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WORKING GROUP ON ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT 
 

Twelfth session 
Geneva, 20-21 October 2010 

 
Item 6 of the provisional agenda 

 
Latest Development in Environmental Monitoring and Assessment at the National, 

Subnational and Company Levels 
 

Submitted by Montenegro 

 
I. Major actions initiated since September 2010 in the areas of: 

 
A. Modernization and upgrading of national monitoring networks, especially those 

related to air, water and soil quality (in terms of number of stations, automated 
measurements and parameters measured) 

 
Air quality 

  
In the first half of 2009 measurements of the air quality were performed on a single 
automated station in Podgorica, while the other three stationary stations were put into 
operation in the second half of 2009. This was the most important step in modernizing the 
monitoring of air quality in Montenegro. During 2011, three more automated stations will 
be set and with that national monitoring network will be completed according to the 
requests from the existing Low on Air quality which is in compliance with EU Air quality 
framework Directive. 
A number of parameters in the monitoring program of air quality was reduced according 
to the “Regulation on determination of Types of Pollutants, Limit Values and Other 
Ambient Air Quality Standards” (Official gazette of Montenegro no. 45/08). The 
Regulation complies with EU Air quality framework Directive. 
 
Monitoring program of the water and soil quality was the same as in previous year.  
 

B. Development of inventories of air emissions, wastewater discharges and waste 
 

During 2011, national inventory of air emissions are to be updated. The data collection 
has been started for that purpose and inventories will be done according to the LRTAP 
and IPPC methodology. 

 
 

C. Expanding monitoring of biodiversity 
 

Monitoring of biodiversity in 2011 will be done on 26 protected areas in Montenegro, 
what is completely new concept of the monitoring of the biodiversity in Montenegro. 
Survey will be based on estimation of the population of flora and fauna for the most 
significant species (on national and international level). 
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D. Improvement of data handling, including data quality assurance and control, and 

database management 
 

The Environmental Protection Agency of Montenegro implements  monitoring 
program on annual basis. Through tender procedures the Agency selects 
institutions for the the program realization. Institutions that are to carry out the 
monitoring program should ensure quality of data submitted to the Agency. 
Also, institutions that have databases related to the environment, are obligated to 
submit data to the Agency for Environmental Protection. Appropriate 
methodology for monitoring of the data quality will be established by the 
development of the National list of indicators. 
 

 
E. Enhancement of institutional mechanisms for data sharing and data exchange 

between environment ministries; environmental information institutions; institutes 
of ecology; hydrometeorological services; statistical offices and ministries of health, 
water, agriculture, industry, transport and energy 

  
With the aim to improve data gathering and reformation of the existing methodologies for 
data collection MoU was signed between Environmental Protection Agency and 
Statistical Office of Montenegro on 07 April 2011. Under the framework of MoU 
Working group is established and now process of the revision of existing methodologies 
regarding waste data collection is ongoing.  
 
Also, in order to improve reporting to EEA NRC network was established in June 2011. 

 
 

F. Publication of environmental assessments at the subregional, national, subnational 
and project-based levels and the indicators used therein 

 
Montenegro has not yet published a report on the state of the environment on the basis of 
indicators. In 2011 a report “Information of the state on the Environment” in Montenegro 
was published in hard copy for the first time, but whole report wasn’t based on indicators 
methodologies as it contained only few indicators.  

 
 

II.  Areas and types of activities that the Working Group could undertake to strengthen 
          capacities in countries on subjects I(a) to I(f) above 

 
Working Group could discuss and produce guidelines for the best methodologies for 
determination of representative monitoring points, as well as for optimal parameters that 
should be measured. 
 
Regarding Publication of environmental assessments I would propose to develop one 
joint project for countries that haven’t yet published an indicator-based assessment, in 
order to gather data on national level according to indicators methodologies and, based on 
that, to produce, as a result, sub regional and national indicator publications that will 
represent a base for future development of such publication on national and regional 
level. 
 

 
 


