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Background
 Finland signed the protocol on 17 June 1999
 The Ministry of Social Affairs and Health set a working 

group with task to prepare the ratification of the protocol. 
The members of the group represented all relevant 
ministries and other stakeholders.
• Ministry of the Environment
• Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
• Ministry for Foreign Affairs
• Finnish Environment Institute
• National Public Health Institute
• National Product Control Agency for Welfare and Health

 The Protocol was ratified on 3 March 2005 simultaneously 
with the implementation of the Water Framework Directive
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Target Setting

•An expert group was established under the working group in 
order to prepare target setting
•The expert group collected all relevant national material 
(legislation, water protection guidelines, programme for the 
protection of the Baltic Sea, other programs and strategies) 
and determined main goals for target setting
•The expert group had section by section discussions about 
the article 6 of the Protocol
•The expert group wrote a draft document on target and 
target dates and their reasoning

-the draft was mainly based on the national and EU legislation 
and national programs and strategies

•Draft was published on the website of the Ministry of Social 
Affairs and Health for public hearing



TARGET
The quality of the drinking water supplied, taking into 

account the Guidelines for drinking-water quality of the 
World Health Organization

The quality of the drinking water supplied by water supply plants
meets the requirements of Decrees (461/2000) and (401/2000) of
the Ministry of Social Affairs and Health. The said Decrees are
based on Council Directive 98/83/EC (Drinking Water Directive). The
guidelines of the World Health Organization (WHO) for drinking 
water are used as a basis for the standards in the Drinking Water 
Directive. 

The employees of plants supplying drinking water who engage in
actions impacting on the quality of the water have passed the 
proficiency test in plant technology and water hygiene referred to in 
section 20b of the Health Protection Act 763/1994.
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TARGET
The reduction of the scale of outbreaks and incidents of 
water-related disease

National target
The number of persons falling ill in water-related epidemics
shall be reduced to an annual level of 0.01% of the population
at most.

Target date

The target date is set at 31 December 2015.
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The area of territory, or the population sizes or 
proportions, which should be served by collective 
systems for the supply of drinking water or where the 
supply of drinking water by other means should be 
improved

In 2006, ca. 90% of the population was served by collective systems for the
supply of drinking water. No material rise from the current service rate is
expected. Improvements in the supply of drinking water seek to ensure that the
drinking water available is up to standards in terms of quality. Efforts are made
to have water supply in less populated areas and villages covered by the water
supply network whenever technically and economically feasible. Drinking water
procurement opportunities for individual properties are enhanced in cases
where the property cannot procure appropriate drinking water at a reasonable
cost.
The target date is set at 31 December 2015.
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The area of territory, or the population sizes or 
proportions, which should be served by collective 
systems of sanitation or where sanitation by other means 
should be improved;”

In 2006, approximately 80% of the population was served by
collective systems of sanitation. Centralized sewerage and waste
water treatment is the goal wherever technically and economically
feasible in terms of water services and environmental protection.
Areas meeting these conditions are determined so that centralized
sewerage and waste water treatment can be implemented before
expiry of the deadline imposed in Government Decree  on
property-specific waste water treatment requirements (542/2003).
Property owners shall render property-specific sanitation systems
compliant with requirements in those cases where connecting the
property to the collective system of sanitation is not a viable option
due to the location of the property.
The target date is set at 1 January 2014.26
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The levels of performance to be achieved by such 
collective systems and by such other means of water 
supply and sanitation respectively

Water supply services of a high standard and meeting the needs of
settlement as well as business and leisure activities will remain available
at reasonable cost.
When water supply plants serving more than 5,000 residents are

examined, slightly under 90% of subscribers currently receive their
drinking water from water supply plants with a safety rating of I or II, i.e.
plants that are capable of supplying a minimum of 50 litres of water per
resident per day through the distribution network even when their primary
water abstraction facility is out of commission. The dependability of
drinking water supply will be improved so that all water supply plants
serving more than 5,000 residents have a safety rating of either I or II.
The target date in respect of upgrading the safety rating of water supply
plants is set at 31 December 2015.
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The application of recognized good practice to the 
management of water supply and sanitation, including 
the protection of waters used as sources for drinking 
water. 

The general objectives of water protection have been defined in the
programme of water protection guidelines extending until 2015, which
was adopted by the Government on 23 November 2006. The major
targets in respect of drinking water quality concern reducing nutrient
inputs causing eutrophication, reducing the risks arising from harmful
substances and protecting groundwater.
General objectives for the status of waters have been set in the Water
Framework Directive 2000/60/EC, which has been implemented
nationally through the Act on the Organization of Water Management
(1299/2004). The objectives are determined in connection with water
management plans and related operational programmes and seek to
ensure no deterioration in the status of surface waters and groundwater,
which should be of at least good status.
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Target date

The targets included in the Government resolution on 
water protection guidelines (23 November 2006) extend 
until 2015. The Act on the Organization of Water 
Management (1299/2004) requires that surface waters and 
groundwater are protected, enhanced and restored so that 
the water status objectives can be reached by 2015 at the 
latest.
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The occurrence of discharges of: Untreated waste water; 
and Untreated storm water overflows from waste-water 
collection systems to waters within the scope of this 
Protocol”

Untreated waste water from communities or industry is not
discharged into waters under normal circumstances. Preventative
measures are taken to preclude disruptions and adequate action
taken to prepare for accidents. The pollution arising from occasional
discharges is taken into account in each treatment plant’s
environmental permit and the proportion of such discharges is
examined as part of surveillance when assessing compliance with
permit regulations.
No target date in respect of waste water from communities and
industry is required to manage normal conditions. Appropriate
management of emergency conditions will be included by 2015 in
those permit regulations yet lacking it.
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Decision and follow-up

•Before finalizing the decision of the targets and target dates 
the Ministry of Social Affairs and Health organized large 
(over 40 stakeholders) circulation and hearing process of the 
draft document
•The final decision of the national targets and target dates 
was given by the Ministry of Social Affairs and Health on 15 
February 2008
•National implementation of the targets and target dates will 
be followed by the working group mentioned before
•Finland has reported the progress of the achieving the 
National Targets. The latest report was sent to joint 
secretariat to the protocol on Water and Health in March 
2010



Benefits of the Protocol on Water and 
Health and the Target Setting

During the Target Setting work the different 
stakeholders related to water sector really 
started to work together

The National Targets is guiding the 
developing work of the water and 
sanitation sector. 


