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Guidance note for strategic discussion on priorities for the programme of work for 

2017–2019 under the Protocol on Water and Health 

 

At the fourth session of the Meeting of the Parties (Bern, 14–16 November 2016), a new 

intersessional programme of work for 2017–2019 will be adopted. A broad and inclusive 

consultation process is essential to identify the key building blocks of the next programme of 

work. These should: 

 Be relevant in policy and practice for all Parties, as well as other States and 

stakeholders that cooperate under the Protocol;  

 Effectively support Parties in implementing their national targets and complying with 

the Protocol provisions; and 

 Align with the scope of ambition and support implementation of long-term regional 

and global policy commitments, including the recently adopted 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development, the 2010 Parma Declaration on Environment and Health 

and further developments under the European Environment and Health process.  

The Working Group on Water and Health is invited to have an initial exchange on the 

strategic objectives and possible priorities for the programme of work for 2017–2019. 

Whereas the purpose of this session is to kick-off the debate, its outcomes will inform and 

feed into a strategic consultation on the future work under the Protocol which is planned to 

take place at the Strategic workshop on the future work under the Protocol (Geneva, 

29 February–1 March 2016).  
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Guiding questions 

The Working Group is specifically invited to reflect upon the following aspects and develop 

initial recommendations that guide the development of the draft programme of work for 

2017–2019: 

 What are the priorities? Please discuss needs and priorities in the water, sanitation, 

hygiene and health domain for your country. 

 What are the perspectives linked to the new global and regional commitments? Please 

reflect upon the implications and opportunities deriving from the ambitions of the 

SDGs, in particular SDG 6, other global commitments (such as the Sendai Framework 

for Action and the future climate change agreement) and regional commitments. 

 What has been useful? Please discuss the experiences and lessons learnt from the 

implementation of the current programme of work. 

 What should be maintained? Please identify and discuss the thematic areas and 

activities of the current programme of work that remain relevant and thus should be 

carried forward to the next programme of work. 

 What are the gaps? Please identify and discuss thematic areas that are not covered, or 

insufficiently covered, under the current programme of work but require policy 

attention and action under the Protocol. 

 Who are the main partners? Please identify and discuss main partners and 

stakeholders which can contribute to and strengthen implementation of the Protocol. 

Organization of work 

The session will be organized in five parts:  

1. Introduction to the session objectives (10 minutes) 

2. Introduction to the SDGs and other global and regional commitments of relevance for 

future work under the Protocol (15 minutes) 

3. Moderated group work along the aforementioned guiding questions – assisted by 

facilitators (60 minutes) 

4. Feedback on the outcomes of group work to the plenary by rapporteurs (30 minutes) 

5. Moderated plenary discussion and conclusions (20 minutes) 

Background documentation 

Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development: 

http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/69/L.85&Lang=E  

Parma Declaration on Environment and Health: http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-

centre/events/events/2010/03/fifth-ministerial-conference-on-environment-and-

health/documentation/parma-declaration-on-environment-and-health  

http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/69/L.85&Lang=E
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/events/events/2010/03/fifth-ministerial-conference-on-environment-and-health/documentation/parma-declaration-on-environment-and-health
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/events/events/2010/03/fifth-ministerial-conference-on-environment-and-health/documentation/parma-declaration-on-environment-and-health
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/events/events/2010/03/fifth-ministerial-conference-on-environment-and-health/documentation/parma-declaration-on-environment-and-health
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Improving environment and health in Europe: how far have we gotten? 

http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/events/events/2015/04/ehp-mid-term-

review/publications/improving-environment-and-health-in-europe-how-far-have-we-gotten  

Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015 – 2030: 

http://www.preventionweb.net/files/43291_sendaiframeworkfordrren.pdf  

http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/events/events/2015/04/ehp-mid-term-review/publications/improving-environment-and-health-in-europe-how-far-have-we-gotten
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/events/events/2015/04/ehp-mid-term-review/publications/improving-environment-and-health-in-europe-how-far-have-we-gotten
http://www.preventionweb.net/files/43291_sendaiframeworkfordrren.pdf

