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l. PROVISIONAL AGENDA

1. Adoption of the agenda.

2. Guide to implementing the Convention.
3. Amendment to articles 25 and 26 of the Coneenti
4. Future activities of the Legal Board.

Delegates attending meetings at the Palais désridaare requested to complete the registratiom fo
available on the UNECE website (http://www.uneog/@nv/water/meetings/legal_board/legal_board.him)ta
transmit it to the UNECE secretariat no later thao weeks before the meeting, i.e. by 15 April 200@e-mail
(olga.carlos@unece.orgOn their way to the meeting, delegates shoutdinlkan identification badge at the Pass
and Identification Unit of the United Nations Offi@at Geneva’s Security and Safety Section, locattéide Pregny
Gate, 14, Avenue de la Paix (see the map on the@ENEebsite http://www.unece.org/meetings/practical.ptrim
case of difficulty, please contact the secretdnetelephone at +41 22 917 1926.
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5. Other business.
6. Closing of the meeting.
. BACKGROUND AND PRACTICAL INFORMATION
1. The Convention’s Bureau decided that a guide toestdegal and practical implications

of ratification and implementation of the Conventiwas the most effective response to the
requests for assistance for accession to the Ctiomemade by Georgia and the former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia in 2008. The Legaail and the Working Group on
Integrated Water Resources Management were erdrissfgrovide, respectively, legal
explanations of the Convention’s provisions anatfical advice on their implementation.

2. Following this decision, the fifth meeting of thedal Board (Geneva, 2—3 October
2008) prepared a concept of the Guide and establiatdrafting group to work on its text. In
turn, the third meeting of the Working Group orelriated Water Resources Management
(Rome, 22—-24 October 2008) provided comments ot concept of the Guide and stressed
the need to engage water experts in the draftiogpgis work.

3. The drafting group formed to elaborate the drafid@wn the basis of the inputs and
comments by the Legal Board and the Working Greugpmposed of legal and water experts
from the following countries and organizations: &z&epublic, Finland, Georgia, Greece,
Hungary, Italy, Slovakia, the former Yugoslav Reluibf Macedonia, Ukraine, European
ECO-Forum and the University of Dundee (United Kiam). The drafting group held its first
meeting in Geneva on 15 and 16 December 2008 ettend meeting is scheduled to be held on
17 and 18 February 2009.

4, One of the major objectives of the sixth meetinghef Legal Board is to discuss and
further elaborate the draft Guide for its submisgmthe fifth meeting of the Parties (10-12
November 2009) through the Working Group. The fattdl hold its fourth meeting from 8 to

10 July 2009. Considering that there is little tiavailable to finalize the draft Guide and a very
limited number of intergovernmental meetings betbeGuide’s formal adoption, it is crucial
that not only legal but also water experts take ipathe sixth meeting of the Legal Board so to
ensure a comprehensive approach for the Guideslal@went. Thus, countries may consider
nominating two representatives for this meeting.

5. Participants are requested to complete the retimirborm available online
(http://Iwww.unece.org/env/water/meetings/legal_ddagal board.htm) and to transmit it by
e-mail to the secretariat (olga.carlos@unece.@@pan as possible, but not later than 15 April
2009.

6. Eligible participants from countries with economiedransition may apply for financial
support to facilitate their participation in the eti@g. Requestsfor financial support should be
submitted to UNECE by e-mail (olga.carlos@unece.or g), together with the completed
registration form, as soon as possible, but not later than 16 Mar ch 2009.
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7. The working languages of the Legal Board are Ehghksench and Russian. Documents
for its sixth meeting will be available in Engliaghd Russian only (with the exception of the
provisional agenda, which will be also availablé-nench). Documents for the meeting will be
posted online at: http://www.unece.org/env/watestimgs/legal_board/legal_board.htm.

[11. ANNOTATIONSTO THE AGENDA

Item 1: Adoption of the agenda
(Wednesday, 29 April 2009, 10 a-A10:10 a.m.)

8. The Legal Board is expected to adopt its agendiagut in the present document.

Item 2: Guideto implementing the Convention
(Wednesday, 29 April 2009, 10:10 a.m. — 6 p.m. and
Thursday, 30 April 2009, 9:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.)

9. Mr. Attila Tanzi, Chairperson of the Legal Board|lwecall the decisions by the fifth
meeting of the Legal Board (ECE/MP.WAT/AC.4/200842d the third meeting of the Working
Group on Integrated Water Resources Management/{#ERBVAT/WG.1/2008/2) related to the
development of the Guide. Furthermore, he will figprticipants on the approach to developing
the Guide adopted by the drafting group and wplré on the progress in group’s work.

10.  The Chairperson will introduce the draft Guide ¢imhal document LB-Inf.%) and will
invite participants to provide their comments te tbxt.

11. The Legal Board will comment and further elabothtedraft Guide as well as to

propose examples for illustrating implementatiospécific provisions of the Convention. To
effectively organize the discussion, delegatiomsraquested to provide the secretariat with their
written comments and proposals prior to the meeting

12.  The Legal Board will agree on the steps needeth&diZe the draft Guide and will
provide guidance for the further work of the dradtigroup to ensure submission of the draft
Guide to the fifth meeting of the Parties throulyd YWorking Group.

Item 3: Amendment to articles 25 and 26 of the Convention
(Thursday, 30 April 2009, 2:30 p.m. =3 p.m.)

13.  The Chairperson of the Working Group will informethegal Board about actions taken
by Switzerland to encourage ratification of the adraent to articles 25 and 26 of the
Convention, which opens the Convention for accesgiaountries outside the UNECE region.
The Legal Board will advice on how to promote fertisuch ratification.

! The draft Guide is expected to be available for memts in the beginning of April 2009.
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Item 4: Futureactivities of the L egal Board and workplan for 2010-2012
(Thursday, 30 April 2009, 3 p.m. — 4:45 p.m.)

14.  On the basis of past activities — especially exgpexe with the Guide’s elaboration — as
well as discussion under previous agenda itemd.gbal Board will discuss and agree on its
draft workplan for 2010-2012 to be submitted toNeeting of the Parties.

15. In particular, the Legal Board might wish to comsithat, at its third meeting, the
Working Group reiterated the importance of ratifica, effective implementation and
compliance with the Convention and suggested HeaConvention’s workplan for 2010-2012
contain an item related to support for implementatind ratification. The Legal Board might
therefore discuss how to make such proposal canddgitions might include, for example, a
review of implementation of and performance basedeilf-evaluation by Parties linked to the
Guide. In the longer term, Parties may wish to aersa more formalized framework, of non-
confrontational nature, to monitor their compliangga-vis the Convention. They might entrust
the Legal Board with the definition of such a framoek. Another possible focus of the Legal
Board'’s future work could be providing advisory\see to non-Parties and helping to facilitate
ratification through country-specific activitiesh&@ Guide is expected to be the key reference
material for both areas of work.

Item 5: Other business
(Thursday, 30 April 2009, 4:45 p.m.—4:50 p.m.)

16.  Atthe time of writing, the secretariat had no pgeito propose under this item.

Item 6: Closing of the meeting
(Thursday, 30 April 2009, 4:50 p.m.—5 p.m.)

17.  The Chairperson will summarize the major outconfah@ meeting and will close it on
Thursday, 30 April 2009 at 5 p.m.



