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Achievements: Protocol supports 2030 Agenda

• National targets on water and health set by most Parties (new in 2018: Croatia, 
Luxembourg, Portugal, Spain) and non-Parties (Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan)

• Countries revising Protocol targets to ensure full alignment with SDGs and integrating 
them in sustainable development strategies (Belarus, Netherlands, Ukraine)

• Parties submitting VNRs on SDG 6 in 2018 (e.g. Hungary, Lithuania, Romania, Switzerland)
• Protocol on Water and Health and the 2030 Agenda: A Practical Guide for Joint 

Implementation to be published in early 2019 
• Complementarity between the Protocol and SDG targets on water, sanitation and health -

clear added value for joint implementation

Protocol target areas SDGs
Quality of drinking water supplied (art. 6.2 (a))

Reduce non-compliance of drinking water quality according to national standards by xx% by 
20xx 

6.1

Reduction of water-related disease (art. 6.2 (b))

xx% reduction of water-borne diseases compared to 20xx by 20xx 
(i) typhoid fever; (ii) bacillary dysentery; (iii) viral hepatitis; (iv) diarrheal diseases; and (v) parasitic diseases

3.2, 3.3, 3.9

Access to drinking water (art. 6.2 (b))

Secure xx% access to safe water for all educational, medical and social facilities 3.8, 4a, 6.1, 11.1
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PLEASE ADD FRANCE WHERE RELEVANTThe Protocol is a legally binding instrument available to countries in the pan-European region. It aims at achieving an adequate supply of safe drinking water and sanitation for everyone and effectively protecting water resources. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (2030 Agenda) is a global commitment, which provides significant policy stimulus towards attaining integrated goals for sustainable development, including on reaching universal and equitable access to safely managed water and sanitation and on good health and well-being for all. With many synergies and common characteristics, it is natural to implement the Protocol and the targets of the 2030 Agenda related to water, sanitation and health in an integrated way to support effective implementation at country level and avoid duplication of efforts.  The Protocol’s legally binding nature is an important asset for channelling and sustaining the long-term efforts needed to achieve the 2030 Agenda. The Protocol’s intergovernmental framework and the different activities that constitute its programme of work offer a pan-European platform for all relevant stakeholders to build evidence, strengthen political commitment, develop policy and technical guidance, build in-country capacities, and share experiences and good practices for attaining the 2030 Agenda targets on water, sanitation and health.  The clear overlap and complementarity between the Protocol target areas and the SDG targets related to water, sanitation and health indicate the added value of joint, streamlined planning and implementation. Using the Protocol framework and its process of target setting, including carrying out an in-depth baseline analysis, is highly beneficial for establishing national SDG targets. The establishment of a coordinated set of targets and indicators ensures policy coherence, gains synergies in implementation and fosters integrated data collection and analyses. Countries that have already set their national targets under the Protocol revise them in line with the SDGs to foster their joint implementation.The SDG Guide provides background information and step-by-step advice on how to identify, establish and operationalize the links between the Protocol on Water and Health and the water, sanitation and health-related targets of the 2030 Agenda. It presents a comprehensive and pragmatic approach for joint implementation and it is structured in two Parts:Part 1 provides an overview of the synergies between the Protocol and the 2030 Agenda. It contains basic information and objectives on the treaty and on the water, sanitation and health-related targets of the 2030 Agenda, as well as on follow-up and review processes and on procedural mechanisms under the Protocol.Part 2 complements Part 1 by spelling out action for implementation. It contains practical, step-by-step guidance on how to bring together Protocol and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) implementation at the country level, as illustrated in the joint implementation checklist (see Figure 7). Concrete solutions are illustrated by a variety of country case studies, which are interspersed throughout Part 2. They reflect countries’ experiences and lessons learnt with joint implementation and may inspire other countries in adapting the suggested approaches. 



Lessons learned and challenges – example of progress

Improving equitable access to water and sanitation in Armenia
(2015-2020)
1. National assessment of the situation, using the Equitable Access 
Score-card (2015-2016)
(a) governance frameworks, (b) geographical disparities, 
(c) vulnerable and marginalized groups, (d) affordability 
2. Action Plan on Equitable Access to Water and Sanitation (2018-
2020) approved by State Committee of Water Economy (2017) 
3. Progress achieved
(a) Steps taken to include 579 unserved rural communities into 
service area of water service provider
(b) Package of legislative reform proposals to address legislative 
barriers to ensuring equitable access under development
(c) Targets being developed under the Protocol to address gaps

• Overall progress in access to water and sanitation in UNECE region, but ensuring equitable
access still a key challenge. SDG6 targets call for “universal and equitable access”.

• Tools and guidance were developed under the Protocol to support countries in ensuring 
equitable access to water and sanitation
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Remaining challenges in ensuring EQUITABLE accessAverages for data on access to water and sanitation services mask inequalities. Inequalities to be fought on 3 fronts:- Reduce geographical differences in the services provided (otherwise some human settlements are less likely to enjoy access )- Prevent discrimination or exclusion in access to services by vulnerable and marginalized groups (otherwise some social groups are less likely to enjoy access)- Ensure financial affordability by users (otherwise some economic groups are less likely to effectively enjoy access)Applying the Equitable Access Score-card in ArmeniaFollowing the adoption by the Third Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol (25-27 November 2013, Geneva) of the Equitable Access Score-card, Armenia announced its intention to apply the tool at the national level. Several public authorities were involved in the self-assessment, including the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Territorial Administration and Development, the Public Services Regulatory Commission of Armenia, the Ministry of Nature Protection, the Ministry of Education of Science and the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs. The Office of Human Rights Defender of Armenia was a partner in the exercise.  As part of the self-assessment exercise two workshops were organized, one in December 2015 and one in July 2016.National situation assessed against the four dimensions of the Score-card :(a) steering governance frameworks to deliver equitable access to safe drinking water and sanitation(b) reducing geographical disparities(c) ensuring access for vulnerable and marginalized groups(d) keeping water and sanitation affordable for allSelf-assessment led to important findings on equitable access to water and sanitation in Armenia. A particularly relevant dimension was found to be that of geographical disparities, where the country identified the challenge of guaranteeing water supply to 579 rural communities which are not connected to the centralized water supply system and are not serviced by water companies. Furthermore, water supply was found to be an issue in rural educational institutions, as these have to rely on limited State funds for the operation and maintenance of water and sanitation-related infrastructure.The findings of the self-assessment were instrumental to develop the Action Plan on Equitable Access to Water and Sanitation (2018-2020).  This was devised by a group of national experts, operating under the guidance of the State Committee of Water Economy (Ministry of Energy, Infrastructures and Natural Resources) and of the NGO “Armenian Women for Health and Healthy Environment”. The Equitable Access Action Plan has a national and regional scale. It is structured around three priority areas of action, namely efficient management to ensure equitable access to water supply and sanitation (including legal and policy frameworks), the reduction of geographical disparities and the provision of equitable access to water and sanitation for vulnerable and marginalized groups. In each of these areas the following is identified: a set of measures and/or activities to be carried out and expected outcomesevaluation criteriaresponsible authorities and relevant partners sources of fundingbudgetary implications.At the current moment, the Plan is being implemented. Relevant authorities in Armenia are looking at the legislative framework in order to identify regulatory obstacles to the provision of equitable access to water and sanitation and devise proposals for reforms. About 579 rural settlements that are serviced by water supply company are divided into clusters according to their priorities in order to include the service area of ‘’Veolia Djur’’ CJSC the new Armenian service provider.



Further steps

• The Protocol will further support the implementation of the 2030 Agenda capitalizing on 
the achievements made to date (concrete tools such as equity score-card, WSPs)

• Fifth session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol will be hosted by Serbia 
(Belgrade, 19-21 November 2019)

• Programme of work of the Protocol for 2020-2022 to be adopted at MOP5 in Belgrade 
reflects core priorities in the water, sanitation and health domain in the pan-European 
region:

 Improving governance for water and health (including alignment with 2030 
Agenda)

 Strengthening surveillance to combat water-related disease
 Promoting equitable access to safe water and sanitation for all 
 Ensuring safely managed sanitation
 Fostering climate resilient water and sanitation services

• Increased mandate and expansion of activities foreseen due to Protocol
alignment with the 2030 Agenda           need for increased resources
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This year we will have the fifth session of the Meeting of the Parties, which will be held in Belgrade in November 2019. At this session, Parties to the Protocol will adopt the Programme of Work for 2020-2022. The Protocol and the 2030 Agenda are mutually reinforcing. Countries have benefited from their joint implementation since the adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals, which has led to the expanded scope of activities under the Protocol to fully align with the needs of the region. The momentum of the 2030 Agenda has furthered implementation of the Protocol, which in turn clearly supports the achievement of the objectives of the 2030 Agenda. The programme of work for 2020–2022 advances the work carried out under previous programmes of work and capitalizes on the achievements made to date. In general, activities under the different programme areas will assist Parties, other States and other actors in their efforts to achieve step-by-step progress in water, sanitation and health, from creating awareness, building evidence and increasing institutional and technical capacities through to policy uptake and the implementation of policy goals.The areas of work and activities under the Protocol reflect core priorities in the water, sanitation and health domain in the pan-European region, as expressed by Parties and other States, and support the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. They include improving governance for water and health through setting targets and implementing measures, strengthening of surveillance to combat water-related disease, promoting universal and equitable access to safe water for all, including in rural areas, schools, hospitals and workplaces, ensuring safely managed sanitation that protects health and the environment, fostering climate resilient water and sanitation services and promoting sustainable management and the conservation of water resources.



Thank you for your attention!
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