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Vijesti TV – 8 October 2018 

Power plants being built by Albania on the Cijevna River could be the subject of arbitration 
 
According to the information given to Vijesti TV from the non-governmental organization 
Centre for Protection and Research of Birds of Montenegro (CZIP). The Cijevna River could be 
left without the living world while the area around that river will be permanently devastated if 
the planned construction of 14 small hydropower plants within its Albanian section is 
implemented. It was from non-governmental organizations that the Montenegrin public, as 
well as the Government of Montenegro learned that the construction of the first of 14 mini 
power plants began on this river. 
Since Albania has already violated the Espoo Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment 
in a Transboundary Context due to its omission to inform the neighbouring countries, in the 
forthcoming period the Ministry of Sustainable Development and Tourism expects cooperation 
of the official Tirana and development of an environmental impact assessment study. They 
believe that there will be no arbitrage and that the problem will be overcome by establishment 
of a joint committee. 
MATIJA OTAŠEVIĆ 
The Centre for Protection and Research of Birds of Montenegro (CZIP), an organization which 
sent photographs of construction works on the Cijevna River to the Ministry expressed its 
concerns that the construction of 14 small hydropower plants in the Albanian section of the 
Cijevna Rijeka could seriously endanger the Montenegrin river ecosystem and leave this river 
without the living world.  
KSENIJA MEDENICA, CZIP: "There is an impact on migration, both daily and seasonal when it 
comes to fish populations. The loss of vertebrates from one watercourse causes the loss of 
concentration of inorganic and organic matter, specifically meaning that we do not have 
enough food and oxygen for other organisms." 
The consequences, as said by this non-governmental organization, are suffered not only by the 
river watercourse, but also its surroundings. 
KSENIJA MEDENICA, CZIP: “The large area of forest must be cut down so that the produced 
electricity could be carried through transmission lines, which results  in increased noise, 
radiation, erosion, the possibility of erosion and the migratory paths of the species that inhabit 
this forest ecosystem are blocked. " 
It is the non-governmental organizations that have informed the Montenegrin public about the 
construction of small hydropower plants in Albania, as the Government has not been informed 
about it, although according to the Espoo Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a 
Transboundary Context, Albania needs Montenegro's approval for this project. The Ministry of 
Sustainable Development and Tourism will therefore ask for all required documentation 
through diplomatic channels. 
MARINA MIKETIĆ, Ministry of Sustainable Development and Tourism: "Upon receipt of our 
official letter, Albania should send an official letter about which Montenegro, its public, and 



experts should give opinions and comments, and afterwards, we would send back that 
document to the Republic of Albania and wait for their statement on the extent to which our 
opinion was taken into account." 
The Ministry also believes that the solution lies in the establishment of a cross-border 
committee which will analyse the situation. 
MARINA MIKETIĆ, Ministry of Sustainable Development and Tourism: "When Buk Bijela and 
Brodarevo power plants were being constructed, a multidisciplinary committee was also 
formed, and we believe that it a good example to act in the same way again." 
When the Ministry of Foreign Affairs receives documentation on the basis of which the Ministry 
of Sustainable Development and Tourism will form an opinion, it remains to be hoped that the 
official Tirana will consider the requirements of Montenegro and take them into account so 
that this natural monument could remain a protected natural asset and part of the so-called 
Green Belt of Europe. 
In the event of absence of cooperation from the Albanian side, the Ministry of Sustainable 
Development and Tourism says that the final step, in accordance with the Espoo Convention, is 
international arbitration. Varvari also raised their voice against destruction of the Cijevna River 
at the basketball match Budućnost - Crvena Zvezda in Morača Sports Centre by holding the 
placard “Let’s save the Cijevna River”. 
 

 

Radio Free Europe – 9 October 2019 

Link: https://www.slobodnaevropa.org/a/predstoji-li-uni%C5%A1tenje-ekosistema-kanjona-
cijevne/29534228.html  

Are we faced with the destruction of the Cijevna canyon ecosystem? 
 
The Government of Montenegro is awaiting an answer from Albania on whether the 
construction of 14 small hydropower plants is planned in the watercourse of the Cijevna River, 
which for much of its course runs through Montenegro. NGOs in Montenegro warn that the 
construction of energy facilities will be devastating to the plant and animal world in the canyon 
proclaimed as a Natural Monument in Montenegro. Will the Cijevna River be the subject of the 
interstate dispute between Montenegro and Albania? 
 
After a non-governmental environmental organization, Centre for Protection and Research of 
Birds of Montenegro (CZIP) has informed the public that preparations are being carried out in 
the Cijevna River canyon in Albania for the construction of small hydropower plants, it is an 
open question how the Government of Montenegro will react against the potential danger of 
devastation of the part of the Cijevna River canyon which runs through Montenegro. The 
Montenegrin Ministry of Sustainable Development and Tourism sent an inquiry to colleagues in 
Albania, said Marina Miketić, spokeswoman for Radio Free Europe.  
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"The Ministry has not been informed of the intention to construct the mentioned small 
hydropower plants on the Cijevna River from the competent authorities of the Republic of 
Albania. The Ministry has requested all relevant information and available documentation on 
environmental impact assessment and the possibility of participation of the Montenegrin public 
in the consideration of the received documents. We have submitted such request through the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which, then, via our Embassy in Albania, informs the Ministry there, 
"said Marina Miketić.              
 
The Cijevna River represents the complete ecosystem which is linked to Skadar Lake as the 
National Park. The Cijevna River springs in Albania and flows through Montenegro. Of the total 
length of 58 kilometres, 32 kilometres run through Montenegro, and 26 kilometres through 
Albania. Last year, the Municipal Assembly of Podgorica proclaimed the part of the Cijevna 
River canyon as the protected natural asset called Monument of nature " Cijevna Canyon", 
which implies sustainable use of biological resources, preservation and improvement of the 
biological, genetic and ecosystem diversity of specially recognized endemic and relict species 
and their habitats, as well as prevention of harmful activities that may endanger specific or 
significant biodiversity components. 
 
Jovana Janjušević from CZIP believes that the state has ignored this problem so far until the 
reaction of the media and the public. "It is a disturbing fact that someone from the civil sector 
must inform about cross-border events. I note that before we informed the media, we 
informed the Ministry of Sustainable Development and Tourism about developments in the 
Cijevna canyon on the other side of the border. We have never received any feedback. And 
then we approached the media and submitted the photographs from the field because we were 
unpleasantly surprised by the complete lack of communication or dialogue regarding this 
problem, according to the principle "we are not interested in anything that happens outside the 
territory of Montenegro, no matter what impact it has on Montenegro", says Jovana Janjušević. 
 
According to Nataša Kovačević, CEO of NGO Green Home, the consequences of potential 
construction of small hydropower plants in the Cijevna canyon in the territory of Albania, the 
number of which could even be as high as 14, would be as follows: "Since we are talking about 
absurd 14 small hydropower plants on 26 kilometres of watercourse in Albania, this will affect 
both plant and animal species in the river itself and in the coastal area. We must not forget that 
there are some of the most important, rare, endangered, relict species under international and 
domestic protection in the Cijevna canyon." 
 
Both Montenegro and Albania are signatories to the Convention on 
Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context, which means that no country 
can make interventions on a particular natural asset before informing the neighbouring 
countries which may be affected by these activities. Nataša Kovačević says that in this case 
there is obvious violation of the international Convention, and that the non-governmental 
sector from Albania and Montenegro will make efforts to stop the activities on the Cijevna 
River. 
 



"In this situation, it is obvious that there has been a violation of Convention on 
Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context, that is, the ESPOO Convention, 
where Albania has not informed about the kind of interventions it is going to carry out in that 
area, or the negative impacts they will produce." They did not develop an environmental 
impact assessment study, nor did they have the time period for public debate. In that period, in 
fact, cross-border consultations in Montenegro should also have been organized," Kovačević 
said.  
 
She points out that the NGO will not give up saving the Cijevna River and will try to file an 
appeal before the relevant international bodies. "In Albania, a group from the affected territory 
of the Municipality of Kelmend is also being formed, which will, in the coming period, together 
with non-governmental organizations from Montenegro, deal with the issues of cross-border 
impacts of small hydropower plants from different aspects." We are planning to stop any 
further works," Kovačević announced. 
 
The Ministry of Sustainable Development and Tourism clarifies the procedure whose aim is that 
Montenegro becomes a member of the international working group which would consider the 
impact of the works in the Cijevna canyon in Albania on Montenegro. 
 
"As was the case in the previous practice, when the works were carried out on Brodarevo and 
Buk Bijela hydropower plants, a cross-border multidisciplinary committee should be formed 
with experts from Montenegro, who would give an opinion on the received documentation 
from Albania. Within the given deadline, the Ministry would, on the basis of all opinions, draw 
up an official opinion on behalf of Montenegro, which would then be submitted to Albania with 
the request to take this opinion into account. After this deadline, Albania should inform 
Montenegro of the extent to which it has incorporated our opinions in the mentioned case," 
said Marina Miketić, spokeswoman of the Ministry.              
 
The problem of small hydropower plants has been present for a long time in Montenegro and 
the region. Ecologists believe that the nature is being destroyed by their construction, and that 
only privileged individuals benefit from it. Therefore, Jovana Janjušević from CZIP is pointing to 
the existing phenomenon: "Today we are faced with the problem of dams that will be located 
outside the territory of Montenegro, and a voice against the dams that are located on the 
territory of Montenegro has never been raised, as is the case in the north Montenegro. I would 
add that small hydropower plants are small, but they are a great trouble for both the local 
population and the economy. They are absolutely economically unjustified, they exceed the 
biodiversity problem and have a lot of elements of socioeconomic problems. I also hope that 
Cijevna will serve as an example, that it is necessary to stop the "madness" of small hydro 
power plants, not only in Montenegro, but also in the Balkans."  
 
 
 
 
 



Vijesti Portal – 11 October 2018 
 
Link: https://www.vijesti.me/kolumne/zbogom-cijevno  

Goodbye, Cijevna!!! 
 

Many of us have swum on its rapids for the first time and learnt to keep balance on the water 

surface. One of the personal victories and lessons you remember all your life. Even those who 

got the sciatica in the Cijevna River, cannot accept the idea that that only a creek remains from 

the river. Especially in the summer, when it dries up. 

Are we saying goodbye to the Cijevna River or we can defend it? The river, which is like the sea 

to a third of citizens of Podgorica, may disappear because it is planned to build 14 hydropower 

plants on it in Albania. "Let's save the Cijevna River" said Varvari at the ABA league basketball 

match against Crvena Zvezda. Has the roar from the supporter’s stand come late, has the 

judgment against Cijevna already been passed, is this what the public warns about the 

possibility of disappearance of one exceptional river only our swan’s song? 

When the July and August broiling days begin, a clear and cold river saves life and mind, clears 

the mind. Many of us have swum on its rapids for the first time and learnt to keep balance on 

the water surface. One of the personal victories and lessons you remember all your life. Even 

those who got the sciatica in the Cijevna River, cannot accept the idea that that only a creek 

remains from the river. Especially in the summer, when it dries up. 

During many hot afternoons in Podgorica in July and August, I myself sought a retreat in the 

rocky canyon of the clear river. Or when the swarming streets and problems darken your 

eyesight and obscure your mind, you run to the Cijevna River, and slowly, with the sound of the 

clear water, you realize that you can resolve and overcome any problem. Even in winter, when 

it is capricious, Cijevna is an exceptional river. 
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There is a kind of bitter understanding that we can lose such a jewel, so this kills any sparks of 

wit or irony, dries up the sentences. 

As Vijesti has written, several hydropower projects are planned on the territory of Albania, a 

country where the Cijevna River springs and through which a bit less than a half of its course 

flows. It is planned to build small hydropower plants in Albania on the Cijevna watercourse, 

whose Montenegrin part of the canyon was proclaimed a Nature Park last year. 

A friend whose ancestors moved to Podgorica from a place near Tamara in Albania, took me to 

see the canyon this summer. Everything looked idyllic until we came across excavators 

upstream from Tamara. The inhabitants of villages upstream from Tamara were also not happy 

about what was happening. Some of them who run fish-farms and restaurants said that the 

works would drive away tourists who had started coming to the Cijevna canyon. They say they 

will not enjoy the benefits from power plants, this will line the pockets of someone living far 

away from their region. “When the river is packed into pipes, it will not be the river any longer”, 

said, on that day, the owner of a fish-farm near Tamara. Somehow we watched the same story 

in the features of Sead Sadiković from Šekular, and from several other places in the north of 

Montenegro. We told him that the neighbours who live downstream in Montenegro think the 

same. He shrugged his shoulders and replied resignedly: "Nobody asks us." 

The words of the representative of the World Wildlife Fund are not comforting either, implying 

that in such projects no one in the Balkans asks either citizens, or their own countries, so the 

neighbouring countries do not warn each other either, as in the Cijevna case. The warnings that 

such projects are not "green" are futile... 

The planned construction of 14 power plants on the  

River was a surprise for both our government and its ministries. 



Although signatories of international conventions are obliged to involve each other in the 

process, Montenegro has not been informed of the plan for the construction of mini 

hydropower plants on the Albanian part of the Cijevna 

River, which was previously confirmed to " 

" From the Ministry of Sustainable Development and Tourism (MSDT). 

The Ministry of Sustainable Development and Tourism requested the information on 

construction of small hydropower plants on the Cijevna River, on the territory of that country, 

from its counterparts in Albania, as well as the complete documentation on the environmental 

impact. 

The request to Albania was submitted through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. “MSDT requested 

the complete documentation on environmental impact assessment, so that the Montenegrin 

public and experts could give an assessment of the possible impact on the ecosystem, or 

biodiversity on the river," the Ministry said. 

The citizens of Podgorica love Cijevna, it means life for a large number of them, especially for 

people living in its vicinity, who irrigate their farms from the river. But even before this 

intention to pack the river into pipes, the sand was mercilessly excavated from its canyon, the 

course of the river changed, the river bank covered with concrete, and the fishing stock 

destroyed. What excavators fail to dig up, poachers catch with electricity. On the banks of the 

river, dozens of restaurants were opened, from which the wastewater flows into the River. 

Thus, we have not been kind to the river that brought life before. But the threat that it may 

disappear is unacceptable even in our thoughts. 



The Romans also brought drinking water from the Cijevna River to Duklja through a 15-

kilometer-long water supply pipeline. The water supply system had two aqueducts, over the 

Ribnica and Morača Rivers. 

On the territory of the Balkans, it is planned to build about 3,000 small hydropower plants. 

These projects are associated with the interests of individuals and people who are close to the 

authorities, not only in Montenegro, but in the region in general. 

According to the satirical web portal Woken News Network, the Greek government has made a 

decision according to which the mythological River Styx will be put into pipes and a derivative 

mini hydroelectric power plant will be constructed from it. The Styx River, according to Greek 

mythology, divides the living world from the underworld, and now the Greeks speculate which 

profession the boatman Charon, who transported souls of the deceased to Hades, will retrain 

for. Removing differences between the living world and the underworld, in this fake news of 

the Woken News Network, is commented on by the Greeks, as a new opportunity for tourism 

development. 

The title of this column is rather a cry of warning for all of us to do what we can in order not to 

say goodbye to the Cijevna River. So, it's not the surrender! 

We can repeat the slogan "Let's save the Cijevna River" as a mantra to our heart’s content, but 

the pipes have already been brought to swallow the river ... 

 
 
TV Vijesti – 11 October 2018 
 
The Ministry of Agriculture familiarized the Government with the Information on construction 
of a hydropower plant on the Cijevna River 
The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development has familiarized the Government with the 
information on the possible impact of construction of a mini hydropower plant and other 
planned hydropower plants on the cross-border watercourse Montenegro- Albania-the Cijevna 



Rijeka. “The Government has been informed that the line ministries have already initiated the 
procedures towards the competent Albanian authorities in order to be provided with the 
complete information, on the basis of which the potential impact of planned structures on the 
watercourse and the water potential of the Cijevna River on the Montenegrin side should be 
assessed”, it has been announced from the Government after the today's session.  Earlier today 
it was posted on the Vijesti web portal that the Ministry of Infrastructure and Energy of Albania 
announced that the construction of small hydropower plants on the Albanian side did not affect 
the watercourse of the river in Montenegro and the Ministry did not believe that it was 
necessary to inform the competent Montenegrin authorities about the works. The Albanians 
say that the requests for construction of small power plants on the Cijevna River have been 
submitted by 4 companies, but that none of them has yet obtained the building permit and that 
the Albanian Government is still considering their requests. 
 
 
 
FOS Media – 15 October 2018 
 
Link: https://fosmedia.me/infos/drustvo/u-subotu-biciklisticka-voznju-pod-motom-ne-
cijevnu-u-cijev  
 
On Saturday, a bicycle ride, under the motto "Don’t put the Cijevna River in pipes" 

On the occasion of the announced construction of mini hydropower plants in the Cijevna River 
canyon, the NGO "Centre for Protection and Research of Birds of Montenegro" in cooperation 
with the association "Biciklo.me" will organize a bicycle ride, under the motto "Don’t put the 
Cijevna River in pipes". 
 
The ride is planned on Saturday, 20 October, and the participants will start at 11 a.m. from the 
Independence Square in Podgorica. 
"The nature knows no boundaries and it is clear that such an important ecosystem cannot be 
shared and viewed as separate entities. Every activity in the upper watercourse of the River which 
flows through Albania leaves the consequences on the lower watercourse which is considered a 
protected area in our country. Consequently, construction of the planned 14 mini hydropower 
plants on the Cijevna River, render senseless all efforts made to preserve and protect its natural 
values," it was said from CZIP. 
Mini hydropower plants, as stated by CZIP, have long ceased to be a problem of biodiversity 
disruption only, but have become a socio-economic problem. 
"The northern part of Montenegro is an example of unscrupulous destruction of nature to the 
detriment of the local community, for the benefit of privileged investors, and now we are 
witnessing that the central region of the country is beginning to feel the consequences of 
insatiable appetites of investors," the civil sector says. 
The interested participants will gather in the Independence Square from where they will start a 
bicycle tour to the Cijevna Bridge at the turning for the village of Dinoši, where we will stop and 
listen to short lectures on harmful consequences of construction of mini hydropower plants. 
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The kayakers from Podgorica will join the event and draw attention, through a short 
performance, to the extent to which the planned projects in Albania can affect the natural and 
ambient values of our natural monument - the Cijevna canyon. 

"We would hereby like to invite you to join us and give your contribution for the prevention of 
further devastation of the valuable area of the Cijevna River," it was said from CZIP. 

Read more: 
  
 
 
TV Nova M – 18 October 2018 
 
Protest note to Albania because of Construction of Hydropower plants 
 
Montenegro has submitted a protest note to Albania on the occasion of announcement that 
the country plans to build 14 small hydropower plants in the Cijevna River canyon. On this 
occasion, the Ministry of Sustainable Development and Tourism has sent a request to its 
counterparts in Albania to provide them with relevant information and documents related to 
this topic, said Vanja Vojinović, Director General of the Directorate for Environment. The NGO 
sector believes that the consequences of potential construction of small hydropower plants in 
the Cijevna canyon on the territory of Albania could be catastrophic, and we also asked our 
fellow citizens what they think about it. 
IVANA POPOVIĆ 
The Montenegrin public has become upset by the information about the announced 
construction of 14 small hydropower plants in the Cijevna River canyon in Albania because, 
according to experts, the construction of energy facilities would lead to the devastation of part 
of the Cijevna canyon that runs through Montenegro. 
The Ministry of Sustainable Development and Tourism, as they said for our television, 
submitted a request to the Albanian line ministry, on the basis of knowledge that the works on 
the Cijevna River on the Albanian side were being carried out, to provide Montenegro with all 
relevant information and documentation related to the mentioned project. 
IVANA VOJINOVIC, Ministry of Sustainable Development and Tourism: "The request from our 
side submitted, as I already said, through our national focal point was received by the line 
ministry of Albania on 8 October. The protest note was also submitted through the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs." 
The Green Home says that there is a clear violation of the international convention on 
transboundary impacts in this case and that the non-governmental sector from Albania and 
Montenegro will make efforts to stop the activities on the Cijevna River. 
NATAŠA KOVAČEVIĆ, NGO Green Home: "We believe that this is a catastrophic situation in 
which one country did not inform the other in the first place that fourteen small hydropower 
plants will be built upstream on the watercourse, which will have harmful consequences for the 
communities in Montenegro located in the vicinity of the Cijevna River. Therefore, we act in 
terms of good relations, and even those obligations which we have and which we have already 



signed as governments between Montenegro and Albania, and it is an agreement signed in July 
on transboundary rivers and waters management." 
Last year, the Assembly of the Capital City of Podgorica proclaimed a part of the Cijevna canyon 
a protected area, which implies sustainable use of biological resources, preservation and 
improvement of biological, genetic and ecosystem diversity of specially recognized endemic 
and rare species and their habitats, as well as prevention of activities that could endanger 
biodiversity. The Cijevna River, says Kovačević, is an integral water body and no changes must 
be caused therein when it already has a good ecological status. 
NATAŠA KOVAČEVIĆ, NGO Green Home: "As regards the Convention on the Conservation of 
Migratory Species and Wild Animals, the emphasis here is on migratory species, we must 
ensure that migratory species migrating along the riverbed have a secured passage. This will 
entail a high risk in this case. There are numerous migrating species in this area, only some of 
them being of utmost importance, and they are endangered and rare, not only at the European 
level, but they are also under the protection in our country." 
They say from the line ministry that it is still early for such assessments. 
IVANA VOJINOVIĆ, Ministry of Sustainable Development and Tourism: "This type of assessment 
by anyone can be given only when we look at the documentation in detail, that is, when the 
experts from different professions examine the documentation which we expect to be sent to 
us very soon by the Albanian government." 
The citizens were not willing to comment on this topic. Those who wanted to stand in front of 
our cameras were against the construction of hydropower plants. 
What do you think about the construction of small hydropower plants on the Cijevna River? 
"I recommend that they are not built. They have dammed all rivers, everything possible, I don’t 
know." 
“I’m certainly against it." 
The line ministry in Albania is not limited by deadlines to respond to the request of our 
Ministry, but Vojinović says that they hope the answers will be sent very soon. 
 
 
 
TV Vijesti – 20 October 2018 
 
Protest messages say: Stop the construction of mini hydropower plants on the Cijevna River 
 
At the protest organized in the dried riverbed of the Cijevna River, nearly two hundred citizens 
and civil sector activists called for the prohibition of construction of small hydroelectric power 
plants in the upper course of the river in Albania. 
"Don’t put the Cijevna River in pipes”, was a clear message of those gathered at a rally which 
was neither attended by the government representatives nor the Albanian politicians from Tuzi. 
LJUBICA MILIĆEVIĆ 
Citizens and civil sector activists have gathered in the central Podgorica square in order to 
defend the Cijevna River. 
VELJKO: "We have set out for the Cijevna River to prevent the devastation of our river." 



MARIJA, Nikšić: "We sincerely hope that we will give our contribution and that the things will be 
different from what they have announced." 
The protest against the announced construction of 14 small hydropower plants on the Albanian 
section of the Cijevna River has been called by NGOs Centre for Protection and Research of 
Birds and Biciklo.me. Under the slogan "Don’t put the Cijevna River in pipes", most people have 
set out on a bicycle ride towards the canyon of the river in the village of Dinoši. They have not 
come to be supported by Albanian politicians from Tuzi or government representatives, but the 
locals believe that everyone who makes decisions will hear them. 
NIKOLA BARIŠAJ, a local resident of Tuzi: "We say no to hydropower plants, small or large, and 
to those on the Cijevna River. It is well known that this water flowing once through these metal 
pipes is no longer the water of the Cijevna River." 
ISMETA ĐOKA, a local resident of Dinoši: "The Cijevna River is the source of our lives here in 
Dinoši. Most locals in Dinoši are engaged in agriculture, or livestock farming and plant 
production and this is in a way a source of existence. 
An NGO activist from Northern Albania has also come to protect the Cijevna River.  
PETRIT IMERAJ, NGO activist from Albania: "It is absolutely true that the local population there 
in Albania is against hydropower plants and in general against the disturbance of the 
ecosystem. They are convinced that tourism is their future and that the river should not be 
touched in this way. 
That is what the organizers of today's meeting want. 
JOVANA JANJUŠEVIĆ, CZIP:" If the Government of Albania has said in this specific case of the 
Cijevna River that it is not aware of the fact that there is a permit to build 14 small hydropower 
plants, out of which one has already been built and two are currently being built, then such 
works should be simply suspended." 
VUK IKOVIĆ, biologist: "The key thing taking place in the watercourses of our rivers due to the 
construction of small hydroelectric power plants is the lack or prevention of erosion, which 
results in less sand on our beaches and less space where the animal species perform their key 
biological functions. Less fish means that our biological existence is limited." 
STEFAN BULATOVIĆ, Biciklo.me: "We wish to tell the authorities to use the instruments of 
international law and make the state of Albania stop the construction of hydropower plants on 
the Cijevna River." 
They repeat in MANS that citizens have no benefits from hydropower plants, but only the 
privileged individuals close to the authorities, and that the biggest Montenegrin rivers are also 
endangered. 
INES MRDOVIĆ, MANS: "I primarily think of the Tara River and the fact that certain works 
related to the highway project are currently being carried out on a part of the River, and the 
entire Montenegrin public actually does not have enough information about what is happening 
there and about the extent of actual devastation of the Tara River at this moment." 
That is why all those who went to the Cijevna River today, besides cleaning the riverbed from 
garbage, made an appeal to the competent authorities. 
DEJAN BEŠOVIĆ: "It would not seem right towards rivers, not just towards Cijevna, but towards 
any other river. 
JELENA: “I sincerely hope that this will change something.” 
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Protest to Save the Cijevna River: Small Hydropower Plants Pose a Real Threat to Watercourses 
 
According to Pobjeda, ecologists and NGO activists have warned that at least two mini 
hydropower plants, out of allegedly 14 planned, are currently being built in the upper Albanian 
watercourse of the Cijevna River, which for much of its course runs through the Montenegrin 
part of Malesia. The protest, under the slogan “Don’t put the Cijevna River in pipes” was 
organized by the Centre for Protection and Research of Birds in cooperation with Biciklo.me.  
The placards saying "The Cijevna River is our treasure - Cemi është pasuria jonë." The protest 
was joined by kayakers, citizens and lovers of the Cijevna River, whose fascinating canyon was 
proclaimed a protected area. The procession set out from the centre of Podgorica, and the 
meeting point was the bridge on the Cijevna River in Dinoši. Biologist Vuk Iković gave a brief 
overview of the key problems and inconceivable consequences of the construction of mini 
hydropower plants, which are reflected far beyond the very area of works. According to him, 
putting rivers into pipes is preceded by extensive preparatory construction works, which result 
in destruction of local roads, as well as the elimination of vegetation in a wider area of 
intervention. "The absence of vegetation leads to enormous torrential waves that will result in 
floods in the lower, flatland part of the river," said Iković, adding that putting water in pipes 
leads to the elimination of the natural erosion process, which will result in reduction of sand 
and gravel deposits, which means that It will affect the condition and appearance of beaches. In 
addition, the water in pipes means stopping the process of water sinking underground, which 
can directly affect the abundance of the source, as well as the wells", said Iković. He adds that 
water will lose the power of self-purification, and the zone necessary for the life and 
reproduction of fish and aquatic organisms is endangered, which in turn affects the population 
along the coasts. All in all, as he points out, the consequences are far-reaching from which only 
investors benefit whose produced electricity is purchased at subsidized prices which are paid by 
citizens according to item 26 on the electricity bill. Ines Mrdović from the non-governmental 
organization MANS said that in Montenegro, 12 mini hydropower plants had been built by the 
mid of this year, and a total of 60 had been planned, mostly on the watercourses in the 
northern part of Montenegro. As she said, the subsidies were guaranteed for 12 years, and the 
purchase of electricity produced was guaranteed, regardless of whether Elektroprivreda has or 
does not have enough electricity. 
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Burić: For careful construction of small hydropower plants, re-examine the subsidized electricity 
prices 
 
 
Investors enjoy the benefits from small hydropower plants owing to profits, as well as the 
government because it gets electricity from its own territory. Efforts are being made to find a 
balance between these two uses, with serious consideration of potential damages, that is, 
negative impacts that may affect biodiversity, but especially people’s lives, judged Prof. Mihailo 
Burić, a graduate engineer of geology, in his interview given to Pobjeda. The interlocutor of this 
paper pointed out that not only the power and quantity of generated electricity should be 
taken into account for the final assessment of sustainability of small hydropower plants. "All 
small power plants are actually dams and reservoirs and pipelines under pressure on small 
watercourses, which have an impact on the environment, but especially and mostly on the 
aquatic living world and the surrounding human communities, which is the most current in our 
country. These impacts can be very large and unacceptable or moderate, limited and 
acceptable. Therefore, the criterion for small hydropower plants compared to the installed 
power is not the main criterion for evaluating the impact," stressed Burić. This criterion, 
according to him, is different in different countries.  It has been adopted in our country that 
small hydropower plants are those with a power of up to 10 MW. This, however, does not 
reflect the essence of the impact on nature and people. Small hydropower plants are 
economically attractive, especially because they have a subsidized price," he said.  
The essence lies, as Prof. Burić said, in the water regime, a technical solution of abstraction, 
eventual accumulation, transport and provision of guaranteed, water management and 
ecological flow rate. The availability of water for all users is the most important issue. Simply 
put, if there is plenty of water for everyone, then the rational use of water can be ensured by 
an appropriate technical solution, as well as the acceptability of small hydropower plants, Burić 
pointed out. There are also, as he added, small run-of-river hydropower plants with small 
reservoirs. Sometimes they can be useful, even for such water regime, if a good technical 
solution is adopted. I take the great struggle against construction of a hydropower plant on the 
Morača River as an illustrative example. I have always asked the question of whether it is better 
to have a reservoir in the dry season or a dry river, said Prof. Burić. The bed of the Morača 
River, as shown by the photo, was dry on 17 October.  I would prefer that the lake is here now 
instead of dry bed of the Morača River, but it is often a matter of understanding and 
experiences that are very different. I would like it if it could be a matter of knowledge, although 
it seems to me that in Montenegro we have serious difficulties regarding the status, 
identification and the method of knowledge application," said Burić. Prof. Burić categorically 
stated that the construction of small hydropower plants was a very complex project. "Although 
the hydropower plants are small, the problems are great. If they endanger the life and activities 
of the population, they should not be built. The time has come to re-examine the subsidized 
prices of electricity from small hydropower plants in the future ", he stressed. Commenting on 
the current construction of small hydropower plants on the Cijevna River in the Albanian 
territory, he said that that was only one of potential projects. This is a special problem of cross-
border impacts and it is governed by international regulations. Albania is obliged to inform 



Montenegro and familiarize it with these projects. It would not be acceptable to give an opinion 
about them before the data and technical solutions are taken into account, said Burić. 
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Protest to Save the Cijevna River: Small Hydropower Plants Pose a Real Threat to Watercourses 
 
The message was sent yesterday from the protest near the Cijevna River in Dinoši that 
subsidized production of electricity through the concept of small hydropower plants was a 
model that had no economic foundation and which directly threatened the environment and 
the existence of the population along the river watercourses marked for putting into pipelines. 
In the upper, Albanian watercourse of the Cijevna River, which for much of its course runs 
through the Montenegrin part of Malesia, at least two mini hydropower plants are currently 
built out of 14 allegedly planned for construction, warned the ecologists and NGO activists. 
The protest, under the slogan "Don’t put the Cijevna River in pipes" was organized by the 
Centre for Protection and Research of Birds in cooperation with Biciklo.me. The placards saying 
"The Cijevna River is our treasure - Cemi është pasuria jonë."  
The protest was joined by kayakers, citizens and lovers of the Cijevna River, whose fascinating 
canyon was proclaimed a protected area. The procession set out from the centre of Podgorica, 
and the meeting point was the bridge on the Cijevna River in Dinoši.  
photo: Biciklo.me (screenshot) 
Biologist Vuk Iković gave a brief overview of the key problems and inconceivable consequences 
of the construction of mini hydropower plants, which are reflected far beyond the very area of 
works. According to him, putting rivers into pipes is preceded by extensive preparatory 
construction works, which result in destruction of local roads, as well as the elimination of 
vegetation in a wider area of intervention.  
"The absence of vegetation leads to enormous torrential waves that will result in floods in the 
lower, flatland part of the river," said Iković, adding that putting water in pipes leads to the 
elimination of the natural erosion process, which will result in reduction of sand and gravel 
deposits, which means that It will affect the condition and appearance of beaches.  
In addition, the water in pipes means stopping the process of water sinking underground, which 
can directly affect the abundance of the source, as well as the wells", said Iković.  
He adds that water will lose the power of self-purification, and the zone necessary for the life 
and reproduction of fish and aquatic organisms is endangered, which in turn affects the 
population along the coasts. All in all, as he points out, the consequences are far-reaching from 
which only investors benefit whose produced electricity is purchased at subsidized prices which 
are paid by citizens according to item 26 on the electricity bill.  
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Ines Mrdović from the non-governmental organization MANS said that in Montenegro, 12 mini 
hydropower plants had been built by the mid of this year, and a total of 60 had been planned, 
mostly on the watercourses in the northern part of Montenegro.  
As she said, the subsidies were guaranteed for 12 years, and the purchase of electricity 
produced was guaranteed, regardless of whether Elektroprivreda has or does not have enough 
electricity. 
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NGOs wrote to Marković: Ask Rama to stop the construction of small hydropower plants, there 
are unknown facts about what they are planning to do on the Cijevna River 
 
We transmit the text of their letter in full: "We are addressing you on behalf of the citizens of 
Montenegro, national and international organizations dealing with nature protection, and on 
the occasion of the construction of small hydropower plants on the upper watercourse of the 
Cijevna River. Namely, as you have been informed, the construction of one hydropower plant is 
currently underway in the territory of Albania, and there are rumours among the local 
population about 14 planned hydropower plants on the river which has been recognized 
recognized as an international and national protected area. The Cijevna canyon is the Emerald 
habitat, in accordance with the criteria of the Council of Europe and the Berne Convention, and 
therefore it is one of the candidates for the future Natura 2000 protected area. In Montenegro, 
the Cijevna River canyon has recently been proclaimed a natural monument (III IUCN category), 
and it is important to note that the Cijevna River represents one of the exceptional natural 
values of the Morača River basin and Skadar Lake that enjoys a special degree of protection 
(National Park and Ramsar wetland of international importance). In the context of cooperation 
between the two countries, we emphasize that in July this year, representatives of the 
Government of Montenegro and Albania signed an agreement regulating the activities for 
preservation of water quality, protection against floods, development and maintenance of 
watercourses, more intensive exchange of information and finding funds for financing these 
activities. The agreement should aim at the joint action of the two countries, joint 
infrastructural works on protection against floods and the smooth flow of transboundary 
watercourses. Only three months after the signing of this important document, we were 
surprised by the terrifying scene of large-scale permanent devastation in the part of the Cijevna 
watercourse that runs through Albania. We are particularly surprised and concerned about the 
fact that the Montenegrin authorities have so far done very little or almost nothing to protect 
this natural monument in an adequate manner. This is especially alarming given the negotiation 
chapter 27, which has already been sufficiently challenged by other, proven cases of careless 
behaviour of state institutions towards the environment. Above all, there are worries over the 
lack of readiness for proper cooperation with the civil sector and the obvious keeping of the 
entire Montenegrin public in ignorance when it comes to the issue of the Cijevna River. We 
note that Article 23, paragraph 2 of the Constitution of Montenegro stipulates that "everyone 
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shall have the right to the timely and complete information on the state of the environment, 
the possibility of influencing the decision-making process regarding the issues of importance for 
environment protection and the legal protection of these rights." We note that, according to 
Articles 7, 8 and 9 of the Law on Nature Protection, the government shall be obliged to 
encourage the participation of citizens and non-governmental organizations in the process of 
adopting and implementing the decisions and measures of importance for nature protection, 
while, according to the ESPOO Convention, the civil sector has been specifically identified as an 
applicable mechanism of public participation. Having in mind that the facts about what Albania 
is planning to do on the Cijevna River are rather obscure, we expect you to initiate the 
suspension of further construction on the Cijevna River in the territory of Albania during an 
official meeting with Mr Rama, the Albanian Prime Minister, until the facts are established and 
the Montenegrin professional and lay public is included. This is especially necessary due to the 
fact that we have obtained contradictory information from the official addresses, ranging from 
the information that the subject mini hydropower plants have not obtained the necessary 
permits to the information that there are no cross-border impacts on Montenegro, so there 
was no need to include our public. We expect you, as the highest instance in the Montenegrin 
executive authority, to recognize the importance and justification of the proposed request, in 
accordance with the responsibilities of the function you perform, and to deal with the interests 
of Montenegro and its citizens in a responsible manner in accordance with the Constitution. 
The devastated Cijevna River is certainly not one of these interests," it was said in the letter 
submitted to the Prime Minister. 
 
 
 
Analitika Portal – 24 October 2018 
 
Link: https://portalanalitika.me/clanak/315885/markovic-od-rame-da-zatrazi-obustavu-
izgradnje-malih-he-na-cijevni  
 
Prime Minister Marković to request the suspension of construction of small hydropower plants 
on the Cijevna River from Prime Minister Rama 
 
Several NGOs sent an open letter to Prime Minister Duško Marković on the occasion of 
Albania's announcement on the construction of small hydropower plants on the Cijevna River. 
They request in the letter that the Prime Minister Marković requests that the Albania’s 
counterpart Edi Rama suspend the construction of small hydropower plants. "We are 
addressing you on behalf of the citizens of Montenegro, national and international 
organizations dealing with nature protection, and on the occasion of the construction of small 
hydropower plants on the upper watercourse of the Cijevna River. Namely, as you have been 
informed, the construction of one hydropower plant is currently underway in the territory of 
Albania, and there are rumours among the local population about 14 planned hydropower 
plants on the river which has been recognized as an international and national protected area. 
The Cijevna canyon is the Emerald habitat, in accordance with the criteria of the Council of 
Europe and the Berne Convention, and therefore it is one of the candidates for the future 
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Natura 2000 protected area. In Montenegro, the Cijevna River canyon has recently been 
proclaimed a natural monument (III IUCN category), and it is important to note that the Cijevna 
River represents one of the exceptional natural values of the Morača River basin and Skadar 
Lake that enjoys a special degree of protection (National Park and Ramsar wetland of 
international importance). In the context of cooperation between the two countries, we 
emphasize that in July this year, representatives of the Government of Montenegro and Albania 
signed an agreement regulating the activities for preservation of water quality, protection 
against floods, development and maintenance of watercourses, more intensive exchange of 
information and finding funds for financing these activities. The agreement should aim at the 
joint action of the two countries, joint infrastructural works on protection against floods and 
the smooth flow of transboundary watercourses. Only three months after the signing of this 
important document, we were surprised by the terrifying scene of large-scale permanent 
devastation in the part of the Cijevna watercourse that runs through Albania. We are 
particularly surprised and concerned about the fact that the Montenegrin authorities have so 
far done very little or almost nothing to protect this natural monument in an adequate manner. 
This is especially alarming given the negotiation chapter 27, which has already been sufficiently 
challenged by other, proven cases of careless behaviour of state institutions towards the 
environment. Above all, there are worries over the lack of readiness for proper cooperation 
with the civil sector and the obvious keeping of the entire Montenegrin public in ignorance 
when it comes to the issue of the Cijevna River. We note that Article 23, paragraph 2 of the 
Constitution of Montenegro stipulates that "everyone shall have the right to the timely and 
complete information on the state of the environment, the possibility of influencing the 
decision-making process regarding the issues of importance for environment protection and 
the legal protection of these rights." We note that, according to Articles 7, 8 and 9 of the Law 
on Nature Protection, the government shall be obliged to encourage the participation of 
citizens and non-governmental organizations in the process of adopting and implementing the 
decisions and measures of importance for nature protection, while, according to the ESPOO 
Convention, the civil sector has been specifically identified as an applicable mechanism of 
public participation. Having in mind that the facts about what Albania is planning to do on the 
Cijevna River are rather obscure, we expect you to initiate the suspension of further 
construction on the Cijevna River in the territory of Albania during an official meeting with Mr 
Rama, the Albanian Prime Minister, until the facts are established and the Montenegrin 
professional and lay public is included. This is especially necessary due to the fact that we have 
obtained contradictory information from the official addresses, ranging from the information 
that the subject mini hydropower plants have not obtained the necessary permits to the 
information that there are no cross-border impacts on Montenegro, so there was no need to 
include our public. We expect you, as the highest instance in the Montenegrin executive 
authority, to recognize the importance and justification of the proposed request, in accordance 
with the responsibilities of the function you perform, and to deal with the interests of 
Montenegro and its citizens in a responsible manner in accordance with the Constitution. The 
devastated Cijevna River is certainly not one of these interests.  
Sincerely yours, the Centre for Protection and Research of Birds of Montenegro (CZIP), Network 
for Affirmation of the NGO Sector (MANS),  Biciklo.me, NGO Ljubitelji prirode (Lovers of 



Nature),  Expeditio  and Green Home,  Mediterranean Centre for Environmental Monitoring 
(MedCEM), Association of Young Ecologists Nikšić. 
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CZIP: Responses from Albania are vague and contradictory 
 
 
The Centre for Protection and Research of Birds of Montenegro (CZIP) believes that the 
contradictory nature of the answers and the obscure information about what Albania is 
planning to do on the Cijevna River should be a sufficient reason for the Montenegrin 
institutions to launch an initiative for inclusion in the process of transboundary environmental 
impact assessment, in accordance with the ESPOO Convention. Ksenija Medenica, Project 
Manager of CZIP said that the citizens of Montenegro had been unpleasantly surprised a month 
ago by the information that the Cijevna River was drastically devastated due to the construction 
of small hydropower plants in its upper course running through Albania. Medenica said that 
construction of one small hydropower plant on the Cijevna River is currently underway in 
Albania, while, according to unofficial information, it is planned to build a total of 14 small 
hydropower plants. According to her, the answers from the competent institutions from 
neighbouring Albania are unclear and contradictory. Medenica explained that the information 
from one source implies that small hydropower plants have not obtained necessary permits, 
and on the other hand the Montenegrin public has been informed that there are no cross-
border impacts so there was no need to include our public. "The contradictory nature of the 
answers and the complete ignorance of what Albania is precisely planning to do on this River, 
should be a sufficient reason for our institutions to launch an initiative for inclusion in the 
process of transboundary environmental impact assessment, in accordance with the ESPOO 
Convention, signed by both Montenegro and Albania", said Medenica in a statement sent to 
the Mina Agency. She said that it was obvious that the signatories could not agree on whether 
there could be significant negative transboundary consequences and that Montenegro was 
expected to submit that issue to the investigation committee, established in such cases to 
neutrally conduct the public debate and announce the extent to which these projects would 
affect the environment.  Medenica pointed out that the Cijevna canyon was the Emerald 
habitat, and therefore one of the candidates for the future Natura 2000 protected area, and 
that it was proclaimed a natural monument in Montenegro. She believes that it is especially 
worrying that even though a month has passed since the information was obtained that the 
Cijevna River was devastated in its upper course, Montenegro's competent institutions have 
done nothing to save that river protected at both the national and international levels. "Not 
only weren’t the necessary measures taken, but it was obvious to citizens that there was a lack 
of interest in solving the problems" Medenica said. 
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vodotoke  
 
Projects on the Cijevna River must not endanger our watercourses 
 
I am sure that in the forthcoming period, in the case of construction of hydropower plants on 
the Cijevna River, we will get the responses that are important for Montenegro, said Milutin 
Simović, Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development. While talking about whether there is 
any new information regarding the construction of hydroelectric power plants on the Albanian 
section of the Cijevna River, he announced that communication with partners in that 
neighbouring country had been ensured on several tracks. "The Ministry of Sustainable 
Development has contacted us, I have also had communication with the Deputy Prime Minister 
of the Government of Albania, who has recently visited Montenegro. The signed Memorandum 
on Transboundary Water Management of the two countries clearly defined the need for mutual 
communication and exchange of information, especially in relation to watercourses with a 
transboundary impact, such as the Cijevna River," Simović said. He is sure that, as he said, in the 
spirit of such and even more intense communication in the coming period, we will get the 
answers which are important for Montenegro. "And it is important that such projects do not 
exert a negative impact on our water balances in the Skadar Lake area, or the negative impact 
on replenishing of  underground waters within Skadar Lake, where underground aquifers are 
fed just by the water of the Cijevna River, or, in particular, the negative impact on the capacity 
of certain sources, specifically the Bolje sestre source, from which the Regional Water Supply 
System for the Montenegrin Coastline is supplied," Simović said, adding that he is certain that 
"all issues will be resolved for the benefit of our countries and the citizens of the two countries. 
"The Government of Montenegro has undertaken numerous measures of systemic control of 
river watercourses in the past period throughout the country with competent authorities, as 
well as the activities on prevention of further devastation of riverbeds due to natural 
meandering as well as illegal exploitation of sand and gravel, and it will act in the same manner 
in the cases of illegal activities on the watercourses, especially in the lower part of the Morača 
River and the zone of the Bolje Sestre water source, announced Milutin Simović, MSc, Deputy 
Prime Minister of the Government for Economic Policy and Financial System and the Minister of 
Agriculture and Rural Development. After an insight into and analysis of the state of river 
watercourses at the beginning of last year, we registered: the devastation of river beds, a lack 
or need for revision of the existing regulation projects, expired concessions contracts and illegal 
exploitation of gravel and sand, said Deputy Prime Minister Simović at a press conference held 
at the Water Directorate, adding that the need for further improvement of the concern for the 
protection of river courses and protection against waters, improvement of state revenues on 
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these grounds and the fight against the grey economy on the labour market had been 
recognized as early as then. Short films about the measures undertaken to protect the lower 
watercourse of the Morača River http: // (https://youtu.be/O5f0-ZHl4WY) and the lower 
watercourse of the  
Bojana River http://(https://youtu.be/jvjxGRQ58Dg) were shown. It was reported that the 
regulatory works had been performed on the Grnčar, Lim, and Tara Rivers. With the reports of 
the expert Committee, in cooperation with local self-governments, and with the control of 
inspectors and the appointed expert supervision body, regulatory measures and control of the 
extracted surplus of material were carried out, while illegal activities were sanctioned. 
Intervention measures were carried out targeting places where there was a possibility of 
endangering people and property, said the Deputy Prime Minister. Speaking about the 
regulation of the lower watercourse of the Morača River, Deputy Prime Minister Simović said 
that, among other things, 15 misdemeanour orders had been issued on the spot due to illegal 
exploitation of sand and gravel, seven requests had been filed with the competent court to 
initiate misdemeanour proceedings, and 8 criminal charges had been brought.  He particularly 
pointed out the activities of citizens who helped state authorities to combat the illegal 
exploitation of sand and gravel. Numerous controls have been carried out in the past period 
aimed at the fight against unplanned and illegal exploitation of gravel and sand, devastation of 
space, environmental protection, as well as the improvement of the state of river watercourses. 
A total of 335 inspections have been carried out by the Division for Water Management 
Inspection, during the current Moratorium period. It should be noted that citizens also 
responsibly participated in the fight against illegal exploitation, so 31 reports were submitted 
via the contact telephone and e-mail address opened here in the Water Directorate for the 
purpose of efficient communication and involvement of the public, interested organizations 
and individuals, said Deputy Prime Minister Simović. Speaking of the situation on the lower 
course of the Morača River, the Deputy Prime Minister said that the illegal works in the area of 
sanitary protection of the water source of Bolje sestre, from which the Regional Water Supply 
System for the Montenegrin Coastline is supplied, had also been registered and announced that 
specific measures should be undertaken to combat this uncontrolled process, in cooperation 
with the Capital City, Administration for Inspection Affairs, Police Administration and 
Prosecutor's Office.  The Deputy Prime Minister said the works on the regulation of the right 
backwater of the Bojana River were being carried out according to the planned dynamics, so 
that the last year’s situation when the watercourse of the Bojana River had been stopped three 
times through the right backwater could not repeat. The aim is to provide a 20% flow rate as 
foreseen by the Project, in accordance with the intergovernmental agreement with Albania, 
where the permitted flow rate of the right backwater is up to 25% of the total watercourse of 
the Bojana River, Simović said. Answering the questions by journalists, Simović said that the 
regulation works were also being carried out on the Tara River in other positions, not only on 
the part of the area where the works on the highway were being performed. All these 
regulatory works are specifically aimed at the regulation or the river, preservation of property 
of our citizens, and this is a regular process and something that will also be done in the 
forthcoming period. "I would say that the specific issue of regulation of the Tara River, in the 
part of the highway, where the bridges Tara1 and Tara 2 are being built, as well as the 
Mateševo interchange, has taken on a certain dimension of internal debate. We can see that 
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this communication is also transmitted to international addresses. Sometimes, there is a wish 
to call somebody and invite them to that husking bee in order to blur the core developmental 
issues that are of topical interest in Montenegro. Regarding all this, my answer would be very 
short. As far as Montenegro is concerned, and the responsible attitude of the Government 
towards this and similar issues, and specifically towards this issue, my answer is: Tara and the 
highway, and the tear of Europe and the road to Europe, and the development and concern for 
environmental protection. "In that process, Montenegro will certainly act as all other European 
countries that built their own highways themselves. The construction of such capital 
infrastructure projects during the construction itself leaves some scars larger or smaller on the 
nature, but there are remedial projects, projects that imply the temporary nature of certain 
measures, and afterwards we must return the nature what belongs to it. Well, this is the 
essence of the story. Is there a possibility of coexistence between the Tara River and the 
highway? We are sure it exists. There is no return from this project, because it is necessary for 
Montenegro, its citizens in the northern and southern region of the country, it is necessary for 
our economy, the tourists coming to Montenegro, for the connection of Montenegro with 
European corridors, and all of us also need the Tara River. This is our approach to this issue and 
I am sure, as in many other earlier cases, such as the Porto Montenegro project, when similar 
questions were asked, that our commitment will prove justified. The search for a balance 
between the need for development and the need for a quality relationship with nature is a 
formula that has been found everywhere, so we will also find it in Montenegro, and we have 
already found it"  
 
 
Portal Vijesti – 3 February 2018 
 
Link: https://www.vijesti.me/tv/crna-gora-jos-bez-odgovora-sta-ce-preuzeti-da-se-zastiti-
cijevna  
 
Montenegro still has no answer: What will be undertaken to protect the Cijevna River? 
 
It has been almost four months since the Montenegrin public through NGOs learnt that Albania 
is building small hydropower plants on the Cijevna River shared by the two countries without 
notifying the neighbouring country. The Ministry of Sustainable Development and Tourism soon 
announced that they would request the answer from Tirana through diplomatic channels: 
"Upon receipt of the official letter, Albania should set the deadline until which Montenegro, its 
interested public and its experts should draw up an opinion and comments and afterwards we 
would send back that document to the Republic of Albania and wait for their statement on the 
extent to which our opinion was taken into account,” said Marina Miketić from MSDT on 5 
October 2018. 
Have they finally got what they asked for, we asked the line ministry headed by Pavle 
Radulović, but they could not give us the answer until the end of this week, so they postponed 
it for the next week. In the previous months, Montenegrin officials have not given any 
information about their communication with their Albanian counterparts regarding the 
construction of power plants on the Cijevna River. They do not speak anything even though 
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they have announced it. "Yesterday I was in direct contact with Prime Minister Rama. He will be 
coming to Montenegro on 25 May to the Economic Forum in Budva, I will ask him about it," said 
Prime Minister Duško Marković on 10 October 2018. Rama did not come to Budva then, but the 
Albanian President Ilir Meta was in Montenegro 10 days ago in a visit to the heads of the state, 
Government and Parliament. We were told from the Information Service of President Milo 
Đukanović, that the two colleagues discussed the issues of thoughtful approach towards 
valuable ecosystems in Montenegro and Albania, including the Skadar Lake ecosystem. We 
could not find out whether the Cijevna River had been the topic of talks between Prime 
Minister Duško Marković and Meta. We were given the answer from the Cabinet of President of 
the Parliament that Ivan Brajović primarily spoke about the political issues with the Albanian 
President. As is stated in the response from the Cabinet of President of Parliament,  "in the 
context of the topic of natural resources shared by the two countries and their possible 
valorisation, President Brajović reminded of the obligation of an adequate and timely joint 
reaction in their protection.“ The Centre for Protection and Research of Birds which has 
initiated this story, is not pleased with the fact that there has not been any specific information 
from the highest level for months, except that the communication related to the Cijevna River 
is underway. Unofficially, the construction of the first of the 14 allegedly planned power plants 
is progressing. "According to unofficial information available to us, the construction is still in 
progress and the devastation of this area is getting worse. We have not visited the location in 
the last month, but the information we have from the local population living there is that the 
process is ongoing, it is progressin”, said Ksenija Medenica from CZIP. Therefore, CZIP is inviting 
the authorities to launch the mechanisms of the Espoo Convention, whose signatories are 
Montenegro and Albania, in order to get the requested answers for the beginning." The 
procedure should already be initiated based on it or the arbitration procedure through 
international courts in order to deal with this situation or to establish an investigation 
committee to investigate this case, “Medenica added. The protest was held in Podgorica this 
autumn because of the construction of small hydropower plants on the Cijevna River. Not 
enough, however, that its protection becomes a priority of the state authorities of Montenegro. 
 
 
TV Vijesti – 3 February 2018 
 
Still without the attitude of the Montenegrin side about what will be done to protect the 
Cijevna River 
 
Since October last year, when without the necessary notification of the neighbours the 
construction of mini hydropower plants began in the Albanian section of the Cijevna River, 
there has been no official position of the Montenegrin side about what will be done to protect 
this nature monument. We were unable to get the answer from the Government to the 
question of whether Albania submitted the documentation that the official Podgorica 
requested. Although the Albanian President Ilir Meta visited Montenegro about ten days ago, 
nothing was announced again on this subject. The Centre for Protection and Research of Birds, 
which has initiated the whole story, has unofficial information that the works on the first of the 
14 small hydropower plants in Albania have been continued. In this NGO, they believe that it is 



time for Montenegro to initiate the arbitration procedure or establish an investigation 
committee. 
 
It has been almost four months since the Montenegrin public, through NGOs, learnt that 
Albania is building small hydropower plants on the Cijevna River shared by the two countries 
without notifying the neighbouring country. The Ministry of Sustainable Development and 
Tourism soon announced that they would request the necessary documentation from Tirana 
through diplomatic channels.  
MARINA MIKETIĆ, MSDT – 5 OCTOBER 2018: "Upon receipt of the official letter, Albania should 
set the deadline until which Montenegro, its interested public and its experts should draw up 
an opinion and comments and afterwards we would send back that document to the Republic 
of Albania and wait for their statement on the extent to which our opinion was taken into 
account. 
 
Have they finally got what they asked for, we asked the line ministry headed by Minister Pavle 
Radulović, but they could not give us the answer until the end of this week, so they postponed 
it for the next week. In the previous months, Montenegrin officials have not given any 
information about their communication with their Albanian counterparts regarding the 
construction of power plants on the Cijevna River They do not speak anything even though they 
have announced it.  
 
DUŠKO MARKOVIĆ, 10 OCTOBER 2018: "Yesterday I was in direct contact with Prime Minister 
Rama. He will be coming to Montenegro on 25 May to the Economic Forum in Budva, I will ask 
him about it."  
 
Rama did not come to Budva then, but the Albanian President Ilir Meta was in Montenegro 10 
days ago in a visit to the heads of the state, Government and Parliament. We were told from 
the Information Service of President Milo Đukanović, that the two colleagues discussed the 
issues of thoughtful approach towards valuable ecosystems in Montenegro and Albania, 
including the Skadar Lake ecosystem. We could not find out whether the Cijevna River had been 
the topic of talks between Prime Minister Duško Marković and Meta. We were given the 
answer from the Cabinet of President of the Parliament that Ivan Brajović primarily spoke about 
the political issues with the Albanian President. 
 
RESPONSE FROM THE CABINET OF PRESIDENT OF PARLIAMENT: "In the context of the topic of 
natural resources shared by the two countries and their possible valorisation, President Brajović 
reminded of the obligation of an adequate and timely joint reaction in their protection.“ 
 
The Centre for Protection and Research of Birds which has initiated this story, is not pleased 
with the fact that there has not been any specific information from the highest level for 
months, except that the communication related to the Cijevna River is underway. Unofficially, 
the construction of the first of the 14 allegedly planned power plants is progressing. 
 



KSENIJA MEDENICA, CZIP: "According to unofficial information we have, the construction is still 
in progress and the devastation of this area is progressing. We have not visited the location in 
the last month, but the information we have from the local population living there is that the 
process is ongoing, it is progressing.” 
 
Therefore, CZIP is inviting the authorities to launch the mechanisms of the Espoo Convention, 
whose signatories are Montenegro and Albania, in order to get the requested answers for the 
beginning.  
 
KSENIJA MEDENICA, CZIP: "The procedure should already be initiated based on it or the 
arbitration procedure through international courts in order to deal with this situation or to form 
an investigation committee to investigate this case.” 
 
The protest was held in Podgorica this autumn because of the construction of small 
hydropower plants on the Cijevna River. Not enough, however, that its protection becomes a 
priority of the state authorities of Montenegro. 
 
  
Portal and TV Vijesti –  9 February 2019 
 
Link: https://www.vijesti.me/tv/masine-vec-u-kanjonu-cijevne-pogledajte-sta-je-zabiljezila-
tv-vijesti  
 
Machines already in the Cijevna canyon: See what TV Vijesti has recorded 
 
From Podgorica through the border crossing of Božaj, through the Cijevna canyon to the final 
destination - the village of Tamara in Albania. From here, they say, it is nice to observe the river, 
but the view is spoiled by the pipes. The works on construction of one of the small hydropower 
plants, here on the Albanian side of the Cijevna, are underway. Although workers are not 
currently on the site, the machines are here behind me and, according to the local population, 
they operate every day. And they started, says Rok Buja, more than 10 months ago "Nobody 
even informed us what was going to be built here. They simply started the construction works”, 
says Rock Buja, a local resident of the village of Tamara." A lot has been built for all this time. 
However, the river has risen, so it has covered some traces: "I have cattle, sheep that I bring all 
the way from up the hill to here to water them, since there is no water up there. We will be left 
without this as well," said Simon Nakaj from the village of Tamara. The villagers feel very bitter, 
because they cannot do anything. The hydropower plant, they say, is not only an environmental 
but also a socio-economic problem. And, our public has been waiting for more than 4 months 
for the answers to the questions about how many hydropower plants are going to be built on 
the Albanian side of the River and what the consequences will be in the part of the Cijevna 
River that flows through Montenegro.  The Centre for Protection and Research of Birds is not 
encouraged by what they have found on the spot. "The works have certainly progressed, that is 
something that can be seen. We also contacted the international community, and wrote to the 
Berne Convention in the hope that it will help us to secure the answers, at least for the 
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beginning," Ksenija Medenica from the NGO Centre for Protection and Research of Birds said 
for Vijesti. Our Ministry of Sustainable Development and Tourism still does not know what  
impact the construction of this and other hydropower plants on the Cijevna River will have on 
the environment. They have requested the documentation twice from their Albanian 
colleagues, they say, but they have not received it. "The Republic of Albania has not submitted 
the requested documentation. In the period from the beginning of October to the end of 
January 2019, diplomatic and technical communication with the relevant Albanian institutions 
was made in which it was pointed out that in the spirit of good neighbourly relations we would 
agree on the sustainable management of this shared water resource," it was responded from 
MSDT on 7 February. The Ministry says that at the end of December last year they contacted 
the Secretariat of the ESPOO Convention, which stipulates that neighbouring countries that 
have joint natural resources are obliged to inform each other about any works that may have 
an impact on the other country." On 22 January 2019, we received the information that our 
request is under consideration of the Implementation Committee of the Convention which will 
contact Montenegro with regard to this issue," it was sadi from MSDT. In the meantime, the 
Albanian Minister of Energy Belinda Baljku said that she would stop construction of new 
hydropower plants and initiate an investigation regarding 182 licenses issued for the 
construction of 440 such plants. "We will wait another couple of days to see whether a single 
list of the structures to which the decision applies will be published, and if that does not 
happen, we will submit a request to the Albanian side through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
via diplomatic channels in order to obtain information that can be of significance for the Cijevna 
River, it was added from MSDT. Both our and the Albanian side agree that the two sides should 
cooperate in this case, stating that international agreements should be respected. "The 
conclusion is that the voice of citizens is obviously not heard and that institutions from both 
sides ignore the problems of citizens," Medenica added. But it is not just about Cijevna - the 
importance of every river, our interlocutors conclude, should be above personal interests. The 
locals of the village of Tamara already have one hydropower plant, but they say that it is of no 
use. 
 
 
Portal Vijesti – 9 February 2019 
 
Link: https://www.vijesti.me/vijesti/drustvo/crna-gora-za-cijevnu-trazila-medunarodnu-
pomoc  
 
Montenegro requests international assistance for the Cijevna River 
 
After four months, the Montenegrin government has not received an official answer from 
colleagues from Albania regarding the construction of small hydropower plants on the part of 
the Cijevna River in that country. In the meantime, the Albanian line ministry responsible for 
hydropower projects has changed its policy of running this sector and will require a ban on 
construction and revision of the plans for hydropower plants whose construction has already 
started, but it is not known whether the plan for the Cijevna River is among these plans. At the 
beginning of October, Centre for Protection and  Research of Birds (CZIP) and Vijesti 
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communicated the information on initiated and planned Albania's projects for the construction 
of small hydropower plants on the part of the Cijevna watercourse in that country. It was only 
after that notification that the Montenegrin Ministry of Foreign Affairs, on behalf of the 
Ministry of Sustainable Development and Tourism requested the documentation on the 
projects on the river whose waters are shared by these two countries from their Albanian 
colleagues. As Montenegro and Albania are signatories to the ESPOO Convention on 
Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context, MSDT also contacted the 
ESPOO Secretariat regarding the request submitted to Albania in order to make the relevant 
documentation available to Montenegro. On 22 January 2019, we received the information that 
our request was being considered by the Implementation Committee of the Convention, which 
will contact Montenegro on this issue? “ it was said in this line ministry. They also say that they 
have contacted the colleagues in Albania twice by now, through diplomatic channels. ..  MSDT 
submitted an official request to provide Montenegro with all relevant information and 
documentation in the context of environmental impact assessment for the plan of potential 
construction of  small hydropower plants  on the Cijevna River from the Albanian side, pursuant 
to Article 4 of the Convention on the Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary 
Context - Espoo Convention, in order to implement further procedure of exchange of cross-
border information, - it was said from the line ministry headed by Pavle Radulović. Albania, as 
they add, has not yet submitted the required documentation. New Albanian Minister of Energy 
and Infrastructure Belinda Balluku, who took office two weeks ago, announced that she would 
stop construction of new small hydropower plants and launch an investigation regarding 182 
permits issued for the construction of 440 plants. They still do not have the information in the 
line ministry headed by Pavle Radulović about whether the small hydropower plant on the 
Cijevna River is among the disputable licenses and planned projects. We will wait another 
couple of days to see if a single list of the structures to which the decision applies will be 
published, and if it does not happen, we will send a request to the Albanian side via diplomatic 
channels, through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in order to obtain information that can be of 
significance for the Cijevna River, it was said to Vijesti from this line ministry. And while the two 
countries write to each other, they unofficially say from the Center for Protection and Research 
of Birds that the construction works are underway on that river and that the destruction of the 
area is progressing. According to earlier announcements, Albania plans to build 14 small 
hydropower plants. Together they will find a solution. They say in MSDT that from the 
beginning of October last year until the end of January this year, diplomatic and technical 
communication with the relevant Albanian institutions was made in which it was emphasized 
that in the spirit of good neighbourly relations, we would agree on the position regarding 
sustainable management of this joint water resource? In July last year, the governments of 
Montenegro and Albania signed a Framework Agreement on the Management of 
Transboundary Waters, but the first meeting of the Water Management Committee, 
coordinated by the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, was held in mid December, 
two months after the issue of construction of small hydropower plants on the Albanian part of 
the Cijevna River had been opened in the media. It was proposed at this meeting that the 
Montenegrin and Albanian committees should meet as soon as possible: "At the meeting of the 
Committee it was concluded that it should be initiated that a joint meeting of our and the 
Albanian Committee should be held as soon as possible, in order to intensify the work on 



resolving common issues, not only the issue of the Cijevna River, but also all other issues 
concerning water management relations, of interest to the two countries, it was said from 
MSDT, without providing details on whether that meeting has taken place in the meantime.  
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