemicals management in countries of the region and to take care of old legacies. Support to the implementation of the results of the SAICM (Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management) process. Need to promote a better global regulation of heavy metals and improve synergies between MEAs to facilitate chemicals management in the region.  

20. The contribution of the prevention, reduction or elimination of risks for environmental decline, both within and between countries, to securing peace and stability. Reference to the Environment and Security Initiative as an effective partnership to help governments to address environment and security issues in the region.

21. Reference to the Education for Sustainable Development Strategy.

22. Challenges in and recommendations for, environmental financing in countries in the EECCA and SEE sub-regions, including the preparation of feasible, cost-effective and results-oriented environment programmes to prioritize investments, and the encouragement of more private environmental investments. 

III. THE WAY FORWARD

23. Opportunities offered by developments in EECCA and SEE for resolving existing environmental problems.

24. A clear link between the themes/problems/challenges (Climate change, Biodiversity, Environmental health, Behaviours, Security) and the responses to solve them.

25. Specific deliverables from the Belgrade conference, e.g.:

· Agreeing on priorities for closing implementation gaps;

· Launching dialogues with EECCA countries with a view to identifying specific actions to help to implement international commitments and/or build capacities;

· Retargeting EECCA Environment Strategy (if need be, shortening and streamlining of existing objectives);

· Launching new multi-stakeholder partnerships to tackle regional priorities;

· Commit the UNECE CEP to actively seeking partnerships with all UN major groups to in order to more effectively act to address environmental challenges; 

· Commitment to individually and collectively under the auspices of the UNECE CEP to establishing new partnerships with the private sector to leverage our efforts and seek their experience and expertise in effecting change to improve environmental conditions in the region;

· Commitment to develop mitigation and adaptation strategies and measures in relation to the different scenarios of climate change, to share suitable methods and strategies to adapt to the negative results of climate change taking into account the specific needs in EECCA and SEE, and to encourage partnerships to this end;

· Welcome the energy efficiency fund of the UNECE Energy Committee and seek ways to promote their efforts;

· Commitment to getting the lead out of petroleum and to take steps to significantly reducing the amount of sulphur in motors fuels in order to improve human health and the environment, including through participation in and support for the Clean Fuels and Vehicles Partnership;

· Support to the Central Asian partnership initiative;

· Welcome the ongoing development of the Framework Convention on the Protection and Sustainable Development of the South East European Mountain Region, and support mountain partnerships within and between the Alps, the Carpathians, the Caucasus, and the mountain regions of Central Asia;

· Commitment to promote the integration of the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity into national sectoral policies and to develop partnerships and mobilize the necessary measures promoting, inter alia, the PEBLDS as a regional tool;

· Encourage IFIs and donors to align their assistance plans with country environmental programmes in EECCA and SEE, to give climate change highest priority in deciding on their investment strategies and to create clearer incentives by using more performance-based aid instruments;
· Enhancing the ability of the civil society/public to be involved in decision-making and strategic evaluation, a key instrument for integration.
26. Continuation of the EfE process, its mandate, goals and focus for the future. Result orientation based on reliable data/indicators/assessments. Roles and responsibilities of its major driving forces (Committee on Environmental Policy, EAP Task Force, PPC and EECCA RECs). Cooperation with other processes. Financing of the EfE process.

27. Next Conference.





















































































































































































� Prepared in the light of the discussions by the Drafting Group of 15 and 16 February 2007 and written contributions submitted on both days.







