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 I. Background 

1. The Working Group on the Development of the Convention is a subsidiary body 

established by the Conference of the Parties at its third meeting, held in October 2004 

(ECE/CP.TEIA/12, decision 2004/4) to, among other tasks, review as a priority annex I to 

the Convention in the light of the corresponding legal requirements of the Seveso II 

Directive of the European Union. 

2. The Working Group subsequently drafted amendments to annex I during 2005–

2006, in two meetings. The revised annex I was adopted at the fourth meeting of the 

Conference of the Parties in November 2006 and entered into force on 19 March 2008. 

3. The seventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties, in November 2012, requested 

the Working Group to draft a revised annex I to bring it into line with the United Nations 

Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals 

(ST/SG/AC.10/30/Rev.4, GHS) and to maintain consistency with the corresponding 

European Union legislation (Seveso III Directive).1 It decided that the proposed amendment 

should be circulated to the Parties not less than 90 days in advance of its next meeting, in 

line with article 26, paragraph 2, of the Convention. The next meeting is to be held in 

autumn 2014. 

4. The Conference of the Parties requested the secretariat to, among other tasks: 

(a)  Draft a detailed background paper for the third meeting of the Working 

Group, to be held in September 2013; 

(b)  Present to the fourth meeting of the Working Group a draft proposed 

amendment of annex I as an official document, translated into the three official languages 

of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (ECE). 

  

 1 Directive 2012/18/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 4 July 2012 on the control of 

major-accident hazards involving dangerous substances, amending and subsequently repealing 

Council Directive 96/82/EC. 
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5. The Bureau decided at its meeting in January 2013 that two small groups should 

assist the Working Group, one working on drafting a revised annex I to the Convention, the 

other on the evaluation of other possible amendments to the Convention. The Bureau 

requested the secretariat to draft terms of reference for the small groups by the end of 

February 2013. The Bureau considered that the small groups might be constituted and begin 

work once it had agreed on the respective terms of reference by email. 

6. The Bureau emphasized that any industry involvement in the small group drafting 

the revised annex I should be carefully controlled, given that the Parties are responsible for 

setting standards. The European Union would only be in a position to ratify the 

amendments, in particular as regards annex I, if in line with the Seveso III Directive. The 

Seveso III Directive was aligned with the EU regulation on the classification, labelling and 

packaging of substances,2 which in turn was aligned with GHS. The small drafting group 

will therefore use the Seveso III Directive as a reference in aligning annex I to the 

Convention with GHS. 

 II. Mandate and reporting 

7. The small drafting group will report to the Working Group on Development. It will 

submit to the Working Group a revised annex I to the Convention for its consideration and 

possible forwarding to the Conference of the Parties at its eighth meeting.  

 III. Objective 

8. The objective of the small drafting group in the period to the next meeting of the 

Conference of the Parties will be to assist the Working Group on Development in the 

drafting of a revised annex I. 

 IV. Planned activities and outputs 

9. To achieve its objective, the small drafting group will work on the basis of a 

background document prepared by the secretariat that will provide a comparison between 

the Convention and the Seveso III Directive.  

10. The small drafting group will prepare, in particular, the following outputs: 

 (a) A first draft of the amendment of annex I to the Convention that should be 

circulated to the national focal points for the Convention not less than two weeks before the 

third meeting of the Working Group (suggest, therefore, by mid-July 2013); 

 (b) A second draft of the amendment that should be provided to the secretariat 

not less than twelve weeks prior to the fourth meeting of the Working Group (i.e. by about 

end-January 2014—to be confirmed) so that the proposal can be put before the Working 

Group as an official document translated into the three official languages of the United 

Nations Economic Commission for Europe (ECE). 

  

 2 Regulation (EC) No 1272/2008, OJ L 353 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 

December 2008 on classification, labelling and packaging of substances and mixtures - amending and 

repealing Directive 67/548/EEC and 1999/45/EC, and Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006.   
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 V. Timetable 

11. The mandate of the small drafting group will cover the period between 1 March 

2013 and eighth meeting of the Conference of the Parties. 

 VI. Method of work 

12. The small drafting group is expected to work via e-mail and other electronic means 

during its mandate; it might meet face-to-face briefly back-to-back with the Working Group 

on Development. It will work in English only.  

13. The small group will decide upon its proposal to the Working Group on the basis of 

consensus among experts representing ECE member States. Industry and representatives of 

civil society will be welcomed as observers and might be called upon to provide advice and 

expertise. However, where a proposal by industry would lead to a lower standard than that 

proposed by States, the lower standard will not be reflected in the proposed amendment put 

before the Working Group; similarly, a proposal by industry to remove a category of 

substance or a named substance will not be reflected in the proposed amendment if opposed 

by States.  

 VII. Membership 

14. The small drafting group is open-ended and will comprise experts from Parties. 

Non-Parties, industry and representatives of civil society may participate as observers. The 

Chair of the Working Group will steer the work and moderate discussions if necessary. 

 VIII.  Secretariat support 

15.  The ECE Convention secretariat will support the work of the small drafting group 

by maintaining a consolidated draft of the proposed amendment. The secretariat will 

prepare as informal documents a basic draft at the start of the work and a consolidated draft 

to be considered by the third meeting of the Working Group. The secretariat will process as 

an official document a draft proposed amendment of annex I for the fourth meeting of the 

Working Group and the proposed amendment of annex I for consideration by the Parties. 

    


