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 TUESDAY 26 JUNE 2018 

9:00-9:30 Registration of participants 

 Chair: Yannick Pavageau, Ministry of Solidarities and Health, France 

9:30-10:00 Opening Session 
 

• Opening speeches 
Anne-Claire Amprou, Deputy Director General for Health, Ministry of Solidarities 
and Health, France 
Olivier Fontan, Deputy Director of Environment and Climate, Ministry of Europe 
and Foreign affairs, France 
 

• Welcoming remarks and objectives of the meeting 
Francesca Bernardini, Co-Secretary of the Protocol on Water and Health, UNECE  
 

• Tour de table: introduction of participants 
 

10:00-11:00 Session 1. Ensuring equitable access to water and sanitation in the pan-European 
region 
 
Objective of Session 1: Introduce the framework and tools that the Protocol on Water and 
Health provides for translating into practice the human rights to water and sanitation and 
for achieving SDG Goal 6 on water and sanitation. 
 

• The Human Rights to Water and Sanitation: progress and perspectives 
Henri Smets, Water Academy, France 
 

• The Protocol on Water and Health: a framework to ensure access to safe drinking 
water and sanitation for all in the pan-European region 
Diane Guerrier, co-secretariat of the Protocol on Water and Health, UNECE 
 



• Remaining challenges in access to water and sanitation in the pan-European: 
findings from the WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Program 
Enkhtsetseg Shinee, co-secretariat of the Protocol on Water and Health, WHO 
Regional Office for Europe 
 

• Progress of activities on equitable access under the Protocol on Water and 
Health  
Chantal Demilecamps, co-secretariat of the Protocol on Water and Health, UNECE 
 
Questions and answers   
 

11:00-11:30 Coffee break 

11:30-12:30 Session 2. New experiences applying the Equitable Access Score-card: 
Process, findings, lessons learnt, next steps 
 
Objective of Session 2: To exchange experiences and lessons learnt from Score-card self-
assessments of equitable access to water and sanitation in countries and review their 
impacts. 
 
• Assessing equitable access to water and sanitation in Serbia: working with local 

institutions 
Biljana Filipovic, Ministry of Environmental Protection, Serbia 

 
• A participatory process to assess the equity of access to water and sanitation in 

Bulgaria 
Diana Iskreva, NGO Earth Forever, Bulgaria 

 
• Researchers applying the Equitable Access Score-card in the municipality of 

Castello, Spain 
Fatine Ezbakhe, Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya, Spain 

 
Additional questions and answers 

 

12:30-14:00 Lunch break 



 
 Chair: Alena Drazdova, Republican scientific-practical Centre of Hygiene, Belarus 

14:00-17:30 Session 3. Good practices in achieving equitable access to water and sanitation – 
exchange of experiences 
 
Objective of Session 3:  To exchange information on topics related to equitable access to 
water and sanitation, such as (i) implementation of targets 6.1 and 6.2 of the Sustainable 
Development Goals, and (ii) partners initiatives acting to promote the improvement of 
equitable access to water and sanitation, as well as to enable a deeper exchange of 
experiences with French organisations working on ensuring equitable access to water and 
sanitation, both in France and abroad.  
 
 Prompting progress in equitable access to water and sanitation through 

governmental initiatives: examples from France  
 
• Implementation of the experimentation of social pricing of water and key 

conclusions of the report presented to the National Water Committee 
Sophie Delaere, Ministry of Ecology and Solidarity Transition, France 
 

• Promotion of the Equitable Access Score-Card and Water Safety Plans and 
other key actions in the framework of the National plan on environment and 
health 
Yannick Pavageau, Ministry of Solidarities and Health, France 

 
• Contractualization within the National plan for a sustainable management of 

public services for water and sanitation in Guadeloupe, Guyane, Martinique, 
Mayotte, La Réunion and Saint-Martin 
Valérie Terram, Ministry of Overseas Regions, France 

 
General discussion / Questions from the participants 

 
[15:15-15:45 - Coffee break] 

 
 Other initiatives to support equitable access to water and sanitation and the 

achievement of SDG targets 6.1 and 6.2  
 

• Supporting progress towards SDG6: Focus on targets 6.1, 6.2 and 6.3 
Liana Rajaonary, pS-Eau  
 

• NGOs contributing to the improvement of equitable access to water and 
sanitation 
Laura Le Floch, Coalition Eau, Secours Islamique  
 

• Decentralized cooperation: a way to finance necessary investments to 
improve equitable access to water and sanitation  
Adeline Mateus, pS-Eau  
 

Questions and answers 
 
 



 
 
 

 Interactive discussion based on experiences from other regions: 
How to raise awareness on the Human Rights to water and sanitation?  
 
• Manual on the Human Rights to Water and Sanitation in Latin America and 

Caribbean 
Barbara Mateo, independent expert, ex-consultant for the Inter-American 
Development Bank  
 

• Video intervention 
Leo Heller, Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights to Water and Sanitation  
 

• Interactive discussion with participants:  
- How can we raise awareness on the Human Rights to water and sanitation and 

the need to ensure equitable access? 
- Are their on-going initiatives in your country to achieve it? 

 

19:30 
Self-paid group dinner 
Restaurant « Le Garde-temps » 
19bis Rue Pierre Fontaine, 75009 Paris 



 

 

WEDNESDAY 27 JUNE 2018 

 Chair: Yannick Pavageau, Ministry of Solidarities and Health, France 

9:00-10:30 Session 4.  Experiences in developing and implementing Equitable Access Action 
Plans  
 
Objective of Session 4:  To exchange experiences and lessons learned from the 
development and implementation of Equitable Access Action Plans under the 
Protocol on Water and Health in countries, including process, outputs and impact  
 

• Developing and implementing a National Equitable Access Action Plan in 
Armenia 
Armine Arushanyan, Ministry of Energy Infrastructures and Natural 
Resources, Armenia 

 
• Developing local Equitable Access Action Plans in the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia 
Mihail Kochubovski, Institute of Public Health, former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia 
 

• Plans for developing a local Equitable Access Action Plan in Serbia 
Jasminka Lukovic Jaglicic, Regional economic development agency for 
Sumadija and Pomoravlje, Serbia 
 

• Updates on actions to improve equitable access undertaken in other 
countries since the last meeting of the Expert Group 
 

10:30-11:00 Coffee break 

11:00-12:30 Session 5.a. Introduction to the Expert Group’s new publication  
 
Objective of Session 5.a:  To recall the plans for developing the publication 
“Capitalizing findings and lessons learnt from the work on equitable access to water 
and sanitation under the Protocol on Water and Health” and review the country 
contributions received so far 
 

• Objectives, proposed structure, process of developing the publication, and 
overview of country contributions 
Roberto Martin Hurtado, consultant to UNECE 

 
• Questions to countries that have submitted contributions:  

o Was it difficult to prepare the contribution?  
o Should the template be modified?  

 
• General discussion:   

o Reactions to the previous presentations and interventions 
o Are there any specific issue that you would like to be discussed 

more in-depth in the group works on the main messages of the 
publication?  



 

12:30-13:45 Lunch break 

 Facilitator: Roberto Martin Hurtado, consultant to UNECE 

13:45-14:45 Session 5b. Identifying main messages for the publication  
 

 Group Work  
Group A. Assessing equitable access  

• What are the most interesting examples of findings from your countries’ 
self-assessments? 

• What are the most important recommendations for organizing a self-
assessment? 

Group B. Planning and implementing actions to achieve equitable access 
• What are the most interesting examples of actions recommended or 

implemented in your countries?   
• What are the most important recommendations for identifying and 

implementing actions? 
 

 Reporting back and general discussion on main messages  
 

14:45-15:15 Coffee break 

15:15-16:15 Session 5.c Financing equitable access to water and sanitation  
 
Objective of Session 5.b: To reflect on the discussions on the financing of equitable 
access to water and sanitation that took place at 4th meeting of the Expert Group 
and draw conclusions to be reflected in the publication under development and 
possible future work of the Expert Group. 
 
Roundtable (5 minutes per participant, answering questions as appropriate):  
• Are any estimates of the cost of past or planned actions to promote 

equitable access to water and sanitation in your country? If so, what are 
those estimates? 

• How have past actions that promote equitable access to water and 
sanitation have been financed in your country/region/city? 

• Have there been any discussions on how planned actions to promote 
equitable access to water and sanitation will be financed? If so, who was 
involved and what were the outcomes? 

• Are there any other relevant issues regarding the financing of equitable 
access to water and sanitation in the country/region/city that you would like 
to raise with the expert group?  

• What did you take away from the discussion on financing at the previous 
expert meeting? 

• Do you think the expert group should carry out additional work on financing 
equitable access to water and sanitation? If so, which type of work would be 
most useful? 

 

16:15-16:30 Closing session 
• Yannick Pavageau, Ministry of Solidarities and Health, France  
• Chantal Demilecamps, UNECE  
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