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SUBREGIONAL WORKSHOP TO SHARE EXPERIENCE IN THE 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE UNECE-WHO/EUROPE PROTOCOL ON WATER 

AND HEALTH FOR COUNTRIES OF THE CAUCASUS 

 

REPORT 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

1. The subregional workshop to share experience in the implementation of the UNECE-

WHO/Europe Protocol on Water and Health for countries of the Caucasus was held on 

27 and 28 May 2013 in Tbilisi, Georgia. The workshop was organized jointly by the 

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) and the Ministry of 

Environment Protection and Natural Resources of Georgia, with support from the 

Global Water Partnership Georgia and the World Health Organization Regional Office 

for Europe (WHO/Europe). It was a fourth subregional workshop organized under the 

programme of work of the Protocol for 2011-2013 within a regional project supported 

by the Government of Finland. 

 

2. The workshop was attended by forty-three experts coming from countries of the 

Caucasus – Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia – but also invited experts from other 

parts of the pan-European region, representatives of international organizations, non-

governmental organizations and other stakeholders.  

 

3. All presentations delivered at the workshop are available at:  

http://www.unece.org/env/water/meetings/subregional_workshop_tbilisi_2013.html 

 

II. OBJECTIVES 

 

4. The objectives of the workshop were to: 

 

 Facilitate exchange of countries’ experiences on the regulatory, institutional and 

technical aspects connected with the implementation of the Protocol on Water and 

Health, in particular in relation to the cooperation of the water, health and environment 

sectors;  

 

 Share information on the process of development and adoption of targets under article 

6 of the Protocol, as well as on the implementation of measures to achieve such 

targets; 

 

 Present, discuss and identify solutions for the main challenges in the process of setting 

targets and other issues related to the Protocol’s implementation; 

 

 Discuss water and health issues common to all countries of the Caucasus, including: 

a) Small-scale water supplies and sanitation; 

b) Water safety planning approaches; 

c) Prevention and reduction of water-related diseases; 
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d) Public participation in issues related to water and health; 

e) Post-2015 development agenda and the possible Sustainable Development Goal on 

water; 

f) Levels of performance of water supply and sanitation systems, including technical 

aspects of drinking water and wastewater systems management. 

 

III. SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS 

 

Session 1: Introduction to the Protocol on Water and Health and to its main obligations 

 

5. During this session participants were familiarized with the main obligations for Parties 

under the Protocol on Water and Health with focus on the process of target setting. 

 

Session 2: Implementation of the Protocol with focus on the process of target setting  

 

6. During this session participants learned about the experience of the Republic of 

Moldova in the setting of targets and targets dates and discussed how this experience 

could be useful for the countries of the Caucasus. Representatives of all three 

subregional countries shared the status of their progress in the implementation of the 

Protocol. Specifically, the following was mentioned: 

 

- In Armenia, a project on the setting of national targets and targets dates was 

initiated with the support of Finland. The project was implemented by UNECE 

jointly with key ministries responsible for water and health issues. The project 

also aimed at supporting Armenia with the ratification of the Protocol; 

 

- Azerbaijan, so far the only Party to the Protocol in the Caucasus, reported on 

large-scale investment projects in water and sanitation sector recently launched 

in the country and how they would support national objectives related to water 

and health. 

 

- Georgia recalled the draft national targets established in 8 target setting areas 

in 2011. It was mentioned that those targets and target dates require revision. 

 

Session 3: Water and sanitation safety planning 

 

7. In the course of this session, the representative of WHO/Europe introduced the main 

concepts of water and sanitation safety planning as promoted by the WHO Guidelines 

for Drinking-water Quality. A case study on the application of the water safety plan 

approach in Tajikistan was introduced by an expert from the State Sanitary and 

Epidemiological Surveillance Service of Tajikistan. 

 

Session 4: Consultations on water in post-2015 global development agenda 

 

8. During this session, a representative of UNECE introduced the status of global 

discussions on water in post-2015 development agenda and an expert from the 

Ministry of Environment Protection and Natural Resources of Georgia provided an 

overview of the national consultations on this issue held in Georgia. 

 

Session 5: The role and the modalities of public participation in the implementation of 

 the Protocol and in setting targets and reporting 
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9. During this session, representatives of NGOs from Armenia and Azerbaijan shared 

their experience in promoting public participation on issues related to water and 

health.  

 

Session 6: Small scale water supplies and sanitation  

 

10. The representative of WHO/Europe introduced issues related to small-scale water 

supplies and sanitation in the pan-European region and how they were addressed 

within the scope of the programme of work under the Protocol. An expert from the 

Centre for Disease Control and Public Health of Georgia presented a case study on a 

national project on small-scale water supplies and sanitation. 

 

Session 7: Case studies from the subregion in support of the Protocol implementation  

 

11. Case studies presented during this session included a presentation from Armenia on 

alternative methods of wastewater treatment in the country’s mountainous regions and 

an overview of measures implemented in Azerbaijan in support of the objectives of the 

Protocol on Water and Health. 

 

IV. CONCLUSIONS 

 

12. The need to update national water and health-related legislation was underscored by 

all three countries. That included the adoption of modern standards and norms for 

water and sanitation facilities, notably addressing the specifics of small-scale 

installations. Participants also stressed the importance of improving interministerial 

and intersectoral cooperation and the need to involve the public more actively in the 

work under the Protocol. The significant deterioration of water and sanitation 

infrastructure, especially wastewater treatment facilities, was underlined as one of the 

challenges in relation to the limited funds available for the water and sanitation sector. 

Countries also underscored the role of loans and grants by development agencies and 

international financial institutions in projects on improving water and sanitation 

infrastructure.  

 

13. Participants cited the following challenges and priorities as common for the subregion: 

 

 a) Rehabilitation of existing wastewater treatment plants and construction of new 

 modern plants; 

 b) Norms and regulations for small-scale water supplies and sanitation, the 

 introduction of water safety plans and rapid assessment of drinking water quality (e.g. 

 through pilot projects); 

 c) Equitable access to water and sanitation, especially in relation to disparities 

 between rural and urban dwellers; 

 d) Levels of performance of water supply and sanitation systems, including 

 managerial and technical aspects (skills of water operators, water losses). 

 

 

*** 


