UNITED
NATIONS E

Distr.
GENERAL

ECE/CEP/AC.13/2009/9
27 January 2009

Original: ENGLISH

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY

UNECE Steering Committee on Education for SustdenBlevelopment
Fourth meeting

Geneva, 19-20 February 2009
Item 4 of the provisional agenda

CONTRIBUTION TO THE UNESCO WORLD CONFERENCE
ON EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

PROPOSED CONTRIBUTION TO THE CONFERENCE DECLARATION:
UNECE STRATEGY FOR EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Note by the secretariat

I ntroduction

1. The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Grdt Organization (UNESCO) and the
German Federal Ministry of Education and Researaooperation with the German
Commission for UNESCO are organizing the World @oaifhce on Education for Sustainable
Development (ESD) (“Moving into the Second Halttleé United Nations Decade of ESD”)
scheduled to take place in Bonn (Germany) from 2itdi to 2 April 2009. The Steering
Committee decided at its last meeting to scheds®urth meeting in due time so as to provide
regional input to the UNESCO World Conference oERd requested its Bureau and the
secretariat to follow up on its decisions (ECE/CKEP/3/2008/2, paras. 26 and 40).

2. The Conference will focus on four objectives: (gjhtighting the relevance of ESD to
the entire education sector and to achieving guatiucation; (b) promoting international
exchange on ESD; (c) reviewing the implementatibtine United Nations Decade of ESD;

! This document was submitted on the above datBaw fr consultation with the Bureau.
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and (d) agreeing on strategic directions for thg feavard. The Conference will comprise a
high-level segment, plenary and workshop sessgds;events, excursions and an exhibition of
good practices. A declaration reflecting the debated proposing guidelines for the
implementation of the United Nations Decade of E®BIDng its second half will be adopted.

3. In the United Nations Economic Commission for E&@PWNECE) region the United
Nations Decade of ESD is implemented through th&OHN Strategy for ESDtherefore it is
important to reflect the progress and perspeciivéise Strategy’s realization in the Conference
Declaration. Within this scope, a two-page text has Ipgepared in accordance with the
template received from the organizers. The tegtrisctured following the four objectives of the
Conference and is based on ESD-related UNECE dausnrefer to para.5).

4. In this context, it is essential that the partitipge UNECE member States promote the
Strategy and its implementation through statemandsinterventions at the Conference, as well
as ensure its inclusion in the Conference outco@esference participants should also take into
account in the work of the Conference the ESD-@iewutcomes of the Sixth Ministerial
Conference “Environment for Europe” (Belgrade, Z0€ctober 2007), providing findings and
commitments made by the ministers of educationadrtde environment in relation to ESD in
the region. These include the Conference Minidt®elaration
(ECE/BELGRADE.CONF/2007/8, paras.11 and 12), thetJetatement on ESD
(ECE/BELGRADE.CONF/2007/4/Add.1) and the Chair'sv8oary of the joint session on ESD
(ECE/BELGRADE.CONF/2007/4/Add.3).

5. The below text was revised in the light of commentsle by the Bureau and is
submitted to the Steering Committee for its consitien and approval. Thereafter, the paper
will be submitted to the Conference secretaria asntribution to the draft Conference
Declaration.

l. To highlight the essential contribution of education for sustainable development to
all of education and to achieving quality education

“Why is ESD relevant?”

Text to be included in the Conference Declaration:

In terms of facing the new challenges of the glaiesis and exploring new approaches to
sustainable development, education represents antedprerequisite for empowering society
to make the transition to a sustainable future. ES@ucial for good governance, informed
public decision-making and the promotion of demogrand plays a fundamental role in
overcoming social, economic and environmental engiés. UNECE countries have taken an
important step by adopting the UNECE Strategy f8DE thereby placing ESD high on the
international political agenda.

2 CEP/AC.13/2005/3/Rev.1.

® UNECE Strategy for ESD, as a practical instrunteriacilitate ESD in the region, involving Governnte and
other stakeholders in efforts to integrate ESD aitdorms of education, was adopted in March 2B08%ilnius.
(Lithuania), following a decision by Ministers &kt Fifth Ministerial Conference “Environment foriepe” (Kiev,
May 2003).
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6. There is a widespread concern that our current hdakevelopment is unsustainable
and that our education systems reflect and supipisrmodel to a large extent. We are faced
with a dual challenge of (a) recasting our moded@felopment while (b) preparing our society
for survival in a rapidly changing world. Educatialone cannot solve the world’s problems, but
it is an essential prerequisite for empoweringetydio make the transition to a sustainable
future. ESD is crucial for good governance, infodnpeblic decision-making and the promotion
of democracy, and plays a fundamental role in amring social, economic and environmental
challenges.

7. The UNECE Strategy for ESD, adopted in March 2098 aractical instrument to
facilitate ESD in the region, involves Governmentd ather stakeholders in efforts to integrate
ESD into all forms of education. Work under thea&tgy is pursuing a set of related goals:
ensuring that policies support ESD; promoting soatade development through all forms of
learning, equipping the education sector with thiagetences to engage in ESD, developing
ESD tools and materials, promoting research andldpment of ESD, and strengthening
cooperation on ESD in the UNECE region. Most coestm the UNECE region have education
systems with skilled educators, provide accesasicleducation, grant equal rights to education
for all, and have achieved high levels of literacyl scientific knowledge. But many challenges
still need to be met to implement ESD effectivélgucation systems need to support the
interdisciplinary nature of ESD, civil society negid be more involved and institutional and
material resources need to be mobilized.

8. In their joint Statement on ESD the ministers aietion and of the environment
confirmed in Belgrade their vision for the futueeregion that embraces common values of
solidarity, equality and mutual respect betweerppeaountries and generations, and reaffirmed
the importance of ESD as a capacity-building tbat enables people to make this vision a
reality. Ministers also acknowledged with satisiacthat regional work on ESD is furthering

the outcomes of the World Summit on Sustainableel@ment and contributes substantively to
achievement of the Millennium Development Goals tiredUnited Nations Decade of ESD.

. To promoteinternational exchange on education for sustainable development
“What can we learn from each other?”

Text to be included in the Conference Declaration:

ESD is an interdisciplinary and evolving conceptig sharing experiences at international leyel
is crucial to learn from each other how to orgamiakcies and institutions, which issues to
promote and what methodologies to apply. This exgéamould ultimately help to advance
ESD implementation around the globe. The UNECE Btg&€ommittee on ESD proved to be
an effective forum for Governments and stakeholteshare their knowledge and for shaping
strategies for the future.

9. ESD is still developing as a broad concept that empasses interrelated environmental,
economic and social issues. Although achieving ESfrongly linked to the national and local
priorities, needs and traditions, the internatiealhange is crucial. In this regard, a Steering
Committee on ESD was established to decide on tla¢e8’s implementation and review its
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progress in the UNECE region. It also providesrarfofor exchanging experiences, in particular
at the policy and institutions levels, and is dicafnt mechanism for ESD implementation. It is
comprised of representatives from the educationeandonment sectors, as well as has key
ESD stakeholders participating as observers. Tagrghof knowledge and good practices
among the Strategy stakeholders supports, inteyl@lateral and multilateral activities, case
studies, twinning projects, and workshops at theeggional, regional and national levels.
Participating countries recognize the importanc@eafrning from each other”.

[11.  Tocarry out a stock-taking of United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable
Development implementation

“What have we achieved so far, what are the lestemsit?”

Text to be included in the Conference Declaration:

In the UNECE region, most countries are committeestablishing specific policies and
institutions and have taken practical actions tplament ESD. Some have already developed
national action plans, while others are workingdemeloping them as well as on integrating
ESD in existing strategies and policy frameworkd daveloping activities and projects on ESD.
The key lessons learrfefr advancing ESD are: (a) tomorrow’s decision nmakthose in
kindergarten or in primary school today) requireaal attention; (b) authorities and
stakeholders need to engage in stronger partnsrqoipthe lack of competence in ESD, as wegll
as of adequate ESD materials, are bottleneckshédddncept of ESD should be further
developed to better integrate socio-economic petyas; (e) the use of indigenous and other
traditional and local knowledge needs to be enhgravedi (f) ESD should be used to promote
sustainability not only to certain groups, buthie society as a whole.

10.  To monitor, review and identify countries’ needs-givis implementation of the

Strategy, a reporting mechanism and a reportingdbhave been elaborated, based on
indicators developed for this purpose. The firporéing exercise concludgdn the basis of 36
national implementation reports, that the impleragah had been successful thus far. Most
countries were committed to establishing the pedi@nd institutional and administration
structures. In particular, the countries of Easteurnope, Caucasus and Central Asia had made
evident progress. The countries of South-Easterngeuhad a number of challenges ahead:
many were still taking the prerequisite measuresufgport ESD. Other countries had progressed
significantly. The report also showed that a deediaed governing structure was not an
obstacle, and that countries with a federal stnedhiad made good progress.

11. The report includes detailed findings and highlightskey role of educators. Major
challenges include: (a) giving a special attentmthose in kindergarten or in primary school
today, who are tomorrow’s decision-makers; (b) bodda stronger partnership between
authorities and stakeholders, a precondition; égetbping competences in ESD; (d) capacity-

“ Based on 36 national implementation reports aadtlection of good practices in ESD in the UNE@Hion.

® Learning from each other: achievements, challeagésthe way forward. Report on progress in the
implementation of the UNECE Strategy for ESD (ECEIBRADE.CONF/2007/INF/3 -
ECE/CEP/AC.13/2007/2).
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building for decision makers and other stakehold@)sa more integrative conceptualization of
sustainable development (SD) emerging to allowstmio-economic perspectives to enter ESD;
(f) development of adequate ESD materials at sl (g) enhancing the use of indigenous and
other traditional and local knowledge; and (h) malsaogtainability attractive not only to certain
groups, but to the society as a whole. In the dlobatext, the problems posed by climate
change are a leading example where ESD could Heedpp daily life, as climate change affects
everyone. ESD offers an essential way to shape leulpe and attitudes, and hence can help
address these problems.

12.  Another valuable support to assessing progress ihiE$e collection of good ESD
practices (http://www.unece.org/env/esd/GoodPrastindex.html). Such a collection was
undertaken by UNECE and UNESCO and resulted irsaigublication of good ESD practices in
formal, non-formal and informal education. Such edilons are a key tool for promoting ESD in
the region and worldwide.

IV. Todevelop strategiesfor the way ahead

“Where do we want to go from here?”

Text to be included in the Conference Declaration:

Implementation should be needs-driven and respmrduntry-specific challenges. Next steps
should focus on: (a) developing and implementingponat action plans for ESD; (b) giving
special attention to the development of competeimcESD, in particular among educatorg)
being supportive of educators while ensuring theyehthe competences required; (d) building
support in ESD among administrators at the educatistitution level; (e) promoting stronger
links with economic issues, including through expigreconomic incentives and “greening”
procurement; (f) further enhancing partnershipsihe private sector, in particular with local
businesses; and (g) raising awareness of the paitentitribution of indigenous and other
traditional and local knowledge with respect totaunability.

13. ESD implementation should focus not only on furtsteengthening of policy and
institutional mechanisms and tools, but also oretigng competences, content, teaching tools
and materials. A more integrative conceptualizaisoneeded to better integrate SD with the
environmental education. This could only be achiewéh the promotion of stronger multi-
stakeholder partnerships with both the educati@aheanvironment sectors. One priority activity
for countries should be initiating their nationatian plans.

14. ESD should be promoted through capacity-buildingseminating of good practices and
exchanging positive experiences. Implementatioukhioe needs-driven and respond to
country-specific challenges. Partnerships withgheate sector, in particular with local
businesses, should be further enhanced. Stromderwith economic issues, including through
exploring economic incentives and “greening” pra@caent, should be promoted. Raising

® The Belgrade Ministerial Conference reaffirmedithportance of competences in ESD among educatms of
the Strategy’s objectives.
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awareness of the potential contribution of indigenand other traditional and local knowledge
with respect to sustainability should also be giadention.

15. To orient education towards ESD, a correspondiifg isithe competences of educators
themselves is demanded. Some of these competemecalkendy recognised while others will
require an innovative approach. It is expectedtthiatnew combination of competences will
provide the necessary educational setting for effe&SD to emerge. The UNECE Strategy for
ESD calls specificalyfor the development of educators’ competencesigage in ESD. The
joint session on ESD held at the Belgrade MiniateZionference recognized educators’
competence as a frequent bottleneck vis-a-vis impgathe quality of education and agreed that
developing competences in ESD should be a priorite. first reporting exercise clearly
identified the need to further define the natur&8D competences and the ways in which these
might be developed. Furthermore, an enabling p@iyironment for this work needs to be
supported and applied in each member State, and enpdority in the region’s ESD activities.

kkkk*k

" CEP/AC.13/2005/3/Rev.1, paras. 54-55.



