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Gravel is being exploited from the Cijevna, waste thrown to the river – Photo: CZIP /Green Home 

Asking Europe to help with the Cijevna  

Environmental NGOs addressed the Secretariat of the Bern Convention for assistance 

Centre for Protection and Research of Birds (CZIP) and Green Home have sent a letter to the 
Secretariat of the Bern Convention, expressing concern because of the construction of small 
hydro power plants on Cijevna, in Albania, and of the poor general status of the environment of 
the river canyon, which became protected in Montenegro last year. 

At the international level, as reminded by the environmental NGOs, the Cijevna canyon is 
recognized also as an Emerald area, i.e. an area of outstanding natural values.  

They add that two months after the publishing of the information about the construction of 
SHPPs on the Albanian part of the river, the citizens in Montenegro still do not know what the 
potential impact of these projects is on the Cijevna watercourse on the Montenegrin territory.  

No reply to the letters of the Ministry of Sustainable Development and Tourism and Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs has arrived from Albania yet. 

*** 

[Inserted in the center of the article, between two columns] 

Waste is still being disposed in the Cijevna river bed, the river is being polluted because there is 
no utility infrastructure, and another problem is gravel exploitation, informal construction… 

*** 

“While the states are sending diplomatic notes, the only thing in progress is the devastation of 
the river ecosystem”, say representatives of NGOs CZIP and Green Home.  

They remind that, since last year, when the Cijevna canyon was declared a natural monument, 
no managing structure has been appointed in the company that will govern the property, and 
they assess it is not even certain when that would happen.  

As for the Resolution on the Cijevna Protection that has been passed recently by the Local 
Parliament of Tuzi, they say that it indicates interest of the local government, but that field 
images still show it is not enough.  

“In the recently adopted Resolution of the European Parliament, the Government was extended 
another call for a better protection of the most valuable areas. Despite frequent warnings by the 
international community and civic sector, the use of natural resources remains uncontrolled and 
unsustainable”, say the representatives of the civic sector, adding that the Cijevna is only one of 
such examples.                                                                                                                                                   D.K. 


