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- On the Albanian part of the Cijevna River small hydropower plants are being constructed, and the 
Government of Montenegro hasn’t been informed thereof, which is contrary to the international 
conventions signed by these two countries. 

The beginning of the construction of the sHPP made a stream out of the Cijena on the Albanian territory, 
which can be seen on the photographs that "Vijesti" obtained, and it can affect the watercourse of that 
river in Montenegro too. 

“The Ministry of Sustainable Development hasn’t received any official notification on the construction of 
the sHPP on the mentioned locations, said the competent team of Pavle Radulović responding to the 
question from “Vijesti” if they have received any information from Albania about the plan for the 
construction of sHPP on the Cijevna, in the places of Vukelj and Selce, or the plan to build a total of 14 
sHPPs.  

The Cijevna in part runs through Albania, and in part - even longer one, through Montenegro and the 
governments of these states, under the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a 
Transboundary Context (ESPOO) are obliged to include each other in the process of obtaining permits. 

MSDT did not inform "Vijesti" if they would do anything about non-observance of international acts that 
directly threatens the protected Cijevna Canyon in Montenegro, which was last year proclaimed a 
monument of nature.  

“Vijesti” was delivered photographs taken by the Center for Protection and Research of Birds (CZIP) on 
Wednesday showing empty  riverbed or with very little water,  construction machines, pipes in the river 
bed ... 

On that river, according to the data published by that NGO seven years ago in the Study on the protection 
of that river, three hydropower plants - HPP Selca with 5OKW / h, HPP Tamara with 150 KW/h and HPP 
Vukli with 80KW / h were built. The same document states that five more HPP that would generate 
50.000KW/h of electricity have been designed, but not approved. What was not approved at that time, 
the Albanian government approved a few years later, and it approved several projects, so now, according 
to the information from "Vijesti", the construction of 14 sHPP has been planned on the Cijevna in that 
country.  

"It's terrible what's going on," along with an open call for help for salvation of that river, said Martin Wolf 
to “Vijesti”, an anthropologist and humanitarian worker from Strasbourg, who  has been living and 
working in Albania for a decade.  

Wolf has been advocating for the development of the northern region, the part of Albania where the 
Kelmendi area is located and where the construction of a number of mHPPs on the Cijevna is planned. 



On several occasions, Albanian media reported briefly on hydropower projects on the Cijevna. Last year 
it was announced that the Prime Minister Edi Rama signed a construction permit for a sHPP for the 
company "Mateo & Co". They state that a sHPP in the Vrmoš area is in question, and the company "Mateo 
& CO" whose capital at that moment amounted to 100,000 euros was founded just one year before 
seeking the permit. 

In February, the head of the Administration for Protected Areas in the Shkodra Region, Agim Dardha, 
confirmed to the Albanian media that there were requests for the construction of sHPP in the Kelmendi 
region. However, they did not respond to the questions of “Vijesti” regarding the plans for the 
construction of sHPP on the Cijevna.  

In CZIP, the construction of HPP on the Cijevna is considered an ecological crime.  

"Putting the Cijevna River into a pipe, seen from any side of the border, is an ecological crime. This 
treatment of the HPP does not only affect the newly formed protected area in Montenegro, but the 
ecosystem of the entire river, which is of exceptional biodiversity and landscape value," the NGO said to 
“Vijesti”. 

They also add that it is devastating that the Cijevna and other rivers of the Balkans and Europe are 
sacrificed, and in the end HPPs do not contribute to the total electricity production or creating of new 
jobs. 

 "However, it contributes to the wealth of individuals at expense of citizens and ultimately destroys the 
most important ecosystems," CZIP said.  

The construction of about 3,000 sHPP is planned on the Balkans. The Balkan River Defense activists have 
repeatedly stated that money laundering and corruption play a major role in these projects.  

The dam and sHPP construction projects are mainly funded by large development banks such as the 
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EVRD) and the International Finance Corporation 
(IFC), which is an integrated part of the World Bank Group. 

Activists state that loans are often granted despite adverse environmental impact assessment. In some 
cases where private investments are in question, concessions were granted at the time of elections. The 
British "Time" published two years ago that it was just in Albania that by simple viewing of dates it was 
clearly visible that hydropower plant projects were approved in exchange for votes. 

 

Rich in endemic plant and animal species   

The Cijevna is a part of the “green belt system of Europe” due to virgin habitats, especially in the upper 
course of the river, and the canyon is identified as the Bern Convention Emerald habitat, it is reported in 
the Study on the Protection of the Cijevna by CZIP. This NGO also reports that a quarter of the flora of the 



valley of that river is made of honey, aromatic, medicinal, and also endemic, protected and potentially 
protected species. 

The Cijevna Canyon is a representative center of endemic fauna. This region is also classified as the center 
of endemic biodiversity and, as regards significance the insect fauna with a large number of endemic and 
relict species is in the first place. The Cijevna Canyon has a great ornithological significance and represents 
a potentially important habitat for birds (IВA). 

It is one of the most important habitats for predators and an important nesting ground for several species 
of swallows and protected species of birds. The presence of 22 species of fish has been identified in the 
river … 

 

Janjušević: The river is lost  

“The Cijevna got and only a second later lost the protected area. The CIjevna is lost”, Jovana Janjušević, 
the executive director of the CZIP told to “Vijesti”. Last year, the Assembly of the Capital declared the 
Cijevna Canyon a protected natural resource of local significance. Thus the monument of nature “Cijevna 
Canyon" has been classified in category II of protected natural resources. 

 

The total length of the Cijevna is 58.8 kilometers. It runs through Montenegro in the length of З2.Зkm. 


