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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Background:1. Most recent data from WHO-UNICEF JMP report data 2011 indicate that 19 million people still lack ready access to improved sources of drinking water in the world and 67 million people do not use an improved sanitation Facility. Of course, many more suffer from poor quality of service – such as discontinuity in service and the fact that the tap water is contaminated.  2. As one would expect, given the different socio-economic realities of the countries in the region, there are large differences in access between countries. But there are also striking differences in access within countries. And they are not random -- they affect mostly the poor and rural populations.  For example, in Tajikistan the poorest 40% of the population are more than 7 times less likely to have access than the richest 20%. 3. Richer countries also have an equitable access problem. Some sub-sections of the population face real barriers in all countries. International obligations to achieve equitable access
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Equitable access 
under the Protocol on Water and Health 

The Protocol key objectives: 
 (a) Access to drinking water for everyone   

(b)  Provision of sanitation for everyone 

A specific focus on equitable access: 
“Equitable access to water, adequate in terms both 
of quantity and of quality, should be provided for all 
members of the population, especially those who   
suffer a disadvantage or social exclusion” 

The Protocol: A practical instrument to 
progressively implement the human right to water 
and sanitation 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
	The Protocol on Water and HealthThe Protocol requires to set clear targets, tailored to the needs and capacities of the Party, and to develop an integrated national strategy, not only related to access to water and access to sanitation but in a very holistic approach: targets on water, health and environment
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Facilitating equitable access to water and 
sanitation under the Protocol: Progress 
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No One Left Behind 

Identifies key challenges in ensuring 
equitable access to water and 
sanitation 

Analyzes national governance 
frameworks and options for them to 
address equitable access 

Presents concrete good practices and 
lessons learnt on policy options and 
measures to address inequities 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Process of developmentCollection of good practices developed under the leadership of France, with the contribution of a group of experts from the pan-European regionPublication launched in 2012
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Inequities to be fought on 3 fronts 

Dimension Inequities in access to water and sanitation 

Geographical 
disparities: water 
resources, WSS 
infrastructure 

Certain areas of a country (rural areas, poor urban 
neighborhoods) have no physical access or have 
access of lower quality than other areas 

Social disparities: 
vulnerable and 
marginalised 
groups 

Within areas with good access, certain groups do not 
have access because they don’t have private 
facilities, the public and institutional facilities they 
rely on are not adequate, or suffer unintended or 
intended discrimination 

Economic 
disparities: 
affordability issues 

Within areas with good access, the water and 
sanitation bill represents too large a share of 
disposable income for some households 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There is no universal definition on what equitable access means. Rather, this presentation adopts a pragmatic approach and tries to identify the “types of inequities” that seem to be the most relevant from a practical perspective (in terms of making it easier to identify solutions). 2. Accordingly, the table shows that there are 3 major possible ways of fighting inequities, related to different disparities: 	- Reduce geographical differences in the services provided (otherwise some human settlements are less likely to enjoy access ) 	- Prevent discrimination or exclusion in access to services by vulnerable and marginalized groups (otherwise some social groups are less likely to enjoy access) 	- Ensure financial affordability by users (otherwise some economic groups are less likely to effectively enjoy access) 3. The publications details policy options for addressing each one of those types of inequities
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The Equitable Access Score-card 

A self-evaluation analytical tool… 

… that can be used by governments (and other 
stakeholders) in establishing a baseline, 
tracking progress, and prompting  discussions 
on further actions needed to achieve 
equitable access to water and sanitation… 

… in order to support the implementation of 
policies and practices to uphold the human 
rights to water and sanitation under the 
principle of “progressive realization”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
BackgroundA major difficulty in addressing the inequities identified in No One Left Behind is the lack of both:	1. a detailed picture of the level of access for all population groups and 	2. a clear understanding of the main factors in the origin of the inequities.-- It was decided to develop an analytical tool that can help governments and other stakeholders to establish a baseline, discuss further actions to be taken, and evaluate progress through a process of self-assessment.  It also offers guidance on how to use the analytical tool, based on the experience of three pilot exercises carried out in France, Portugal and Ukraine.Methodology for developmentConvening of an ad-hoc expert group (Sept 2012)Conceptual development: draft scorecardTesting through pilots: Ile-de-France, Portugal, Ukraine  –national and infranational levelsFurther expert discussions – 2nd expert group meeting (May 2013)Report: final scorecard and how to use it (end 2013)Launched at the MOP3 in Nov. 2013
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Structure of the Equitable Access Score-card 

SECTIONS Areas Questions 
Governance framework 3 16 
Geographical disparities 3 11 
Vulnerable & 
marginalized groups 

11 48 

Affordability 3 12 

• Quantitative information 
• Qualitative questions 
• Justification, Reliability 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Score-card:	1. lists policy optionsThe user is expected to provide and justify a score that summarizes the degree to which a number of selected policy options are being used. 	2. calls for quantitative information to contextualize the findings and describe the level of access to safe drinking water and sanitation.  To be adapted it to own needs.To be used by any country, region, or city in the world to carry out a self-assessment.  It has been designed not to enable comparisons between countries (or sub-national territories) but rather to allow a country (or a subnational territory) to compare its own different results over time.  Countries encouraged to use it to obtain a baseline analysis of the equity of access to water and sanitation, to identify related priorities, to set targets to bridge the identified gaps and to evaluate progress. The process of self-assessment, as shown by the experience of France (Greater Paris urban area), Portugal and Ukraine, can:enable the authorities to identify the right partners to undertake further workhelp to initiate collaboration among authorities and between authorities and other stakeholders, generate input for policy processes. raise awareness and facilitate the development of a common understanding of equity of access to water and sanitation as well as creative thinking. Example in Portugal to be presented after: how the outcomes of the self assessment exercise in Portugal were taken into to influence policy processes / strategies to be defined.
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The Oslo 2014-2016 programme of work 

Small-scale water 
supply and 
sanitation 

Safe and efficient 
management 

Prevention and 
reduction of WRD 

Equitable  
access 

Improving 
governance for 

water and health 

Compliance 
procedure 

Setting targets and implementing them at the national level 

Set targets 
and target 
dates 

Develop water 
management 
plans 

Review progress 
Implement 
measures to 
achieve targets  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Protocol requires to set clear targets, tailored to the needs and capacities of the Party, and to develop an integrated national strategy, not only related to access to water and access to sanitation but in a very holistic approach: targets on water, health and environmentTargets to be tailored to the Party’s social, economic and environmental conditions, needs, priorities and available resourcesDeclare targets: Water supply and sanitation (quality, Improved access, system performance, discharge of Wastewater and  sludge); Water management (resource quality, recreational water, aquaculture); Health protection (Outbreaks, level of disease)Set dates: Parties also 1) establish  national coordination mechanisms, 2)  develop water management plans, 3) establish framework for enforcing drinking water quality standardsReview progress: 1) Parties collect and evaluate data on progress towards target; 2) Parties publish results of data collection and  evaluation; 3) Parties review progress; 4) Parties provide summary report through Secretariat to MOP Target: commitment to achieve a specific level of protection of human health and water resources, quality or service. Enables focus on efforts and benchmark progress. Provides a basis for continuous improvement strategies.Target setting at national and/or local levels. National targets need to be properly reflected at the local level and encompass areas with main problems.Transboundary dimension: Targets at level of river basin need to be discussed and agreed with riparian countries. National and local targets need to take transboundary objectives into account.The process of target-setting entails analyzing the national situation, streamlining and harmonizing responsibilities and commitments in water and health. A realistic plan for improvement, with prioritized time-bound targets adapted to the national situation, must be elaborated. When complying with Protocol’s provisions, Parties are encouraged to tailor their targets accordingly to the country-specific problems. The process of setting targets helps focus the attention on the services and actions needed. It creates a platform for discussion and promotes coherence, harmonization and integration between different sectors, bringing together different stakeholders (such as governmental and non-governmental organizations (NGOs), the scientific community, the private sector and the general public). Setting targets also provides a vertical communication channel between different levels of administrations (from local to national) and helps translate national targets into the local context. 
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The Oslo 2014-2016 programme of work 

Improving 
governance for 

water and health 

Awareness raising 
on equity-oriented  

governance  
frameworks 

 

Small-scale water 
supply and 
sanitation 

Assessing equity of 
access to water 
and sanitation 

 

Safe and efficient 
management 

Developing action 
plans for equitable 

access 
 

Prevention and 
reduction of WRD 

Equitable  
access 

Star Strategic note on 
the development of 

action plans  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Programme area 5 — Equitable access to water and sanitation: translating the human right to water and sanitation into practiceLead Parties: France and Hungary.Objectives and expected outcomes: Promote the implementation of the Protocol in relation to facilitating access to water and sanitation for poor, vulnerable and socially excluded people and, thereby, contribute to the progressive realization of the human right to water and sanitation through: (a) raising awareness on the challenges faced in the pan-European region in achieving equitable access to water and sanitation and the need to adopt equity-oriented governance frameworks; (b) supporting the development of national and subnational situational analyses; (c) supporting the development of action plans; and (d) supporting the exchange of experiences in developing situational analyses and action plans, and implementing specific measures to ensure equitable access to water and sanitation.		Work to be carried out	5.1	Raising awarenessAwareness will be raised on the challenges faced in the pan-European region in achieving equitable access to water and sanitation and on the need to adopt equity-oriented governance frameworks through the organization of national and subnational workshops, the co-organization of dedicated sessions in international events (e.g., World Water Week, 2015 World Water Forum), and the organization of one regional workshop to evaluate work undertaken and analyse further challenges and needs. 	5.2	Assessing equity of access to water and sanitation The development of coordinated baseline analyses on the equity of access to water and sanitation at the national and local levels, on the basis of The equitable access score-card: Supporting policy processes to achieve the human right to water and sanitation (ECE/MP.WH/8), will be supported through twinning of countries/municipalities that have already carried out a self-assessment and countries/ municipalities that want to carry out the self-assessment using the scorecard. Twinning arrangements are also to be sought through the WHO Healthy City Network. The process and outputs of the self-assessment exercises will be used to promote political awareness on existing inequities and to clarify the specific responsibilities of the different authorities and other stakeholders in addressing them. Moreover, experience will be exchanged among all pilot project participants and other relevant partners through the organization of expert group meetings. In addition, findings of the equity assessment on access to water and sanitation by income groups carried out by WHO in the framework of the WHO/UNICEF JMP will be disseminated and discussed during the exercise and expert meetings.	5.3	Developing action plans for equitable accessPriority action plans at the national or local level to address inequities in access to water and sanitation will be developed. While action plans may take different forms according to the country context, they will be designed based on the outcomes of the baseline analyses (self-assessment) and also taking into account the findings of the WHO/UNICEF JMP equity assessment by income groups. Such priority action plans will include resource mobilization strategies and will build on the clarification of the specific responsibilities of different authorities and other stakeholders. Upon request, specific workshops targeting different stakeholders (such as water operators, State agencies, local authorities and donors) will be organized to promote equitable access to water and sanitation and to discuss and agree with the stakeholders their specific responsibilities in progressing towards achieving equitable access to water and sanitation.Partners: MAMA-86, Central Asia Coalition of NGOs, the European Environment and Health Youth Coalition, IWA, Journalists for Children and Women's Rights and the Protection of the Environment.Possible additional partners: Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and the Special Rapporteur on the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation, WHO headquarters, WHO Healthy City Network, United Nations Development Programme-Global Water Solidarity (UNDP-GWS), water operators and national NGOs working on the right to water and sanitation.		Estimated costs: US$ 706,000 (see table for details)		Specifically for activity 5.1. 		Specifically for activity 5.1. 		This list does not preclude other partners from joining. 
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Progress in assessing the equity of access 

Pilot projects: France, Portugal, Ukraine 

Finalized or on-going assessments: Republic of Moldova, 
Hungary 

Upcoming assessments: former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, Azerbaijan, Armenia, ?? 

Support to achieving equitable 
access 
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For more information: 
www.unece.org/env/water/pwh_work/equitable_access.html 

Protocol.water_health@unece.org 
Chantal.Demilecamps@unece.org  
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