
 

 

Economic Commission for Europe 
Conference of the Parties to the  
Convention on the Transboundary  
Effects of Industrial Accidents 
Bureau 
Forty-fifth meeting 
Geneva and online, 2 December 2020 

   Annotated provisional agenda of the forty-fifth meeting 

To be held online via webex, 2 December 2020, 9:30-12:00 

 I. Provisional agenda 

1. Opening of the meeting and adoption of the agenda. 

2. Preparatory events for the eleventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties. 

3. Preparations for the eleventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties: 

 (a) Practical arrangements; 

 (b) Representation and credentials; 
 (c) Election of officers and members of the Bureau and WGI; JEG; 

 (d) Draft decisions/documents for adoption and list of draft decisions taken; 
(e) Preparatory online meeting on the amendment. 

4.  Workplan and financial resource requirements. 

5. Other business. 

6. Date and venue for the next meeting of the Bureau. 

 II. Annotations to the provisional agenda 

 1. Opening of the meeting and adoption of the agenda 

1. This provisional agenda was prepared by the secretariat in agreement with the Chair.  

2. The Bureau will be invited to adopt its agenda as set out in the present document. 

 2. Preparatory events for the eleventh meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties 

3. The Bureau will be invited to take stock and briefly exchange its views on the two 
preparatory events to the eleventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties, organized due to 
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its shortened duration, with English and Russian interpretation and thanks to the financial 
support provided by Germany, the intended former host country: 

- CoP advance information session, 30 October 2020, 9.30 – 12.30 

- Seminar on mine tailings safety in the UNECE region and beyond, 1 December 2020, 9.30 
– 12.30. 

 3. Preparations for the eleventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties 

4. The main purpose of the meeting will be to review and adjust as necessary the final 
arrangements for the meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP), being held as a hybrid 
meeting in the Palais des Nations (salle Tempus 2) in Geneva and online, 7-9 December 
2020, from 10:00 – 12:00 each day (with no overtime flexibility). 

 (a) Practical and procedural arrangements 

5. The secretariat will provide an update on the practical arrangements for the COP, 
including the connection modalities. It will also share information on some of the procedural 
arrangements, notably the checking of quorum at the times of decision-making. 

 (b) Representation and credentials 

6. The secretariat will report on registration by Parties and others, indicating the number 
of participants. The secretariat will also report on the copies of credentials received, through 
the procedure outlined in the operating procedures and advise the Bureau on whether 
sufficient Parties have registered for COP to take decisions. 

7. The Bureau will decide on the reporting to COP by the Vice-Chair from Slovenia on 
the credentials. 

 (c) Election of officers and members of the Bureau and Working Group on 
Implementation; Joint Expert Group on Water and Industrial Accidents 

8. The Chair, in cooperation with the secretariat, will briefly recall the 10 nominations 
received for candidatures for membership of the Bureau for the period 2021-2022, including 
2 new members, and the proposal for the officers, and suggest the handling of this item at the 
CoP (see ECE.CP.TEIA/2020/INF.2). 

9.  The secretariat will briefly recall the 10 nominations received for candidatures for 
membership of the Working Group on Implementation for the period 2021-2024, including 
3 new members, and the Chair will suggest the handling of this item at the CoP (see 
ECE.CP.TEIA/2020/INF.3). 

10. The Chair will also share information on an expression of interest received from 
Serbia for election as Co-Chair of the Joint Expert Group on Water and Industrial Accidents 
for the next biennium 2021-22, in view of the information shared from the German Co-Chair 
at a previous Bureau meeting that he would no longer be available for this role as of 2021. 
The Bureau will be invited to elect a new Co-Chair for the Industrial Accidents Convention 
during its first meeting in the new biennium in early 2021. 

 (d) Draft decisions/documents for adoption and list of draft decisions taken 

11. The Chair will invite Bureau members to report on any outstanding items for 
discussion at the CoP, in particular items which have not yet been previously flagged to the 
Chair and the secretariat through the advance circulation procedure part of the operating 
procedures. 
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12.  The Chair will briefly report on the informal consultations held with Parties, in 
cooperation with the Vice-Chairs and the secretariat, in the framework of the advance 
circulation procedure, in response to the comments submitted by two Parties. She will ask 
the secretariat to complement information on the comments received and the discussions 
held, as required. 

13. The Chair will recall the invitation to Parties conveyed through the secretariat to 
indicate under which items they wish to take the floor and to submit their respective 
statements in advance by 30 November, 12.00. This will be important for an effective 
planning of the Conference’ conduct, with its overall 6-hour duration. Bureau members will 
be invited to follow-up on the submission of statements, if not yet submitted. 

14.  The Bureau will be invited to discuss the anticipated decisions taken by COP, based 
on the advance list of draft decisions prepared by the secretariat. These decisions taken will 
be presented at the end of days 1 and 2, and confirmed in the beginning of days 2 and 3. The 
Bureau will be invited to actively consider all options for consensus-building to facilitate the 
taking of the respective decisions at the meeting. 

(e) Preparatory online meeting on the amendment 

15.  The Chair will briefly share information on the preparatory meeting with respect to 
the Convention’s amendment, scheduled to take place on 3 December at 10.00, to which the 
Parties which had formally submitted the amendment to the Convention back in 2016, 
notably, the EU, the Republic of Moldova, Norway, Serbia, and Switzerland, as well as the 
Russian Federation had been invited. With the support of the secretariat, she will provide an 
update on the participation in the meeting. She will explain her proposed handling of the 
meeting, with a focus on the decision to be taken by the CoP at this meeting. The Bureau will 
be invited to take note. 

 4. Workplan and financial resource requirements  

16. The Chair will invite the secretariat will present updated information on the 
contributions received for 2019-20 workplan. 

17.  She will also invite the secretariat to share updated information on the lead countries 
and the pledges received, as well as confirmations for in-kind contributions for the 2021-
2022 workplan. The Bureau will be invited to take note and to discuss the way forward to 
ensure the full financing of the new workplan. 

 5.  Other business 

18. Members of the Bureau wishing to raise other business should contact the secretariat 
as soon as possible. 

 6. Date and venue for the next meeting of the Bureau 

19. The Bureau is expected to consider the date and location of its next session, with the 
understanding that a new composition of the Bureau would be elected at the Conference. It 
is expected to review a proposal by the Chair and the secretariat to hold the meeting, partially 
jointly with the Working Group on Implementation in Geneva in the second half of February 
2021. 

    


