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  Annotated provisional agenda for the twenty-eighth session 

  To be held at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, starting at 3 p.m.  
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 I. Provisional agenda 

1. Adoption of the agenda. 

2. Adoption of the report of the Executive Body on its 2009 (twenty-seventh) session. 

3. Accreditation of non-governmental organizations. 

4. Matters arising from meetings of the United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe and other related meetings. 

5. Progress in core activities. 

6. Review and revision of protocols. 

7. Compliance with protocol obligations. 

8. Action Plan for the countries of Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia and 
capacity-building activities in countries with economies in transition. 

9. Long-term strategy for the Convention. 

  
 * There are accreditation procedures for all delegates attending meetings at the Palais des Nations. Delegates are 

therefore requested to complete the registration form, which is available from the Convention website 
(http://www.unece.org/env/registration/lrtap.htm), and to transmit it to the secretariat no later than two weeks before 
the meeting. On the day of the meeting, delegates should obtain an identification badge from the Pass and 
Identification Unit at the United Nations Office at Geneva Security and Safety Section at the Pregny gate (14, Avenue 
de la Paix). A map is available on the UNECE website (http://www.unece.org/meetings/UN_Map.pdf). 

GE.10-24827 

http://www.unece.org/env/registration/lrtap.htm
http://www.unece.org/meetings/UN_Map.pdf


ECE/EB.AIR/105 

10. 2011 workplan for the implementation of the Convention. 

11. Draft rules of procedure. 

12. Review of strategies and policies of Parties and Signatories to the Convention for 
the abatement of air pollution. 

13. Activities of bodies of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe and 
international organizations relevant to the Convention. 

14. Financial requirements for the implementation of the Convention. 

15. Other business 

16. Election of officers. 

17. Adoption of decisions taken at the twenty-eighth session. 

 II. Annotations to the provisional agenda 

 1. Adoption of the agenda 

Tentative timing: Monday, 13 December, afternoon 

Documentation: ECE/EB.AIR/105 (Annotated provisional agenda for the twenty-
eighth session) 

The Executive Body is expected to adopt the agenda for its 2010 (twenty-eighth) session as set out in the 
present document. 

 2 Adoption of the report of the Executive Body on its 2009  
(twenty-seventh) session 

Tentative timing: Monday, 13 December, afternoon 

Documentation: ECE/EB.AIR/99 and Adds.1 and 2 (Report of the Executive Body on 
its twenty-seventh session held in Geneva from 14 to 18 December 
2009) 

ECE/EB.AIR/2010/3 (Activities of the Bureau) 

The secretariat will note its preparation of the report on the 2009 (twenty-seventh) session 
and will draw attention to amendments to the 2010 workplan and to other decisions agreed 
by the Bureau in accordance with its revised mandate. The Executive Body is expected to 
adopt the report of its 2009 (twenty-seventh) session, as amended. 

 3. Accreditation of non-governmental organizations 

Tentative timing: Monday, 13 December, afternoon 

Documentation: ECE/EB.AIR/2010/3 (Activities of the Bureau) 

In accordance with decision 2006/11 on the accreditation of non-governmental 
organizations, the Bureau will make recommendations to applications for accreditation. The 
Executive Body is expected to decide upon accreditation.  
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 4. Matters arising from meetings of the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe and other related meetings 

Tentative timing: Monday, 13 December, afternoon 

The secretariat will draw attention to the seventeenth session of the Committee on 
Environmental Policy (2–5 November 2010) and preparations for the seventh 
“Environment for Europe” Ministerial Conference (Astana, 2011). The secretariat will also 
report on the status of the Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution and its 
protocols, noting accessions and ratifications that have taken place over the past year. 

 5. Progress in core activities 

Tentative timing: Monday, 13 December, afternoon 

Documentation: ECE/EB.AIR/GE.1/2010/2 (Report of the Steering Body to the 
Cooperative Programme for Monitoring and Evaluation of the Long-
range Transmission of Air Pollutants in Europe (EMEP) on its thirty-
fourth session) 

 ECE/EB.AIR/WG.1/2010/2 (Report of the Working Group on Effects 
on its twenty-ninth session) 

 ECE/EB.AIR/2010/7 (Report of the Expert Group on Black Carbon) 

 ECE/EB.AIR/2010/11 (Hemispheric Transport of Air Pollution 
Assessment report: Executive summary) 

The Chairs of the Steering Body to EMEP and the Working Group on Effects will present a 
summary of the main issues and results of the thirty-fourth session of the Steering Body to 
EMEP the twenty-ninth session of the Working Group on Effects and highlight conclusions 
and recommendations for consideration by the Executive Body.  

The executive summary of the assessment report from the Task Force on Hemispheric 
Transport of Air Pollution and the Recommendations of the Expert Group on Black Carbon 
will be presented by the respective Co-Chairs.  

The Executive Body is expected to take note of the latest scientific results under EMEP and 
the Working Group on Effects. 

The Executive Body is expected to discuss the implications of the reports of the Task Force 
on  Hemispheric Transport of Air Pollution and the Expert Group on Black Carbon for the 
revision of the 1999 Gothenburg Protocol to Abate Acidification, Eutrophication and 
Ground-level Ozone (Gothenburg Protocol), and for the Heavy Metals and Persistent 
Organic Pollutants Protocols in subsequent agenda items.  

. 6. Review and revision of protocols  

Tentative timing: Tuesday 14 December, morning 

Documentation: ECE/EB.AIR/WG.5/100 (Report of the Working Group on Strategies 
and Review on its forty-sixth session) 

 ECE/EB.AIR/WG.5/102 (Report of the Working Group on Strategies 
and Review on its forty-seventh session) 

 ECE/EB.AIR/WG.5/2010/8 (Report of the Task Force on Persistent 
Organic Pollutants) 
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The Chair of the Working Group on Strategies and Review will introduce this agenda item 
by referring to the discussions and decisions of the Working Group at its forty-sixth and 
forty-seventh sessions. The Executive Body is expected to take note of the reports and to 
consider relevant conclusions and recommendations for the following: 

 (a) Gothenburg Protocol. The Reports of the forty-sixth and forty-seventh 
sessions of the Working Group on Strategies and Review provide information on progress 
in the revision of the Gothenburg Protocol. The Chair will highlight the conclusions of the 
Working Group with regard to the revision of the Protocol text and its annexes which 
require decisions from the Executive Body. The Executive Body is expected to provide 
guidance for further work, in particular with regard to the reports of the Task Force on 
Hemispheric Transport of Air Pollution and the Expert Group on Black Carbon. More 
specifically, inter alia, the Executive Body will wish to discuss the recommendations of the 
Task Force on global cooperation and to explore the implications of the significant role of 
methane in ozone formation. The report of the Expert Group on Black Carbon makes 
recommendations which the Executive Body is expected to discuss and to decide a way 
forward. The Executive Body should also discuss and decide upon possible future roles of 
the Task Force and the Expert Group; 

 (b) Protocol on Heavy Metals. The Reports of the Working Group on Strategies 
and Review provide information on progress in the revision of the Protocol on Heavy 
Metals. The Chair will inform the Executive Body about the conclusions of the Task Force 
on Heavy Metals on the track B technical review of the proposal by the European Union 
(EU) to add certain mercury-containing products to annex VI to the Protocol on Heavy 
Metals (ECE/EB.AIR/WG.5/2010/9). The Executive Body, and in particular Parties to the 
Protocol on Heavy Metals, are expected to consider providing a negotiation mandate for 
amendments to annex VI to the Protocol on product measures and for consequential 
changes to the Protocol text and its annexes on the basis of the EU proposal; 

 (c) Protocol on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs). The Executive Body is 
expected to consider the report of the Task Force on POPs presenting further work on the 
technical reviews of endosulfan, dicofol, hexabromocyclododecane (HBCD), 
pentachlorophenol (PCP)/pentachloroanisole (PCA) and trifluralin. The Executive Body, 
and in particular Parties to the Protocol on POPs, are also expected to consider, as 
recommended by the Working Group on Strategies and Review and in line with the Task 
Force report, whether trifluralin and PCP/PCA are POPs within the meaning of the 
Protocol; furthermore, they are expected to consider providing to the Working Group on 
Strategies and Review a negotiation mandate for listing endosulfan and dicofol in annex I 
and for listing HBCD in annex I or in annex II to the Protocol. 

 7. Compliance with protocol obligations 

Tentative timing: Tuesday 15 December, afternoon 

Documentation: ECE/EB.AIR/2010/2 (Compliance with protocol obligations, 
Implementation Committee report) 

  ECE/EB.AIR/2010/6 (Draft recommendations for the Executive 
Body) 

The Chair of the Implementation Committee will present the Committee’s thirteenth report 
on compliance by individual Parties with their protocol obligations. The Executive Body is 
expected to consider the Committee’s recommendations. 

At its twenty-seventh session, the Executive Body elected four new members to the 
Implementation Committee for a term of two years and re-elected three members for a 
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further period of two years. At its twenty-sixth session, the Executive Body elected two 
new members to the Committee for a period of two years. Those elected at the twenty-sixth 
session have now completed their terms of office, and elections are necessary.  

 8. Action plan for the countries of Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and 
Central Asia and capacity-building activities in countries with 
economies in transition 

Tentative timing: Tuesday, 14 December, afternoon 

The secretariat will provide information on progress in activities and projects aimed at 
implementation of the Action Plan for the countries of Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and 
Central Asia adopted by the Executive Body, as well on ongoing projects in South-Eastern 
Europe. Delegations will be invited to provide information on their efforts to implement 
and ratify the most recent protocols under the Convention and any needs for capacity-
building and assistance. The delegation of the Russian Federation will present plans for the 
future work of the Coordinating Group on the promotion of actions towards implementation 
of the Convention in Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia. The Executive Body 
is expected to note this information and include any new planned activities and necessary 
actions for further implementation of the Action Plan in the workplan for 2011. 

 9. Long-term strategy for the Convention 

Tentative timing: Wednesday, 15 December, morning 

Documentation: ECE/EB.AIR/2010/4 (Long-term strategy for the Convention) 

The Executive Body is expected to discuss and adopt the long-term strategy, finalized by 
the Bureau in accordance with the guidance given to it at the Executive Body’s 2009 
(twenty-seventh) session and reflecting comments and proposals for modification made by 
the main subsidiary bodies. 

 10. 2011 workplan for the implementation of the Convention 

Tentative timing: Wednesday, 15 December, afternoon 

Documentation: ECE/EB.AIR/2010/5 (Draft 2011 workplan for the implementation of 
the Convention)  

The Executive Body is expected to discuss and agree on a workplan for the implementation 
of the Convention in 2011, also taking into account its medium-term requirements. 
Comments and suggestions made by the Working Group on Effects, the Steering Body to 
EMEP and the Working Group on Strategies and Review on the workplan are contained in 
the reports of their sessions. The Executive Body is expected to take these into account, as 
well as the discussions under items 5–9 above, and to provide guidance to the secretariat for 
the finalization of the 2011 workplan and the elaboration of workplans in the future. 
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 11. Draft rules of procedure 

Tentative timing: Thursday, 16 December, morning 

Documentation: ECE/EB.AIR/2010/10 (Draft rules of procedure)  

The Executive Body is expected to discuss and adopt the draft rules of procedure for the 
Convention and its Protocols developed by the ad hoc group of legal experts as requested at 
the Executive Body’s twenty-seventh session.  

 12. Review of strategies and policies of Parties and Signatories to the 
Convention for the abatement of air pollution 

Tentative timing: Thursday, 16 December, morning 

Documentation: ECE/EB.AIR/2010/8 and Add.1 and Add.2 (2010 Strategies and 
Policies Review) 

The Executive Body will have before it a draft report on strategies and policies prepared by 
the secretariat and a consultant, and based upon the responses of Parties to the 2010 
questionnaire. The Executive Body may wish to provide advice on the finalization of the 
report and approve its subsequent publication.   

 13. Activities of bodies of the United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe and international organizations relevant to the Convention 

Tentative timing: Thursday, 17 December, afternoon 

The secretariat will report on relevant activities of bodies of the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe (UNECE). Representatives of international organizations (e.g., the 
United Nations Environment Programme, the World Health Organization and the World 
Meteorological Organization) will be invited to provide information on their activities of 
particular relevance to the Convention. Representatives of organizations and networks from 
outside the region are invited to give information on existing and potential areas of 
collaboration with the Convention. The European Union will be invited to provide 
additional relevant information on the revision of the National Emission Ceilings Directive, 
collaboration with the Convention’s technical bodies and programme centres, and future 
cooperation with the Convention. The Executive Body is expected to take note of this 
information. 

 14. Financial requirements for the implementation of the Convention 

Tentative timing: Friday, 18 December, morning 

Documentation: ECE/EB.AIR/2010/1 (Financial requirements for the implementation 
of the Convention) 

The Executive Body is expected to consider the status of the Convention and take the 
necessary steps to meet the costs of implementing the workplan. In particular, the budgets 
for 2011 for EMEP, and for the core activities not covered by the EMEP Protocol,1 as well 

  

 
 1 The 1984 Geneva Protocol on Long-term Financing of the Cooperative Programme for 
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as provisional budgeted amounts for the future will be adopted under this agenda item. The 
secretariat will present information on contributions provided to support activities for the 
implementation of the Convention and to its protocols in countries with economies in 
transition and to strengthen the secretariat resources to enable it to organize such activities. 
The Executive Body is also expected to adopt a budget for future work in this area. 

 15. Other business  

Tentative timing: Friday, 17 December, morning 

At the time of writing, the secretariat had no points to propose under this agenda item. 

 16. Election of officers  

Tentative timing: Friday, 17 December, morning 

The Bureau of the Executive Body currently comprises one chair and seven vice-chairs, 
including the chairs of the four major subsidiary bodies. The Executive Body is expected to 
elect these officers. They constitute the Bureau and will remain in office over the next 
session. The Executive Body is also expected to elect the chairs of the Working Group on 
Strategies and Review and of the Implementation Committee. 

 17. Adoption of decisions taken at the twenty-eighth session 

Tentative timing: Friday, 17 December, afternoon 

In accordance with the revised practice adopted by the Executive Body at its twenty-third 
session (ECE/EB.AIR/87, para. 73 (b)), and the decision taken at its twenty-fifth session to 
continue the practice for a further two years (ECE/EB.AIR/91, para. 96 (a)), the Executive 
Body may wish to continue this practice and adopt its decisions taken during the session. 
The draft report of the session, reflecting the adopted decisions, will be finalized by the 
Chair in consultation with the secretariat following the session. It will then be posted on the 
Convention’s website. The report will be presented for adoption at the Executive Body’s 
twenty-ninth session.  

    

 

  
Monitoring and Evaluation of the Long-range Transmission of Air Pollutants in Europe. 
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