9 February 2010

EXTRAORDINARY SESSION OF MEETING OF THE PARTIES TO AARHUS CONVENTION AND 

FIRST SESSION OF MEETING OF THE PARTIES TO PRTR PROTOCOL
AND ASSOCIATED EVENTS
Geneva, 19-22 April 2010
ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS
This overview covers a number of practical and organizational issues related to the forthcoming extraordinary session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Aarhus Convention (ExMoP, 19 April 2010, afternoon only), the first session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers (MoPP-1, 20-22 April 2010) and associated events. Specifically, it addresses:

· Venue
· Registration
· Visa arrangements
· Financial support

· Representation, participation and attendance

· Credentials
· Documentation
· Programme of events

· Side-events
· Interventions at the ExMoP and MOPP-1
· Contact information
Venue

The ExMoP and MOPP-1 will both take place in Salle XII at the Palais des Nations in Geneva. For practical information on local transportation and hotels, as well as how to gain access to the Palais and find your way to the meeting room, see http://www.unece.org/env/pp/practical.htm#practicalinfo.
Registration
Please register for the Ex-MoP and/or MOPP-1 and/or the associated events using the registration form attached to the invitation message. The registration form is also available on the Aarhus Convention website at http://www.unece.org/env/pp/mopp1.htm or http://www.unece.org/env/pp/emop2010.htm. If for any reason you are not able to use the registration form, please contact the secretariat at public.participation@unece.org or through the contact details at the end of this message and other arrangements will be made. The registration deadline is 6 April 2010.
Visa arrangements
If you need a visa to attend the meetings and therefore need a letter of invitation from the secretariat in order to obtain your visa, please contact Maricar de la Cruz or Lucille Caillot at the secretariat through the contact details below at your earliest convenience.
Financial support

Some financial support will be provided through the UNECE Aarhus Convention Trust Fund to facilitate the participation of representatives from countries with economies in transition and from environmental non-governmental organizations (NGOs). The financial support request form and a list of eligible countries within the UNECE region are attached to the invitation message and are also available on the Convention website at http://www.unece.org/env/pp/mopp1.htm or http://www.unece.org/env/pp/emop2010.htm. Delegates from governments of developing countries outside the UNECE region should make enquiries with the secretariat. Please note that the deadline for submitting requests for financial support is 16 March 2010 for representatives of eligible governments and 2 March 2010 for NGOs. 
Representation, participation and attendance

Participation in the ExMoP is governed by the rules of procedure of the Meeting of the Parties to the Convention, in particular sections V, VI and VIII (decision I/1 of the Meeting of the Parties (ECE/MP.PP/2/Add.2) – see http://www.unece.org/env/pp/mop1docum.statements.htm). 
Each Party participating in the meetings is represented by a delegation consisting of a head of delegation and such other accredited representatives, alternate representatives and advisers as may be required. An alternate representative or an adviser may act as a representative upon designation by the head of delegation. Delegations representing Parties are required to have credentials – see below.
There are various categories of observers who may participate in the meetings:

- Signatories and any other States that are members of the United Nations and are not a Party to the Convention are entitled to be represented in the meeting as observers.

- The United Nations, its specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency, and relevant intergovernmental organizations qualified or having an interest in the fields to which the Convention relates may also participate as observers.

- Representatives of any NGO qualified or having an interest in the fields to which the Convention relates are entitled to participate as observers unless one third of the Parties present at a meeting object to the participation of representatives of that organization.
 NGOs having common goals or interests insofar as the subjects of the Convention or the Protocol are concerned are encouraged to form themselves into a single delegation for the purposes of the meeting. As far as environmental citizens’ organizations are concerned, the European ECO Forum serves as the main coordinating body (see www.participate.org).
Furthermore, according to rule 7, the sessions of the Meeting of the Parties are generally required to be open to members of the public. Thus some seats will be available in the meeting room for members of the public attending as ‘non-participating’ observers, i.e. without access to microphones or nameplates. 

MoPP-1 is expected to adopt rules of procedure for the Protocol that are similar to those under the Convention. The draft decision on rules of procedure that has been prepared by the Working Group on PRTR for adoption at MoPP-1 may be considered as providing guidance on how representation, participation and attendance will be handled under the Protocol (see http://www.unece.org/env/pp/mopp1.htm).
Credentials
Delegations representing Parties to the Convention and the Protocol are kindly reminded of the arrangements concerning credentials set out in the WGP-4 document ECE/MP.PP/WG.1/2005/3/Add.1 (see http://www.unece.org/env/pp/wgp.htm). 
Credentials consist of a document from the competent authority of a State designating a person or persons to represent that State in an intergovernmental meeting. Credentials must generally be issued to the delegate(s) either by the Head of State or Government or by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, or in the case of a regional economic integration organization, by the competent authority of that organization.

In the present case, a State may submit a single set of credentials covering both the ExMoP and MOPP-1, provided that the document clearly describes which designated persons represent that State in which of the meetings.
Only Parties are required to submit credentials. The rules of procedure require all Parties to the Convention to present their credentials to the secretariat at least one hour before the start of the meeting. However, this is a minimum requirement and it would greatly facilitate the work of the secretariat if credentials could be handed in as early as possible prior to the meeting. Parties are therefore encouraged to submit their credentials by 9 April 2010 to the secretariat of the Convention.

Parties which have not sent their credentials to Geneva to arrive by 16 April 2010 are requested to bring them to Geneva and present them to the secretariat at the earliest opportunity following arrival. Questions concerning credentials may be addressed to Ms. Charlot de Waal at charlot.de.waal@unece.org.

Documentation
There are three categories of documentation for the extraordinary session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Convention (Ex-MoP) and the first session of the Meeting of the Parties to the PRTR Protocol: 
(a)
Category I: official documents for possible action by delegations (e.g. signature, endorsement, approval, adoption), generally submitted through and endorsed by the Working Group of the Parties, the Working Group on PRTRs or the respective Bureaus. These documents will be translated, reproduced and distributed through the usual channels by the Conference Services of the United Nations Office in Geneva, prior to the meeting. 

(b)
Category II: official background documents, prepared by the secretariat or subsidiary bodies of the Convention of direct relevance to the agenda that will provide a basis for discussion (e.g. on implementation and compliance, or intersessional). These documents will be translated, reproduced and distributed by the Conference Service of UNOG prior to the meeting. 

(c)
Category III: other documents relevant to the agendas of the meetings submitted by individual delegations or stakeholders directly to the Meetings. Category III documents will not be assigned a symbol number.

All ExMoP and MOPP-1 meeting documentation will be posted on the Aarhus Convention website (http://www.unece.org/env/pp/emop2010.htm and http://www.unece.org/env/pp/mopp1.htm respectively) as soon as it becomes available (as advance copies where necessary). Hard copies of the official documentation prepared for the meetings (Categories I and II) will be circulated through the usual channels. You are invited to check the website periodically for the remaining documents.

In order to reduce wastage, only minimal numbers of paper copies of the official meeting documents will be available in Geneva. You are therefore requested to bring your own set of documents to the meeting(s).

As regards Category III documents, those submitting or intending to submit such documents are requested to notify and submit copies to the Convention secretariat by 6 April 2010 (see contact details below). The meeting room will have a space for display of Category III documents, and the secretariat will provide short-term storage in advance of the meetings (details to be discussed bilaterally). However, those submitting the documents are responsible for their reproduction and transportation to Geneva. The Convention secretariat will maintain a running list of Category III documents of which it has been notified and will post those provided in electronic form on the website.
Programme of events
A programme of events for the week is available on the Aarhus Convention website at http://www.unece.org/env/pp/emop2010.htm and http://www.unece.org/env/pp/mopp1.htm. This will be updated as new information becomes available. The key points to note are that the ExMoP will start at 3 pm on Monday 19 April 2010, MoPP-1 will conclude at 1 pm on Thursday 22 April 2010, and the high-level segment of MoPP-1 will start at 3 pm on Wednesday 21 April 2010 and run until the close of the meeting.
Side events

Times have been reserved in the programme for MoPP-1 side events. If you are interested in organizing a side event, please use the application form for side events on the Convention website at http://www.unece.org/env/pp/mopp1.htm. The deadline for applications for side events is 16 March 2010. Side events will be listed in later versions of the overall programme for the week, and specific programmes for individual side-events, where these are provided by the organizers, will be posted on the website and made available at the meeting venue. Questions concerning side events may be addressed to Mr. Pietro Rabassi at pietro.rabassi@unece.org.
Interventions at the Ex-MOP and MOPP-1
Delegations are invited to indicate, as early as possible, on which ExMoP or MoPP-1 agenda items they wish to make an intervention, so that a list of speakers can be drawn up. For the high-level segment of MoPP-1, priority will be given to Ministers and other high-level representatives. Please notify Mr. Pietro Rabassi at pietro.rabassi@unece.org.

Enquiries
For enquiries concerning practical or logistical arrangements, please contact Maricar de la Cruz or Lucille Caillot at: 
Tel: + 41 22 917 2682 / 917 2722
Fax: + 41 22 917 0634
Email: maricar.de.la.cruz@unece.org and lucille.caillot@unece.org
For substantive enquiries concerning the ExMoP, please contact Charlot de Waal at: 

Tel: + 41 22 917 1375
Fax: + 41 22 917 0634
Email: charlot.de.waal@unece.org.

For substantive enquiries concerning the MoPP-1, please contact Pietro Rabassi at: 

Tel: + 41 22 917 2791
Fax: + 41 22 917 0634
Email: pietro.rabassi@unece.org.

All enquiries may be copied to Convention secretariat at:

Email: public.participation@unece.org.
� Some governments have a practice of inviting representatives of NGOs to participate as members of the national (governmental) delegation.





