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EU Adaptation Strategy 

► the general aim 

 To enhance the preparedness and capacity to 
respond to the impacts of climatic change at EU, 
Member State, regional and local levels 

► the basis 

 Commission White Paper (2009) 

• 4 pillar action plan: knowledge base, mainstreaming, 
international cooperation, policy instruments  

• 33 long-term actions 

• implementation from 2009-2012 



The EU Adaptation Strategy 

► the objectives 
(1) (1) Knowledge 

• Improve and widen the knowledge base and identify gaps 

• Further the understanding of vulnerabilities and adaptation options 

• Facilitate knowledge use and exchange 

(2) (2) Policy and market-based instruments  
• Mainstream adaptation into policies at EU level, including revision of 

legislation to include climate adaptation 

• Identify potential adaptation actions (insurance, standards, regulations, 
projects...) 

(3) (3) Cooperation and facilitation 
• Facilitate cooperation with and between Member States, regions, cities and 

other relevant stakeholders 

• Provide guidelines for adaptation 



EU-Adaptation Strategy: 
added value 

► European added value 

• Providing a common framework, guidance and tools 

• Allowing flexibility for Member States that are advanced in 
adaptation while providing impulse and support to those 
that are just starting 

• Facilitating integrated cross-border solutions where 
required 

• Facilitates experience exchange and mutual learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EU Adaptation Strategy:  
the mainstreaming approach 

 

• Earmarking of 20% of the 2014-2020 budget (Multiannual 
Financial Framework) for climate-related expenditure  

• Mainstreaming of climate action in the future Cohesion 
Policy, Common Agriculture Policy, Research & Innovation 
(Horizon 2020), Common Fisheries Policy 

• LIFE+ to have a dedicated programme for climate action 
(1/3 of budget) and a funding line for adaptation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EU Adaptation Strategy: 
development of the knowledge-base 

► CLIMATE ADAPT (climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu) 

 

Online platform on adaptation 

• Facilitating knowledge dissemination and exchange 

• Database comprising publications, projects, guidance 
documents, organizations, case studies… 

• Tools, indicators, maps for adaptation planning 

• Information on sectoral policies and on spatial entities 
(countries, regions, cities, etc) 

• 50.000 unique visitors since launch 23 March 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 key tools have been developed 

for CLIMATE-ADAPT  

Adaptation support tool 

Overview of countries activities 

Case study search tool 



Adaptation Support Tool 

The Adaptation Support Tool guides the 

user through the policy making cycle of 

adaptation: from the assessment of risk 

and vulnerability to the identification, 

implementation and evaluation of 

adaptation measures  

For each step it provides: 

• Guidance Documents 

• Information Resources 

• Risk and assessment tools 

• Relevant case studies 

• Links to useful information 



Overview of National Activities 
 

CLIMATE ADAPT presents 
information on National Activities 
for most European Countries 

European countries are at very 
different stages of development of 
climate change adaptation policies 

There are 12 countries with an 
adopted  adaptation strategy and 
CLIMATE-ADAPT has gathered 
information on adaptation 
actions/measures/strategies from 
25 European countries 



Case study search tool How are people, cities, 
regions adapting to climate 
change in Europe? What can 
we learn from others? 

This tool allows to browse all 
available case studies in 
Europe, searching by sector 
or climate impact. 

1. A location is selected (eg 
Marseille) 

2. A climate impact is 
selected (eg drought)  

3. The tool shows all 
available adaptation case 
studies. Red dots are case 
studies in a region with 
similar climate impacts as 
Marseille (Southern Europe). 
Grey dots are case studies 
outside that region 

CLIMATE-ADAPT contains a large database of case studies 

Users will be able to upload their case studies 

All case studies will be quality checked and made available to 
the European adaptation community 



EU policies:  
water management  

For each sector, CLIMATE-ADAPT presents how 
the EU is mainstreaming adaptation 

This is relevant in particular for the water sector, 
which will be severely impacted by climate change. 

Each sector page presents relevant: 

 Indicators of climate change 

 Publications 

 Research Projects 

 Information resources 



CLIMATE-ADAPT: water stress projections 
Users of CLIMATE-ADAPT will be able to visualize the key results of ClimWatAdapt, a study which 
provide a comprehensive analysis of risks and vulnerability in the water sector. 

This will allow the assessment of vulnerability to climate change impacts and adaptation 
measures in the water sector 



 

• Thank you! 


