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Brief introduction on UNECE and other MEAsThe United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) was set up in 1947 by ECOSOC. It is one of five regional commissions of the United Nations. UNECE's major aim is to promote pan-European economic integration. To do so, it brings together 56 countries located in the European Union, non-EU Western and Eastern Europe, South-East Europe and Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) and North America. As a multilateral platform, UNECE  facilitates greater economic integration and cooperation among its member countries and promotes sustainable development and economic prosperity through: policy dialogue,negotiation of international legal instruments,development of regulations and norms, exchange and application of best practices as well as economic and technical expertise,technical cooperation for countries with economies in transition. UNECE contributes to enhancing the effectiveness of the United Nations through the regional implementation of outcomes of global United Nations Conferences and Summits. It gives focus to the United Nations global mandates in the economic field, in cooperation with other global players and key stakeholders, notably the business community. UNECE also sets out norms, standards and conventions to facilitate international cooperation within and outside the region. UNECE has negotiated five environmental conventions, also known as multilateral environmental agreements or MEAs, all of which are now in force:Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air PollutionConvention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary ContextConvention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International LakesConvention on the Transboundary Effects of Industrial Accidents Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental MattersThe governing bodies of the UNECE MEAs are serviced by the UNECE secretariat, which also helps them to monitor the implementation of the treaties. While many of the UNECE environmental conventions started as regional instruments, a number of them have become or are in the process of going global, and the work under these MEAs has for a long time included States outside the UNECE region in their activities. This trend underscores the impact of the UNECE MEAs, which have transformed the legal and natural landscape in our region and beyond. The five conventions have been supplemented by a number of protocols, including: Protocol on Water and HealthProtocol on Strategic Environmental AssessmentProtocol on PRTRsProtocol on Civil Liability and Compensation for Damage Caused by the Transboundary Effects of Industrial Accidents on Transboundary Waters (not in force)



Transboundary water cooperation regulated at 
different levels

• Sound legal frameworks at the global, regional and 
basin levels essential for stable and reliable 
cooperation:
– OKACOM agreement (1994)
– Revised SADC Protocol (2010)
– 2 universal framework Conventions:

• 1997 United Nations Convention on the Law of the 
Non-Navigational Uses of International 
Watercourses - UN Watercourses Convention (entry 
into force 2015)

• 1992 Convention on the Protection and Use of 
Transboundary Watercourses and International 
Lakes - under auspices of UNECE (opening 2016)

What added value does international framework 
conventions have for the region?



Party to Helsinki 
Water Convention 
(1992)

Party to UN 
Watercourses 
Convention (1997)

Party to both 
Conventions

Parties to international Water Conventions
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36 Parties to the UN Watercourses Convention, entry into force 201540 Parties + EU to Helsinki Water Convention, entry into force 1996, operational opening March 2016History:1992: Adoption of the Water Convention1996: Entry into force of the Convention2003: Adoption of the amendment allowing all UN Member States to accede to the Convention2012: Blanket approval by the Meeting of the Parties for all future requests for accession2013: Entry into force of the amendment1st March 2016: Operationalization of the Amendment: all UN Member States can accede to the Convention	Several countries have started national accession processes



The Helsinki Water Convention

Objective
Protect and ensure the quantity, 
quality and sustainable use of 
transboundary water resources by  
facilitating cooperation

3 main pillars
- Prevent, control and reduce 
transboundary impacts
- Reasonable and equitable utilization 
of transboundary waters
- Cooperate through establishment of  
agreements and joint bodies 
responsible for joint management

A sound legal
framework

An active institutional
framework

Activities and projects
on the ground

Support to transboundary water cooperation
thanks to:
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Originally negotiated as a regional agreement for the pan-European region but what is «Europe»?Not only the European Union, but including all countries from the Ex-Soviet UnionNot a peaceful continentNot a homogeneous continent from the development point of viewNot a continent exempt from water problems3 pillars: (main obligations for all Parties)The Convention is based on three complementary and mutually sustaining obligations, The first two principles are very general and their translation in practice can only be achieved trough cooperation and agreement by riparian countries. A mechanism for cooperation is necessary to adapt to changing conditions. Therefore the establishment of legal and institutional mechanism provide the concrete means for the practical implementation of the standards of cooperation required by the Convention and provide a powerful incentive for further and more advanced cooperation.Specific obligations for transboundary cooperation for riparian countriesObligation to conclude specific agreements and establish joint bodiesConsultation, Joint monitoring and assessment, Exchange of information, Warning and alarm systems, Mutual assistanceImpact on the groundThe Convention has inspired the development of bilateral and multilateral agreements on almost all transboundary waters in the pan-European region and beyond (NBA charter, CBLT Charter, llumeden MoU)



Strenghts: 1. A permanent platform to share 
experiences and good practices worldwide
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The Convention has also driven continuous progress on transboundary cooperation:Promoted the expansion of the scope of cooperationFostered the adoption of good practicesEncouraged dealing with emerging issuesStrenghtened national governanceSupported progress at both the technical and political level



Strengths: 2. Constant evolution to support 
implementation

• Assessing impacts through regular assessments

• Supporting Parties and non-Parties through the
Implementation Committee

• Making countries accountable through reporting

• …?
=> Parties (and non-Parties) are providing
themselves with more and more tools to increase
the Convention’s impact and the improvement of 
transboundary water cooperation



A global instrument now available
Opening of the Helsinki Water Convention to allow accession to all UN Member
States with the objective to:
 Build on success achieved (practice has shown progress)
 Share experiences of transboundary water cooperation worldwide
 Learn from others
 Broaden political support for transboundary cooperation
 Jointly develop solutions to common challenges

More than 60 countries outside the pan European
region participate in the Convention’s activities

Several are in the process of accession



Lessons learned from the work under the Convention 
as a basis for the work on the benefits of cooperation

• Cooperating countries, countries considering accession or 
Parties to the Convention naturally reflect on what benefits 
such cooperation can bring. 

• A constructive dialogue and identification of common interest
among riparians and with partners is necessary

• Sharing / solidarity/political willingness essential for progress, 
and identification of windows of opportunity!

• A benefit assessment exercise can help countries to fully realize 
the potential benefits of cooperation.

Development of the Policy Guidance Note on the benefits of 
transboundary water cooperation

3 pilot projects: Okavongo basin, Sio-Malaba-Malakisi basin 
(Kenya-Uganda), Drina basin (Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Montenegro and Serbia)
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Aim: to support governments and other actors in realising the potential benefits of transboundary water cooperationScope: global, both surface and underground watersDevelopment: 3 workshops,  case studies from 15 basinsProduct: official UNECE publication



Thank you for your attention!

More information 
including guidelines, publications 

and information on activities under 
the Convention can be found at:

http://unece.org/env/water
Chantal.demilecamps@unece.org

Water.convention@unece.org

Upcoming meetings in Geneva
Workshop on recent progress on transboundary 
water cooperation: from getting cooperation started 
to its long-term sustainability (4 July 2017)

12th meeting of the Working Group on IWRM (5 - 6 
July 2017)

Global Workshop on Water Allocation (17 - 18 
October 2017)

Global Workshop on Climate Change Adaptation (11 
- 12 December 2017)

Global workshop on benefit assessment (February 
2018)
www.unece.org/env/water/meetings.html#/
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This is a sample Picture with Caption slide ideal for including a picture with a brief descriptive statement.To Replace the Picture on this Sample Slide (this applies to all slides in this template that contain replaceable pictures)Select the sample picture and press Delete. Click the icon inside the shape to open the Insert Picture dialog box. Navigate to the location where the picture is stored, select desired picture and click on the Insert button to fit the image proportionally within the shape. Note: Do not right-click the image to change the picture inside the picture placeholder. This will change the frame size of the picture placeholder. Instead, follow the steps outlined above. Tip: use the Crop tool to reposition a picture within a placeholder. From the Picture Tools Format tab on the ribbon, click the Crop button. Click and drag the picture within the placeholder to reposition. To scale the picture within the placeholder (while Crop is active), grab a round corner handle and drag to resize. Hold Shift key to constrain picture aspect ratio when resizing.
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