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SUMMARY RECORD 

MULTI-STAKEHOLDER WORKSHOP ON THE 
PROTOCOL ON WATER AND HEALTH: 

EQUITABLE ACCESS TO WATER AND 
SANITATION AND TARGET-SETTING IN BELARUS 

Minsk, Belarus, 29 October 2019 

BACKGROUND 
The Multi-Stakeholder Workshop on the Protocol on Water and Health: Equitable access to water and 
sanitation and target-setting in Belarus, held in Minsk on 29 October 2019 gathered over 50 participants, 
representing the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Communal Services and Housing, the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Environmental Protection; local authorities (district committees), water and sanitation utilities, 
nongovernmental organizations, academia and representatives of UNECE and WHO Country Office. The 
workshop, organized by the Ministry of Health, with support of UNECE through EUWI+ programme aimed at 
presenting and discussing i) the results of the self-assessment exercise on equitable access to water 
and sanitation carried out in the Belarussian districts of Mosty and Vilejka and ii) the revised draft national 
targets on water and health for Belarus developed under the Protocol on Water and Health.  

PROCEEDINGS  
The meeting opened with welcoming remarks by Ms. Natalia Zhukova, Deputy Minister of Health and Chief 
State Sanitary Doctor of Belarus, and opening statements by Ms. Viktoriya Voranava, a representative of the 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the Republic of Belarus, Ms. Nataliya 
Nikiforova, UNECE and Mr. Batyr Berdyklychev, WHO Country Office.  

The first part of the meeting focused on the presentation and discussion of the findings of the equitable 
access to water and sanitation self-assessment exercise carried out by a team of national consultants 
under the leadership of the Ministry of Health. Main inequity challenges were identified in two main areas: i) 
geographical disparities in access to water and sanitation and ii) the specific barriers faced by vulnerable and 
marginalized groups when accessing water and sanitation. After the presentation of results, participants made 
some comments and recommendations. Several issues were raised – among them, the suggestion to compare 
the methodology of SDG 6 indicators (especially 6.1 and 6.2) to check how the results of the assessment 
exercise could be taken into account in the SDG 6 reporting. 
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The second part of the meeting focused on the revision of the targets set under the Protocol on Water and 
Health. Belarus had established its first set of targets in 2013 and started a revision process with support of 
EUWI+ in 2018 through an inter-ministerial process. 27 draft targets on different Protocol related issues were 
presented to the stakeholders. The workshop enabled participants to comment and endorse the draft targets. 
The Ministry of Health invited participants to provide written comments to the draft targets by 10 November 
2019, in order to finalize and present them to the National Intersectoral Committee by mid-December 2019. 

OUTCOMES 
• The workshop participants endorsed the results of the baseline analysis and the proposed targets on 

water and health. 

NEXT STEPS 
• The participants were requested to share additional comments on the baseline analysis and targets 

by 10 November 2019, for the targets to be presented to the National Intersectoral Committee by the 
end of December 2019. Following the approval of the Committee, an official document containing 
endorsed targets and implementation measures will be prepared in line with the government 
procedure. The document will undergo public consultations as part of the procedure. The targets are 
expected to be officially adopted by June 2020. 

• The Belarus equitable access self-assessment report will be revised and finalized based on the 
feedback provided by participants at the workshop and additional written comments received after the 
workshop. A list of recommendations to improve equitable access to water and sanitation will be 
developed for further dissemination among interested stakeholders and executive committees at a 
regional level, and public consultations will be conducted for interested parties. During the following 
meeting of the National Intersectoral Committee, the results and overview of the equitable access self-
assessment and related recommendations will be presented to discuss possible key entry points at 
policy level to further address inequities highlighted by the self-assessment exercise. 

FEEDBACK FROM PARTICIPANTS 
 

The majority of participants expressed their satisfaction with the workshop, finding the meeting’s materials 
and information useful for their professional activities. Most of them rated the degree of relevance of the 
subject of the workshop for their work/area of expertise as extremely useful, as shown below:  

 
 
The participants provided extended comments on how they are planning to use the acquired knowledge, and 
most stated that the knowledge and skills obtained during the workshop were very useful:  
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Finally, the participants stated that the workshop was very useful for identifying good practices:  
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