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 I. Introduction 

1. The twenty-ninth session of the Working Group on Effects was held from 22 to 
24 September 2010 in Geneva. 

 A. Attendance 

2. It was attended by representatives of the following Parties to the Convention on 
Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution (the Convention): Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, 
Canada, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Netherlands, 
Norway, Poland, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland.  

3. Representatives of the World Health Organization’s European Centre for 
Environment and Health (WHO/ECEH) Bonn Office, the Coordination Centre for Effects 
and the Chair of the Steering Body to the Cooperative Programme for Monitoring and 
Evaluation of the Long-range Transmission of Air Pollutants in Europe (EMEP) also 
participated.   

 B. Organizational matters 

4. Mr. T. Johannessen (Norway) chaired the meeting. 

5. The agenda (ECE/EB.AIR/WG.1/2010/1) was adopted as amended. 

6. The Working Group adopted the report of its twenty-eighth session 
(EB.AIR/WG.1/2009/2). 

 II. Matters arising from recent meetings of the Executive Body 
and its subsidiary bodies 

7. The Chair of the EMEP Steering Body provided information on the Steering Body’s 
thirty-fourth session. The thematic part of the session had been devoted entirely to issues 
related to hemispheric transport of air pollution, organized in the form of a workshop with 
12 presentations. The outcome of that work could lead to the extension of the scope of the 
revision of the 1999 Gothenburg Protocol to Abate Acidification, Eutrophication and 
Ground-level Ozone (Gothenburg Protocol). The long-term strategy for the Convention had 
also been discussed; however, owing to divergent views, the Steering body had been unable 
to reach a consensus on that issue.  

8. In addition, the EMEP Chair noted that EMEP modelling work in area of heavy 
metals and persistent organic pollutants (POPs) depended to a great extent on the 
availability of environmental variables from different media: soil, water, vegetation and 
crops. Therefore, collaboration with Working Group on Effects could help reduce 
uncertainties related to parameterization of re-suspension processes that were important for 
heavy metals and POPs modelling. EMEP members had also discussed increasing the 
horizontal grid resolution and change of projection, as well as updating maps of historic 
pollutant depositions, all of which would be beneficial for the future work of Working 
Group on Effects. 
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9. In connection with the foregoing, the Chair of the EMEP Steering Body suggested 
that a joint workshop on issues common to EMEP and Working Group on Effects would be 
beneficial for both subsidiary bodies. 

10. The Chair of Working Group on Strategies and Review reported on the outcomes of 
the Working Group’s forty-sixth and forty-seventh sessions, including the status of the 
revision of the three most recent Protocols to the Convention, focusing on elements relevant 
for Working Group on Effects, including various options for target setting in integrated 
assessment modelling for the revision of the Gothenburg Protocol. The Working Group on 
Strategies and Review had noted that methane and black carbon might need to be included 
in the revision of the Gothenburg Protocol, primarily due to their influence on ozone levels 
and health impacts. Target loads, however, could not be easily included in the revision of 
the Gothenburg Protocol as they were not defined in the Annex I. With regard to the 
revision of the Protocol on Heavy Metals and the Protocol on POPs, the health impacts of 
heavy metals and POPs played an import role. 

11. The secretariat then briefed participants on the decisions taken by Executive Body at 
its twenty-seventh session that were relevant for the work of the Working Group on Effects.  

12. The Working Group on Effects discussed and took note of the decisions made by the 
Executive Body, as well as the deliberations of the subsidiary bodies under the Convention, 
and agreed to bear them in mind when discussing its future activities, in particular when 
preparing effects-related amendments to the text of the Gothenburg Protocol and its 
annexes and when elaborating effects-related input to the revisions of the Protocol on 
Heavy Metals and the Protocol on POPs.  

13. The Working Group welcomed the proposal of the EMEP Steering Body Chair to 
hold a joint workshop in 2011 on issues common to EMEP and Working Group on Effects, 
and agreed to discuss that issue between the Bureaux of both subsidiary bodies.  

 III. Recent results and updating of scientific and  
technical knowledge 

 A. Recent effects-oriented activities 

14. The Chair of the Working Group introduced the 2010 joint report by the 
International Cooperative Programmes (ICPs),1 the Joint Task Force on the Health Aspects 
of Air Pollution (Task Force on Health) and the Joint Expert Group on Dynamic Modelling, 
on progress in effects-oriented activities (ECE/EB.AIR/WG.1/2010/3). The key results, 
both scientific and policy related, were presented in the main text of the joint report, while 
the annexes described the recent activities of the programmes and listed their recent 
relevant publications. The representatives from the lead country or coordination centre of 
each programme presented their recent achievements, activities and publications. 

  
 1 Namely, the ICP on Assessment and Monitoring of Air Pollution Effects on Forests (ICP Forests), the 

ICP on Assessment and Monitoring of the Effects of Air Pollution on Rivers and Lakes (ICP Waters), 
the ICP on Effects of Air Pollution on Materials, including Historic and Cultural Monuments (ICP 
Materials), the ICP on Effects of Air Pollution on Natural Vegetation and Crops (ICP Vegetation), the 
ICP on Integrated Monitoring of Air Pollution Effects on Ecosystems (ICP Integrated Monitoring), 
the ICP on Modelling and Mapping of Critical Levels and Loads and Air Pollution Effects, Risks and 
Trends (ICP Modelling and Mapping). 
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15. The Working Group:  

 (a) Took note of the recent activities and publications of the ICPs and their task 
forces, the Task Force on Health and the Joint Expert Group (ECE/EB.AIR/WG.1/2010/3, 
annexes I–VII); expressed the need to further harmonize the structure and content of the 
annexes to the joint report; and noted with satisfaction the continuing functions of all 
programme centres; 

 (b) Took note of the twenty-sixth meeting of the ICP Forests Task Force, ICP 
Forest participation in various international projects, including a European Union (EU)-
level Forest Monitoring System project — FutMon — and a more intensive participation of 
the United States; as well as of several journal papers and publications in 2009;  

 (c) Took note of the twenty-fifth session of the ICP Waters Task Force; and 
welcomed several recent publications of ICP Waters, including “An assessment of Hg2 in 
the freshwater aquatic environment related to long-range transported air pollution in Europe 
and North America”;  

 (d) Took note of the twenty-sixth session of the ICP Materials Task Force, which 
was held in connection with an international workshop on corrosion exposures; and 
acknowledged cooperation with parties to the Malé Declaration on Control and Prevention 
of Air Pollution and its Likely Transboundary Effects for South Asia and to the Air 
Pollution Information Network for Africa (APINA), as well as collaboration with the 
Global Atmospheric Pollution Forum (GAPF); 

 (e) Took note of the twenty-third session of the ICP Vegetation Task Force and 
the workshop on flux-based assessment of ozone effects for air pollution policy, welcomed 
the work by ICP Vegetation on outreach activities, and took note of several journal papers 
published in 2009-2010 and also its latest annual report; 

 (f) Took note of the eighteenth session of the ICP Integrated Monitoring Task 
Force and a workshop on the assessment of programme data, noted the participation of ICP 
Integrated Modelling in several international projects, including ALTER-Net, LTER-
Europe network and LifeWatch; and took note of its 2010 annual report;  

 (g) Took note of the twenty-sixth session of ICP Modelling and Mapping Task 
Force and the twentieth Coordination Centre for Effects (CCE) workshop; welcomed ICP 
Modelling and Mapping’s collaboration with experts working with the EU Habitat 
Directive and other international collaboration, including with United States; and took note 
of several recent publications by the ICP, including the “Use of dynamic soil-vegetation 
models to assess impacts of nitrogen deposition on plant species composition: on 
overview”, which had appeared recently in Ecological Applications;  

 (h) Endorsed the proposal made at the twenty-sixth meeting of the Task Force of 
ICP Modelling and Mapping (Paris, 22–23 April 2010) to issue a call for data to National 
Focal Centres (NFCs) in autumn 2010 (deadline, spring 2011) with the following aims: 

 (i) To increase the resolution of critical loads to allow an adequate assessment 
 of exceedances in view of the new resolution of EMEP dispersion modelling; 

 (ii) To invite NFCs to apply to national nature areas a revised table of empirical 
 critical loads which was expected to be obtained as a result of a United Nations 
 Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) workshop that had been held in 
 Noordwijkerhout (the Netherlands) from 23 to 25 June 2010; 

  
 2 Mercury.  



ECE/EB.AIR/WG.1/2010/2 

 5 

 (iii) To encourage NFCs to relate to national habitat experts in Parties to the 
 Convention, including national focal points in EU member States which were
 responsible for reporting requirements under article 17 of the EU Habitats 
 Directive; 

 (iv) To continue work on an extended very simple dynamic model (VSD+) and 
 vegetation modelling, including the assessment of interactions between effects of air 
 pollution and climate change; 

 (i) Took note of the thirteenth session of the Task Force on Health and 
welcomed the finalization of European Environment and Health Information Systems 
(ENHIS) fact sheet by the World Health Organization (WHO) “Exposure of children to air 
pollution (particulate matter) in outdoor air”;  

 (j) Took note of the tenth session of Joint Expert Group on Dynamic Modelling 
and of the proposals from the Expert Group to continue its activities, and requested it to 
report on progress made to the Working Group at its next session. 

 B. Common aspects of the International Cooperative Programmes,  
the Task Force on Health and the Joint Expert Group on  
Dynamic Modelling 

16. The Chair noted the closer and more effective cooperation between the ICPs, as well 
as with the EMEP Steering Body and its centres and with other subsidiary bodies of the 
Convention, and presented the need to consider the future role and activities of the Working 
Group, in particular after possible amendments to the three most recent protocols.  

17. The Working Group reiterated that effects-oriented activities would remain 
important for evaluating the sufficiency and effectiveness of emission reductions, in 
particular for those set out in the Gothenburg Protocol and its possible amended version. 
Integration of air pollution effects with climate change, land use and other drives would 
also be essential.  

18. A representative of CCE described the methodology for ex post analyses. Those 
would be carried out by all ICPs, using pollutant load data for scenarios from models of 
EMEP and the Centre for Integrated Assessment Modelling (CIAM).  

19. Following a discussion, the Working Group agreed that it would consider using data 
from European background databases held at ICP Modelling and Mapping and CCE to 
evaluate relationships between nitrogen loads and relevant indicators for changes of 
chemistry and biological diversity when Parties’ contributions were lacking, and provided 
that results would only be presented to compare impacts of scenarios in relative terms. 

20. The Working Group and Chair of the EMEP Steering Body recommended the 
review of the implications for exceedance computations of using the linearized version 
(with application of source receptor matrices) or the full EMEP model at a forthcoming 
uncertainty workshop of the Task Force on Integrated Assessment Modelling to be held in 
Laxenburg, Austria, on 3 and 4 November 2010. 

21. ICP Modelling and Mapping (ICP M&M) contributed to ex post analysis of the 
other ICPs and their task forces by providing appropriate and formatted data from the 
International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis and EMEP/Meteorological 
Synthesizing Centre-West (MSC-W). ICP M&M also calculated relevant output for various 
indicators (empirical critical loads exceedance, exceedances on Natura 2000 sites, and 
dynamic modelling). Similar activity would be conducted when new scenarios were 
proposed by the Task Force on Integrated Assessment Modelling.  
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22. The Working Group recommended that the Task Force on Integrated Assessment 
Modelling should consult the Working Group community to develop effect-oriented targets 
for the new hybrid scenarios requested by Working Group on Strategies and Review.   

23. The Working Group appreciated the efforts and contributions from all programmes 
to the policy-relevant processes of the Convention, in particular the efforts on ex post 
analysis for the revision of the Gothenburg Protocol and the identification of policy-
relevant indicators for air pollution effects on biodiversity; 

 C. Updating of scientific and technical knowledge 

24. The Chair drew attention to the pollutant-specific topics for the presentations on 
recent results from the activities of the ICPs. The 2010 joint report had been compiled to 
support the programme presentations under pollutant-specific topics. The presentations 
drew largely from the 2010 joint report and the technical reports of the ICPs.  

 1. Acidification and eutrophication 

25. The Working Group noted with appreciation the range and quality of the work being 
done on acidification and eutrophication, and: 

(a) Took note of the continuation of work of ICP Forests on trends in deposition 
and soil solution, and asked the ICP Forest Programme Coordinating Centre to encourage 
its national focal points to make available their critical loads data and calculations to the 
national focal centres of ICP M&M[KO1]; 

(b) Noted the results of ICP Waters on effects of atmospheric nitrogen on 
biology in oligotrophic waters. The recent results could also be used for the revision of 
empirical critical loads; 

(c) Took note of the ICP Integrated Monitoring (ICP IM) report, which 
highlighted that the acid-neutralizing capacity (ANC) had shown increasing trends both in 
deposition and run-off water chemistry, thus indicating continuing recovery from 
acidification. Calculations of critical loads for acidification and eutrophication for terrestrial 
and aquatic ecosystems had been done at ICP Integrated Monitoring sites using site-specific 
data. The results gave confidence in the regional scale critical loads mapping approach used 
in integrated assessment. Continued work in that field was ongoing; 

(d) Took note of the continuing efforts of the Joint Expert Group on Dynamic 
Modelling to facilitate the exchange of information and harmonization of the development 
of dynamic models across all ICPs, as well as in support of the Working Group’s 
contribution to the review of the Gothenburg Protocol. A focus of dynamic modelling was 
to take into account the combined effects of air pollution, climate change and land use; 

(e) Recognized the need for an in-depth discussion on end-points and 
biodiversity indicators that were relevant to the Convention, and in relation to other issues 
(e.g., as mentioned in the long-term strategy for the Convention). 

 2. Ozone 

26. The Head of the Programme Centre of ICP Vegetation presented 10 new or revised 
flux-based critical levels of ozone for vegetation, which had been included in the revision 
of chapter 3 of the Modelling and Mapping Manual. From those flux-based critical levels, 
policy-relevant indicators for ozone effects on vegetation were proposed to protect against 
loss of food supplies; carbon storage and other ecosystem services; and vitality of 
(semi)natural vegetation. 
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27. The Chair of Task Force Health presented updated results on the evidence for 
adverse health effects related to both long-term and short-term exposure to ozone. 

28. The Working Group on Effects welcomed the progress made and the new results 
obtained regarding O3 effects, and:  

(a) Noted the results from ICP Vegetation on gathering evidence of impacts of 
O3 to vegetation, and took note that flux-based O3 assessment would give more accurate 
results on impacts on vegetation compared to the concentration-based approach;  

(b) Noted the results of the Task Force on Health that O3 impacts might be 
underestimated, as long-term accumulated effects could be more important than suggested 
by current information based on short-term effects, and that long-term accumulating effects 
should be considered in future;  

(c) Reiterated, based on further analysis during the past year, the conclusions 
related to the O3 effects, and decided to remind the Executive Body on the necessary action, 
namely that policies aiming only at health effects would not protect vegetation from O3 
effects in the large areas in Europe, and recommended that flux-based methods be used in 
integrated assessment modelling for vegetation effects, in particular in work for the revision 
of the Gothenburg Protocol.  

 3. Particulate matter, heavy metals, persistent organic pollutants and  
cross-cutting issues 

29. The Head of CCE informed the Working Group about a study commissioned by the 
Dutch Ministry of Housing, Spatial Planning and the Environment that had been conducted 
by CCE in collaboration with Netherlands Organisation for Applied Scientific Research 
TNO and MSC-W to assess — for four scenarios — the impact of the revision of the 
Protocol on Heavy Metals with respect to emissions, costs, depositions and exceedances. 
Lead and mercury emissions reductions had been reflected in the lowering of critical load 
exceedances everywhere. Yet, broad parts of Europe’s nature remained at risk especially 
from mercury pollution. Re-suspension remained a large source of uncertainty in the results 
and needed to be further investigated.  

30. The Chair of Task Force on Health presented updated knowledge on the health 
effects of particulate matter (PM), which confirmed the WHO Air Quality Guidelines 
Global Update 2005 on the increased morbidity and mortality related to long-term exposure 
to fine PM (PM2,5), and provided examples of exposure of PM to the population in parts of 
Europe. 

31. The Chair of Task Force on Health informed the Working Group on the evaluation 
of health hazards of five new POPs for inclusion in the 1998 POPs Protocol.  

32. The Working Group on Effects expressed its appreciation for the work on PM, 
heavy metals, POPs, and cross-cutting issues, and: 

(a) Noted the work of ICP Waters on mercury levels in many fish species and its 
conclusion that the levels were higher than recommended for human consumption in a large 
number of lakes in the northern boreal zone; and emphasized that future mercury levels 
might be increased not only by atmospheric pollution, but also due to land use changes and 
climate warming;  

(b) Took note of the work of ICP Materials to assess the stock of materials at 
risk, including cultural heritage;  

(c) Took note of ICP Vegetation’s continued survey results on spatial and 
temporal trends of heavy metal accumulation in mosses, and the pilot study on the possible 
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use of mosses as indicators for deposition of POPs; and noted that moss data were useful 
for further validation of the EMEP model;  

(d) Noted the recent work of ICP Integrated Monitoring on heavy metals at its 
monitoring sites; 

(e) Noted the work of CCE on the revision of the Heavy Metals Protocol with 
respect to, inter alia, exceedances of critical loads for lead, cadmium and mercury;  

(f) Took note with appreciation of the continuing assessment of the health 
effects of PM by the Task Force on Health; noted that health risks by PM might be larger 
than suggested by earlier studies; and welcomed the report on the health risks of air 
pollution from biomass combustion through exposure to PM.  

 D. Information on forthcoming workshops and technical meetings 

33. The secretariat provided a brief update on forthcoming workshops and technical 
meetings relevant for the Convention later in 2010 and in 2011. The Chair encouraged 
Parties and organizers to provide to the secretariat information on any changes to the 
current list of meetings that was continuously updated on the UNECE website.  

34. The Working Group welcomed the preparations for various workshops and meetings 
relevant to the effects-oriented activities. It requested their organizers to collaborate closely 
with the respective bodies and the secretariat in the preparations and to invite Parties to 
actively participate in them. 

 IV. Further development of effects-oriented activities 

 A. Outreach activities 

35. Outreach activities and cooperation with Parties within and outside the Convention 
had been on the agenda of the Working Group sessions since the Executive Body, at its 
twenty-fifth session in 2007, had invited all bodies to review all their current activities 
linked to outreach and to explore opportunities for including items on outreach in their 
future workplans.  

36. The Working Group on Effects took note of the outreach activities and cooperation 
with Malé and APINA Parties, as reported by programmes, and encouraged the 
programmes to continue and enhance their outreach activities.  

37. The Working Group  welcomed the information presented by Armenia and 
Azerbaijan on their various programmes and activities related to air quality and 
congratulated both Parties on their successful national efforts, especially with respect to 
new air pollution-related legislation, identification of main pollutant emission sources, 
work on air quality improvement programmes and efforts at establishing first-level EMEP 
measurement stations. 

 B. Draft 2011 workplan for implementation of the Convention  

38. In introducing the draft 2011 workplan for the for implementation of the Convention 
in relation to further development of the effects-oriented activities 
(ECE/EB.AIR/WG.5/2010/16), the Chair noted that its preparation had come in response to 
the Executive Body’s invitation to harmonize as much as possible the workplans of the 
Working Group on Effects and of the EMEP Steering Body. 
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39. The Working Group considered the draft 2011 workplan for the implementation of 
the Convention, in particular section 3 relating to effects-oriented activities, and agreed to 
recommend to the Executive Body to approve it with the following amendments: 

(a) Add a subparagraph (d) (iv) on ex post analysis by the Working Group on 
Effects in chapter 3.1 on page 20; 

(b) Delete the word “tentatively” in subparagraph (d) in chapter 3.4, Main 
activities by the centres and task forces, on page 22; 

(c) Replace the word “Germany” with “France” and the name “Netherlands 
Environmental Assessment Agency” with “RIVM” in the introductory paragraph in chapter 
3.7, on page 23; 

(d) Replace the word “Ensure” with “Encourage” at the beginning of 
subparagraph (c) (iii), in chapter 3.7 on page 23; 

(e) Add the word “meeting” before the word “reports” in subparagraph (d) in 
chapter 3.7 on page 24; 

(f) Change the dates to “5 to 6 May” in subparagraph (d), under Main activities 
in chapter 3.8 on page 24; 

(g) Delete the part after the comma in subparagraph (c) in chapter 3.9 on 
page 25. 

40. The Working Group:  

(a) Approved the draft 2011 workplan for the implementation of the Convention 
in relation to effects-oriented activities (ECE/EB.AIR/WG.5/2010/16), as amended, and 
agreed to submit it as a revised document to the Executive Body; the amendments made 
referred primarily to the ex post analysis of the Working Group on Effects;  

(b) Agreed that the 2011 workplan items might be used as a basis for the partial 
financing of the programmes by the trust fund for core activities not covered by the EMEP 
Protocol3 (hereinafter, the trust fund); 

(c) Agreed on the importance of continued collaboration with the EMEP 
Steering Body, in particular with its Bureau and programme centres, to ensure that the 
Convention’s priorities, including the work on the revision of the three most recent 
protocols, were addressed effectively, and agreed to bear that in mind when considering 
plans for its future activities, and invited all programmes to do the same.  

 C. Draft long-term strategy of the Convention 

41. The Chair outlined the status of the elaboration of the long-term strategy for the 
Convention, noting the contributions to the discussion on the strategy made during recent 
sessions of the Working Group on Strategies and Review and the EMEP Steering Body.  

42. The Working Group acknowledged that some of the remarks on the long-term 
strategy it had provided to the secretariat in March 2010 had been taken into account in 
document ECE/EB.AIR/WG.5/2010/17. However, the Working Group felt that the text 
should again be scrutinized and modified to improve it further, particularly along the 
following lines: 

  
 3 1984 Geneva Protocol on Long-term Financing of the Cooperative Programme for Monitoring and 

Evaluation of the Long-range Transmission of Air Pollutants in Europe. 
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(a) The Convention strategy should reflect an optimistic vision into the future 
and therefore use a very positive forward-looking language (e.g., using the present or future 
tense instead of the past tense); 

(b) It should emphasize the common sense of purpose that exists within and 
between the different groups in the Convention; 

(c) It should recognize and encourage the continuous effectiveness of the work 
carried out (quality of the work as well as cost effectiveness, and the high amount of 
voluntary contributions in kind). The Working Group is of the opinion that the secretariat 
resources should not determine the strategy of the work of the whole Convention (which 
involves thousands of people). References to the scarce resources in the UNECE secretariat 
should therefore be removed from the text; 

(d) It should also recognize the effectiveness of the communication with the 
scientific community and between the science and the policy communities.  

43. The Working Group on Effects agreed with the general comments on the draft 
strategy expressed by the Chair of the EMEP Steering Body at the twenty ninth session of 
the Working Group of Effects. 

44. The Working Group: 

(a) Acknowledged the importance of a long-term strategy for the Convention to 
set priorities for and to improve the effectiveness of its future work, and agreed that the 
draft strategy prepared by the Chair of the Executive Body (document 
ECE/EB.AIR/WG.5/2010/17) would constitute the basis for further discussions; 

(b) Made a number of amendment proposals to the document, and invited the 
secretariat to reflect the proposals by the delegations in a revised draft document to be 
submitted to the Executive Body at its twenty-eighth session in 2010. 

 V. Financing of effects-oriented activities 

45. In line with the revised decision 2002/1 of the Executive Body, the secretariat 
introduced a note on the financing of effects-oriented activities prepared by the Bureau of 
the Working Group in collaboration with the secretariat (ECE/EB.AIR/WG.1/2010/4 and 
Corr.1). The secretariat presented updated information for the table showing the recent cash 
contributions to the trust fund for 2010.  

46. The secretariat also presented an updated scale of assessments for contributions to 
the trust fund for activities not covered by the EMEP Protocol for 2011, based upon the 
new United Nations scale of assessments adopted by the General Assembly in December 
2009.4  

47. The Working Group: 

(a) Approved the note on the financing of the effects-oriented activities [E2]as 
amended, and decided to submit the information to the Executive Body; 

(b) Approved the table showing the 2011 international coordination costs of 
$2,152,700 for different elements of effects-oriented activities and the provisional estimate 
of $2,152,700 for 2012 and 2013 costs, for submission to the Executive Body; 

  
 4 A/64/482/Add.1. 
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(c) Approved the use of the draft 2011 workplan items as the basis for partial 
funding from the trust fund in 2011; 

(d) Noted with appreciation the essential support provided to the Working Group 
on Effects and its effects-oriented activities by lead countries, countries and organizations 
hosting coordinating centres and organizing meetings, by countries funding activities of 
their national focal centres and by the active participation of their national experts in the 
work under the Convention; 

(e) Noted with appreciation the amount of voluntary cash contributions available 
in 2009 and 2010, but reiterated its invitation to all Parties which had not yet done so to 
provide to the trust fund for financing of the effects-oriented activities, without undue 
delay, the contributions decided by the Executive Body in its revised decision 2002/1. 

 VI. Election of officers 

48. Mr. T. Johannessen (Norway) was re-elected as Chair. Mr. J. Bak (Denmark), Mr. C. 
Nagl (Austria) and Ms. I. Rabago (Spain) were re-elected as Vice-Chairs. The Working 
Group noted with appreciation the support from Mr. T. Clair (Canada) and from Ms. I. 
Skorepova (Czech Republic), who had both stepped down from their posts as Vice-Chairs. 
It elected Ms. Gudrun Schuetze (Germany) and Ms. Rosa Wu (Canada) as new Vice-
Chairs. The Working Group noted with appreciation the considerable contributions of its 
Chair and the Bureau to the recent important results, and expressed its gratitude.  

 VII. Other business 

49. The secretariat presented a provisional list of meetings for October-December 2010 
and for 2011, which would be updated on the Convention website, and invited all Parties 
and programmes to communicate to it any amendments or new information.  

50. The Chair informed the Working Group that its thirtieth session was tentatively 
scheduled to be held from 27 to 29 September 2011 in Geneva, starting on Tuesday, 
27 September at 10 a.m., pending the decision of the twenty-eighth session of the Executive 
Body.  

 VIII. Adoption of the decisions of the Working Group 

51. The Working Group on Effects adopted the decisions taken during the session.  

    

 


