
Economic Commission for Europe 

Executive Body for the Convention on Long-range 

Transboundary Air Pollution 

Thirty-ninth session 

Geneva, 9–13 December 2019 

Item 1 of the provisional agenda 

Adoption of the agenda 

  Annotated provisional agenda for the thirty-ninth session 

  To be held at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, starting at 10 a.m. 

on Monday, 9 December 2019* 

 I. Provisional agenda 

1. Adoption of the agenda. 

2. Adoption of the report of the Executive Body on its thirty-eighth session. 

3. Report on credentials. 

4. Status of ratification of the Convention and its Protocols. 

5. Review of the implementation of the 2018–2019 workplan: 

(a) Science; 

(b) Policy; 

(c) Compliance; 

(d) Capacity-building and awareness-raising to promote ratification and 

implementation in Eastern and South-Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and 

Central Asia; 

(e) Communication and outreach. 

  

 * There are accreditation procedures for all delegates attending meetings at the Palais des Nations. 

Delegates attending the meeting are therefore requested to register online by 25 November 2019 using 

the link available on the meeting web page: http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=50348. 

 The registration code for the meeting is 75110. This will be a paperless meeting. All documentation 

for the session and related information will be posted on the meeting web page. Delegates should 

bring copies of any documentation they will require. On the day of the meeting, delegates should 

obtain an identification badge from the Pass and Identification Unit at the United Nations Office at 

Geneva Security and Safety Section, located at the Pregny Gate (14, Avenue de la Paix). A map is 

available on the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe website: 

http://www.unece.org/meetings/practical.html. In case of difficulty, please contact the 

Convention secretariat at +41 22 917 3570. 
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6. Forum for international cooperation on air pollution. 

7. Revised mandates of task forces and centres under the Convention. 

8. Fortieth anniversary special session. 

9. Draft 2020–2021 workplan for the implementation of the Convention. 

10. Financial requirements for implementation of the Convention. 

11. Amendment to annex VII to the Protocol to Abate Acidification, Eutrophication and 

Ground-level Ozone. 

12. Amendments to the Rules of Procedure for the Executive Body. 

13. Election of officers. 

14. Other business. 

15. Adoption of decisions taken at the thirty-ninth session. 

 II. Annotations to the provisional agenda 

 1. Adoption of the agenda 

 Tentative timing: Monday, 9 December, morning 

The Executive Body for the Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution is 

invited to adopt the agenda for its thirty-ninth session as set out in the present document. 

  Documentation 

Annotated provisional agenda for the thirty-ninth session (ECE/EB.AIR/143) 

 2. Adoption of the report of the Executive Body on its  

thirty-eighth session 

 Tentative timing: Monday, 9 December, morning 

The Executive Body is invited to adopt the report on its thirty-eighth session (Geneva,  

10–14 December 2018). 

  Documentation 

Report of the Executive Body on its thirty-eighth session (ECE/EB.AIR/142, Add.1 and 

Add.2) 

 3. Report on credentials 

 Tentative timing: Monday, 9 December, morning 

Delegations will be invited to submit their credentials to the secretariat during the session. 

The officers of the session will examine the credentials and report on them to the Executive 

Body. The Executive Body is invited to take note of the report on credentials. 

 4. Status of ratification of the Convention and its Protocols 

 Tentative timing: Monday, 9 December, morning 

The secretariat will provide an overview of the status of ratification, acceptance, approval of 

or accession to the three latest Protocols to the Convention – namely, the Protocol to Abate 

Acidification, Eutrophication and Ground-level Ozone (Gothenburg Protocol), the Protocol 

on Heavy Metals and the Protocol on Persistent Organic Pollutants – as amended. The 
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amendment of the text of and annexes II to IX to the Gothenburg Protocol and the addition 

of new annexes X and XI, adopted by its Parties on 4 May 2012, enter into force on 7 October 

2019. Delegations will be invited to report on their progress towards ratification or 

acceptance of amendments and discuss anticipated developments in this regard. 

  Documentation 

Overview of the ratification status (informal document No.1, forthcoming) 

 5. Review of the implementation of the 2018–2019 workplan  

 Tentative timing: Monday, 9 December, morning and afternoon, and Tuesday, 10 December, 

morning and afternoon 

The Executive Body will be invited to review the implementation of the 2018–2019 workplan 

for the implementation of the Convention (ECE/EB.AIR/140/Add.1). 

 (a) Science 

The Chair of the Steering Body to the Cooperative Programme for Monitoring and Evaluation 

of the Long-range Transmission of Air Pollutants in Europe (EMEP) and the Chair of the 

Working Group on Effects will report on the implementation of section 1of the workplan 

(science) and present a summary of the main issues discussed at, and the outcomes of, the 

fifth joint session of the Steering Body to EMEP and the Working Group on Effects (Geneva, 

9–13 September 2019), together with conclusions and recommendations for consideration by 

the Executive Body. The Chairs will highlight the recommendations of the two scientific 

bodies with regard to a future review of the amended Gothenburg Protocol and the forum for 

collaboration on reducing air pollution. The Chair of the Working Group on Effects will 

present a recommendation to transform the Joint Expert Group on Dynamic Modelling into 

a programme centre under the International Cooperative Programme on Modelling and 

Mapping of Critical Levels and Loads and Air Pollution Effects, Risks and Trends. 

The Executive Body will be invited to consider and adopt the updated EMEP monitoring 

strategy. 

Following the request of the Executive Body made at its thirty-eighth session 

(ECE/EB.AIR/142, para. 18 (b)), the Chair of the ad hoc group of legal experts will provide 

a clarification regarding the assessment of adjustment applications. 

The Executive Body will be invited to discuss and decide on the approach to the transition to 

the post-2020 reduction commitments for Parties who have accepted the revised Gothenburg 

Protocol. 

  Documentation 

Report of the fifth joint session of the Steering Body to the Cooperative Programme for 

Monitoring and Evaluation of the Long-range Transmission of Air Pollutants in Europe and 

the Working Group on Effects (ECE/EB.AIR/GE.1/2019/2−ECE/EB.AIR/WG.1/2019/2, 

forthcoming) 

Monitoring strategy for the Cooperative Programme for Monitoring and Evaluation of the 

Long-range Transmission of Air Pollutants in Europe for the period 2020–2029 

(ECE/EB.AIR/2019/4) 

Draft decisions of the Executive Body (ECE/EB.AIR/2019/10)  

 (b) Policy 

The Chair of the Working Group on Strategies and Review will report on the implementation 

of section 2 of the workplan (policy) and on the outcomes of the fifty-seventh session of the 

Working Group (Geneva, 21–24 May 2019). In particular, she will highlight the 

recommendations of the Working Group with regard to a future review of the amended 

Gothenburg Protocol and the forum for collaboration on reducing air pollution. Following 
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the policy discussions held at the Working Group’s session, Parties and subsidiary bodies 

were invited to submit further views, for example, on scientific and technical inputs for 

consideration in the context of the review prior to the thirty-ninth session of the Executive 

Body.  

The Executive Body will be invited to adopt the Code of good practice for wood burning and 

small combustion installations forwarded to it by the Working Group at its fifty-seventh 

session.  

The Executive Body may wish to initiate the review of the Gothenburg Protocol based on 

recommendations of the Working Group on Strategies and Review and information from 

other bodies. 

  Documentation 

Report of the Working Group on Strategies and Review on its fifty-seventh session 

(ECE/EB.AIR/WG.5/122, forthcoming) 

Code of good practice for wood-burning and small combustion installations 

(ECE/EB.AIR/2019/5) 

 (c) Compliance  

The Chair of the Implementation Committee will report on the implementation of section 3 

of the workplan (compliance). He will present the twenty-second report on the Committee’s 

work, prepared based on the outcomes of the forty-second and forty-third sessions of the 

Committee (Stockholm, 7–9 May 2019, and Geneva, 10–12 September 2019, respectively). 

The Executive Body will be invited to consider the Committee’s report and 

recommendations.  

The delegation of Latvia will be invited to make a presentation on the efforts of Latvia to 

achieve compliance under the Protocol on Persistent Organic Pollutants following the request 

of the Executive Body made at its thirty-eighth session (ECE/EB.AIR/142/Add.1, decision 

2018/3, paras. 5, 6 and 8). 

  Documentation 

Twenty-second report of the Implementation Committee (ECE/EB.AIR/2019/3) 

Compliance with reporting obligations (informal document No. 2) 

 (d) Capacity-building and awareness-raising to promote ratification and implementation 

in Eastern and South-Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia  

The Chair of the Coordinating Group on the promotion of actions towards implementation 

of the Convention in Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia, together with members 

of other bodies under the Convention and the secretariat, will report on the implementation 

of section 4 of the workplan (capacity-building and awareness-raising to promote ratification 

and implementation in Eastern and South-Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia). 

They will provide an overview of the actions taken to promote ratification and 

implementation of the Convention and its Protocols, increase cooperation and exchange of 

information between countries of the subregion and support their participation in work under 

the Convention. Delegations will be invited to provide information on their efforts to 

implement and ratify the most recent Protocols to the Convention and on any capacity-

building and assistance needs. The Executive Body is invited to take note of this information. 

 (e) Communication and outreach  

The secretariat will report on the implementation of section 5 of the workplan 

(communication and outreach). Parties will be invited to provide further information on 

activities relating to this area of work. The secretariat will provide information on the follow-

up to decision 2018/4 on the designation of focal points under the Convention. The Executive 

Body will be invited to take note of the information provided. 

Report on communication and outreach activities (informal document No. 3, forthcoming) 
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 6. Forum for international cooperation on air pollution  

Tentative timing: Tuesday, 10 December, afternoon 

At its thirty-eighth session, the Executive Body agreed to establish a forum for collaboration 

on reducing air pollution and requested the Bureau of the Executive Body to further elaborate 

this proposal for discussion at the fifty-seventh session of the Working Group on Strategies 

and Review and the fifth joint session of the Steering Body to EMEP and the Working Group 

on Effects, with a view to making a recommendation for the consideration of the Executive 

Body at its thirty-ninth session (ECE/EB.AIR/142, para. 68 (b)). 

The Executive Body will be invited to consider the concept note elaborated by the Bureau 

and the recommendations of the Working Group on Strategies and Review, the Steering Body 

to EMEP and the Working Group on Effects and to decide on further action. 

  Documentation 

Concept note for the “Forum for International Cooperation on Air Pollution, its structure and 

functions” (informal document No.4, forthcoming). 

 7. Revised mandates of task forces and centres under the Convention 

 Tentative timing: Tuesday, 10 December, afternoon  

At its thirty-eighth session, the Executive Body took note of the draft revised mandates for 

the scientific centres and task forces under the Steering Body to EMEP and the Working 

Group on Effects – as contained in documents ECE/EB.AIR/2018/5, ECE/EB.AIR/2018/6 

and ECE/EB.AIR/2018/7 – and adopted them provisionally with amendments made during 

the session. It further requested the secretariat to finalize them and submit draft decisions for 

their formal adoption at its next session (ECE/EB.AIR/142, para. 55). 

The Executive Body will be invited to consider and adopt the draft decisions on the mandates, 

including for the Coordinating Centre for Effects and the proposed centre to be established 

based on the Joint Expert Group on Dynamic Modelling. 

  Documentation 

Revised mandates for the task forces under the Steering Body to the Cooperative Programme 

for Monitoring and Evaluation of the Long-range Transmission of Air Pollutants in Europe: 

draft decisions of the Executive Body (ECE/EB.AIR/2019/7) 

Revised mandates for the centres under the Steering Body to the Cooperative Programme for 

Monitoring and Evaluation of the Long-range Transmission of Air Pollutants in Europe: draft 

decisions of the Executive Body (ECE/EB.AIR/2019/8) 

Revised mandates for the international cooperative programmes under the Working Group 

on Effects: draft decisions of the Executive Body (ECE/EB.AIR/2019/9)  

 8. Fortieth anniversary special session 

 Tentative timing: Wednesday, 11 December, morning and afternoon, and Thursday,  

12 December, morning 

To celebrate 40 years of successful activities under the Convention, the Executive Body will 

hold a special event with guest speakers and extended participation. A separate programme 

will be available. 

Participants in the special session will be invited to endorse an anniversary declaration, which 

the Executive Body will be invited to adopt. 
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  Documentation 

Draft declaration on Clean Air for 2020–2030 and beyond in the United Nations Economic 

Commission for Europe region on the occasion of the fortieth anniversary of the Convention 

on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution (ECE/EB.AIR/2019/6) 

 9. Draft 2020–2021 workplan for the implementation of the Convention 

 Tentative timing: Thursday, 12 December, afternoon 

The Executive Body will be invited to consider and adopt the draft 2020-2021 workplan for 

the implementation of the Convention.  

The Executive Body is expected to discuss the calendar of meetings and a provisional list of 

official documents for 2020–2021, with a view to ensuring a smooth flow of information and 

results between the scientific and policy bodies in order to facilitate informed policy 

discussions based on scientific outputs. 

  Documentation 

Draft 2020–2021 workplan for the implementation of the Convention (ECE/EB.AIR/2019/1) 

List of official documents for 2020–2021 meetings (informal document No. 5) 

 10. Financial requirements for implementation of the Convention 

 Tentative timing: Thursday, 12 December, afternoon 

The secretariat will inform the Executive Body about the status of Parties’ contributions to 

the trust funds for financing implementation of the Convention in 2018–2019 and the 

expenditures during that period.  

On the recommendation of the Steering Body to the EMEP and the Working Group on 

Effects, the Executive Body is invited, among other things, to approve: 

(a) The detailed use of resources for EMEP in 2020; 

(b) The essential international coordination costs for financing the core activities 

of the Convention and its Protocols, other than those covered by the EMEP Protocol; 

(c) A revised annex to the EMEP Protocol; 

(d) A revised scale of assessments for mandatory contributions for the period 

2020–2021; 

(e)  A revised scale of assessment for recommended contributions for the period  

2020–2021; 

(f)  An amendment to decision 2002/1 on the financing of core activities. 

  Documentation 

Financial requirements for the implementation of the Convention (ECE/EB.AIR/2019/2,) 

Draft decisions of the Executive Body (ECE/EB.AIR/2019/10) 

 11. Amendment to annex VII to the Protocol to Abate Acidification, 

Eutrophication and Ground-level Ozone  

 Tentative timing: Thursday, 12 December, afternoon  

The amendments to the Gothenburg Protocol adopted in 2012 will enter into force on 7 

October 2019. Taking this into account, the United States of America submitted a proposal 

for an amendment to annex VII to the Protocol in accordance with its article 13 bis.  The 

proposal was circulated to Parties to the Protocol at least 90 days in advance of the thirty-
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ninth session of the Executive Body, in line with article 13 bis (2) of the Protocol. Parties to 

the Protocol may wish to consider the proposal submitted by the United States. 

  Documentation 

Draft decisions of the Executive Body (ECE/EB.AIR/2019/10) 

Amendment to annex VII to the Gothenburg Protocol: proposal by the United States of 

America (informal document No. 6) 

 12. Amendments to the Rules of Procedure for the Executive Body  

 Tentative timing: Friday, 13 December, morning 

The Executive Body will be invited to consider the need for amendments to the Rules of 

Procedure, as proposed by Canada. 

  Documentation 

Rules of Procedure for the sessions of the Executive Body for the Convention on Long-range 

Transboundary Air Pollution, as adopted by decision 2010/19 and amended by decision 

2013/1  

Amendments to the Rules of Procedure: Proposal by Canada (informal document No. 7, 

forthcoming) 

 13. Election of officers  

Tentative timing: Friday, 13 December, morning 

At its thirty-eighth session, in accordance with rule 17 of the rules of procedure 

(ECE/EB.AIR/106/Add.1, decision 2010/19, as amended by decision 2013/1 

(ECE/EB.AIR/122/Add.1)), the Executive Body re-elected its Chair and its three Vice-

Chairs. In accordance with rule 21, it also re-elected the Chair of the Working Group on 

Strategies and Review (ECE/EB.AIR/142, para. 76).  

In April 2019, the United States of America reported that Ms. Katherine Weber, a Vice-Chair 

re-elected for a second term at the thirty-eighth session, would not complete her mandate and 

appointed Ms. Elizabeth Nichols as her replacement. In accordance with rule 20 (3) of the 

rules of procedure, the Executive Body is invited to elect a replacement for the remainder of 

the Vice-Chair’s mandate. 

 14. Other business  

 Tentative timing: Friday, 13 December, morning 

At the time of writing, the secretariat had no issues to raise under this agenda item. Parties 

wishing to propose any other business are invited to contact the secretariat as soon as 

possible. 

 15. Adoption of decisions taken at the thirty-ninth session 

 Tentative timing: Friday, 13 December, afternoon 

The Executive Body is invited to adopt the decisions taken during the session. The draft 

report on the session, reflecting the decisions adopted, will be finalized by the secretariat 

following the session. The report will be presented for adoption at the fortieth session of the 

Executive Body. 

    


