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Health issues
• Senegal River Water Charter (2002) :
 Article 4: Basic Human Right to Safe Water
 Article 8: Priority to the supply of drinking water, especially to the most vulnerable ;
 Article 13: To ensure the quality of the waters of the Senegal River and to sensitize its populations to
this effect
• Nouakchott Declaration (2003)
 Goal 7: Implementation of the Regional Health Plan
 Goal 8: Creating new opportunities to improve access to safe drinking water and sanitation
 Goal 9: Improving water quality for a better quality of living environment and public health

Health in Regional Projects
The construction of major water infrastructure is associated with the prevalence of water-related diseases
that affect the health of populations and their economic productivity.
Studies and epidemiological mapping have shown 2 groups of water-related diseases:
• Malaria
Studies show prevalence rates averaging 20 per cent in vulnerable populations.
• Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTDs): bilharziasis, geohelminthiasis, trachoma, lymphatic filariasis and
onchocerciasis
These NMTs affect almost all regions of the countries along the Senegal River basin.

Health in Regional Projects (2)
The Water-related Disease Incidence Reduction Program
This programme was carried out within the framework of Projects financed by the World Bank:
• The distribution of long-lasting insecticidal nets (LLINs) to achieve full coverage in targeted areas;
• Completion of the geographical mapping of NTDs in collaboration with other partners and the
implementation of integrated treatment of NTDs through the distribution of drugs.
• The promotion of health in communities through information, education and communication, with
particular emphasis on the prevention of malaria and NTDs;
• Capacity building, coordination of collaborative efforts of neighbouring countries to combat malaria and
NTDs, surveillance of these diseases, and monitoring and evaluation;
• Increase access to drinking water

Lessons learned/recommendations
• The various evaluations have shown that integrated disease control methods, combined
with rational water resource management, are essential for controlling the prevalence
of malaria and NTDs in areas near dam sites or irrigated perimeters;
• This experience could be used in the framework of the fight against the pandemic of
COVID 19 (IEC campaigns and coordination at the national level).
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